Dear colleagues,

I am contacting you on behalf of the Center for Independent Living (CIL) in Ireland and European Network on Independent Living (ENIL).

My name is Barbora Korandova and I am one of the coordinators of this year’s European campaign – Strasbourg Freedom Drive.

Strasbourg Freedom Drive is a campaign led by people with disabilities lobbying for de-institutionalisation, human rights, Personal Assistance, disability policy improvements and accessibility of services in EU. The campaign started in 2003 and takes place every two years in Strasbourg. 

This year’s campaign will take place in the week of 14th September 2009 and we truly hope to include as many European countries as possible. At the same time we are aware of the difficult economic situation and financial difficulties that many people might have in respect to covering the costs of the trip to Strasbourg. That’s why we would like to apply for a funding from the EU Commission under the Europe for Citizens Programme.

At the moment we are trying to explore how many European disability organizations with a similar philosophy and approach as the Center for Independent Living has, would be interested in partnering with us in order to secure funding for the following activities:

· European Workshops – each partner would link with their MEPs (Members of European Parliament) in order to host a European Workshop – as a mutual learning experience between EU Parliament and people with disabilities in the region.

· Participation of the Strasbourg Freedom Drive Campaign – reimbursement of the participants for the travel costs.

· Promotion material

If your organization would be interested in partnering for this project with us, or if you would be able to link us with an organization in your country that might be interested, please contact me at barborakorandova@dublincil.org or at the number 00353-1-8370455 / 00353-86-4042704.

If you would like to get some more information on this project or have any other questions in relation to the Center for Independent Living or the European Network on Independent Living, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Our websites are as follows:

http://www.dublincil.org/
http://www.enil.eu/enil/
Thank you very much and I am looking forward to hearing from you soon.

Kind Regards,

Barbora Korandova
Finance & Communications Officer
Center for Independent Living
Telephone 01 873 0455
Fax 01 873 0998
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