NORTH WEST LEARNING DISABILITY NURSES NETWORK (NWLDNN)

TERMS OF REFERENCE (2006)

PURPOSE

To provide a regular opportunity for Learning Disability Nurses within the North West to meet, discuss and influence contemporary issues not covered by other recognised regional networks

OBJECTIVES

TO:
· Articulate the unique contribution of Learning Disability Nurses

· Influence the recognition of Learning Disability Nurses within NHS Trusts, Workforce confederations and Strategic Health Authorities

· Review issues which impact on the role and function of Learning Disability Nurses

· Articulate the competencies required for various posts held by Learning Disability Nurses, informing Agenda For Change and curriculum developments

· Articulate the professional development requirements of LDN’s and influence HE providers in relation to this

· Share best practice and service developments pertaining to the role

· Debate pertinent issues and feed views through to the National Network with a view to  strengthening the national LD nursing perspective and making links with the centre

MEMBERSHIP

· The NWLDNN covers Cheshire & Merseyside, Cumbria & Lancashire and Greater Manchester strategic health authority areas and network is open to :

· All  Learning Disability Nurses within the North West Region irrespective of whom their employer is ( NHS / voluntary / private sector / Education etc)

· All learning disability nurse students

· LD educationalists providing they hold a learning disability nursing registration

· Core membership is  one identified rep within each district  ( as defined by PCT boundaries)

· The identified representatives role is to provide continuity of attendance within the network and act as a contact point for nurses from their areas with regards to dissemination of information

The representative approach does not prevent other LD nurses from the same district Attending as the meeting is an open forum

CHAIR

· The chair will be elected from the membership

· The chair is required to represent the north west network at the national LDNN 

QUORUM

· In order to provide a North West view the meeting must be quorate:

· Minimum 2 LDn’s from each Strategic Health Authority area, making quorate 6 providing this criteria is met
ATTENDANCE

· Members are asked to confirm their attendance with the chair at least one week prior to the meeting date in order that quorum can be established.

· Attendance can be confirmed by e mail, fax or telephone

MEETINGS

· Held every three months

· Rotate venue in order to be as accessible as possible

· Duration 3 hours

Note: it is the responsibility of each district to establish their preferred means of information dissemination following network meetings, not only to LDN’s within NHS trusts but also to LDN’s in non NHS establishments

