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WISH Online Bulletin – July 2008
Here is our latest Network e-bulletin highlighting issues of interest around positive sxual wellbeing.  
Our next e-bulletin will be issued around 27 August – so if you have anything you wish to include, please email contributions by no later than 20 August to wish@health.scot.nhs.uk.
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NEWS OF INTEREST
WISH Awards 2008

Sponsored by Health Scotland to recognise local efforts to improve the sxual health and wellbeing of their communities, we are seeking nominations for the WISH Awards 2008.  This can be from those working in the Third Sector, in local authorities as well as the health sector.  Successful nominees will be supported to attend national/international events to showcase their work.  More information can be found on the nomination form.
HPV Immunisation Materials – Coming Soon
In partnership with key stakeholders including parents and young people, NHS Health Scotland has been developing materials to support the forthcoming HPV Immunisation programme – these will be available to order from the Publications Department.  
Sxual Health Network Co-ordinator: closing date 8 August 
Looking for a challenge?  Want to be the bridge between research, policy and practice?  Then you might be interested in becoming our Network Co-ordinator.  Download a recruitment pack from: http://www.jobs.scot.nhs.uk
A Reminder

fpa Sxual Health Week 4-10 August 2008

For the first time fpa's Sxual Health Week is supporting the sxual health needs of people with learning disabilities.  As part of the campaign week, fpa are sending out free campaign packs full of useful information, leaflets, posters and banners to help your own events. 

To order a campaign pack, email shw@fpa.org.uk or tel Justin on 020 7608 5256. For general information, please visit the fpa website.

FEEDBACK SOUGHT
A Reminder
Curriculum for Excellence –Health and Wellbeing for All

The outcomes which schools will be striving to meet in relation to health and wellbeing were launched earlier this year.  Comments are now sought on these outcomes – join in with local discussions and make sure that you have considered these with all the partners who support school based education.  To access the draft outcomes, go to 
http://www.curriculumforexcellencescotland.gov.uk/outcomes/index.asp.  

RESEARCH
Prescription for Change: 
Lesbian and Bisxual Women’s Health Check 2008
Produced by Stonewall, this UK wide report sets out key aspects affecting the health and wellbeing of lesbian and bisxual women in the UK.  These include cervical screening, domestic violence, mental health as well as sxual health.  In relation to the latter, less than half have ever been screened for STIs and of those who had been screened, half had a STI and a quarter of those with STIs have only had sx with women in the last five years.  To access the report, go to: 
www.stonewall.org.uk/lesbianhealth
Determining the effectiveness of alcohol screening and brief interventions with young people
The Place clinic at the Sandyford Initiative, Glasgow has conducted a pilot on the effectiveness of alcohol screening and brief interventions with young people.  To access a summary of the outcomes and findings of this pilot, and the health promotion leaflet on alcohol and sx for young people.
RESOURCES/GUIDANCE/REPORTS
Signalong Sxual Health Awareness Pack

In 2002, Signalong produced a Sxual Awareness Resource Pack with discussion pictures, signs and symbols for the development of sxual awareness in people with verbal communication difficulties. An updated version with additional material on same-sx relationships is now available.   This new pack is a major revision in format, with the discussion pictures, sign diagrams and symbols now in a format compatible with (but not dependent on) Widgit's Communicate: In Print.   The pack contains 41 laminated discussion pictures, 1 disc with the C.I.P. installer and compatible files, 1 disc with the discussion pictures as pdf files, a handbook of the signs with descriptions & signing instructions and guidance notes.  For more information, email: mkennard@signalong.org.uk
Walk the Talk

NHS Health Scotland has developed http://www.walk-the-talk.org.uk, a website designed for health professionals which offers a range of ideas, resources and toolkits to help health professionals deliver more accessible health services for young people and make their service more youth-friendly. 

NICE guidance

NICE has recently published further public health guidance documents on: Promoting children's social and emotional wellbeing in primary education - http://www.nice.org.uk/ph012 and Guidance for midwives, health visitors, pharmacists and other primary care services to improve the nutrition of pregnant and breastfeeding mothers and children in low income households - http://www.nice.org.uk/PH011
Crisis Pregnancy Agency, Eire – Annual Report

Launched earlier this month, the Crisis Pregnancy Agency’s latest Annual Report gives details on the Agency’s work in 2007. Download a copy at: http://www.crisispregnancy.ie
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Guidelines for GPs and Crisis Pregnancy Counsellors to Support Women with an Intellectual Disability Experiencing a Crisis Pregnancy 

In Eire, the Crisis Pregnancy Agency and the National Disability Authority have formed a partnership to co-commission the development of evidence-based practice guidelines.  This will address a research gap by examining sxuality, pregnancy, parenting and sxual health for women with an intellectual disability.  

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS & CPD 
A Reminder
Healthy Care Matters - Scottish Healthy Care Network National Conference & AGM

25 September, Beardmore Hotel and Conference Centre, Glasgow 

Aims to showcase good practice; challenge and/or develop new ideas; promote young people’s views; research into practice; provide a range of national and international perspectives, advance the policy agenda and to provide opportunities for the sharing of information, resources and knowledge of good practice.   For further details, go to: www.shcn.org.uk
Children in Scotland Annual Conference, 6-7 November 

'Making connections: how communities can collaborate for children and young peoples lifelong wellbeing and learning', in association with Fife Council, will be held in St Andrews.  This event will examine how those working in the children’s sector can share learning experiences to promote continued collaboration, better information sharing and cross-professional understanding and what impact local communities can have on their children's wellbeing.  For more information and booking, go to: http://childreninscotland.org.uk/html/tra_tshow.php?ref=1092
Breaking Barriers: “Making your service accessible for lesbian, gay, bisxual and transgender young people” – free training
LGBT Youth Scotland is holding fourteen multi-agency one day training events across Scotland, looking at ways in which services can be made more accessible to Lesbian, Gay, Bisxual & Transgender (LGBT) Young People experiencing a range of service needs. Theory and practice will be included in the training, making it relevant for both service design and delivery.  Relevant for practitioners working in Youth Work, Education, Mental Health, Social Work, Helplines, Sxual Health, Through Care & After Care and any others who work with children and young people.  Further details of contents, dates and booking can be found in the flyer.
Sxual Health Resource for Practice Nurses

Earlier in July, the Royal College of Nursing Practice Nurses Association launched of a long-awaited sxual health resource for nurses.  Sxual Health IN>PRACTICE is a free, web-based education programme designed to complement the implementation of national sxual health strategies. It will provide a valuable resource to practice nurses, and other nursing professionals, working in the field of sxual health.  Access at http://www.in-practice.org.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Part Time Research Assistant Sought (15 hrs pw for 12 months)
To explore Identifying and reacting to cause for concern arising from early sxual activity amongst teenagers – Decision making by healthcare professionals - a collaborative initiative between the Lothian Family Planning and Well Woman Service, Queen Margaret and Stirling Universities.  Closing date is 18 August.  For further information, please go to the application pack.
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