Speakers profiles

Chair - Sarah Austin – Sarah has been co-ordinating and developing the training for the Autistic Spectrum Pathway for 6 years. Previously she established a training consultancy in ASD which marketed and co-ordinated training to a wide variety of audiences and commissioned speakers from America, Belgium and the UK. During her employment with Autism Initiatives she fund raised and set up an information and training resource, which continues to benefit parents/ carers and professionals across the North West. During 1999 and 2000 she engineered and evaluated two hugely successful Open Days, commissioning nationally recognised speakers and enabling over 700 parents/carers and professionals to attend each event.

Lesley Bower – 

Una Parker – 

Lisa Agar – 
Alison Houghton – 

Pierre Ngendakumana – Pierre works for Parent Partnership Service- Liverpool City Council as the Ethnic Minority Communities Parent Links Officer. His remit is to support parents who have children with special educational needs and disability from the ethnic minority groups and to make sure that ethnic minority groups in Liverpool are aware of the educational procedures particularly where there is a child with SEN and disability. For the last three and half years, he has developed a community approach with the ultimate aim of creating trust between service providers and BME groups and overcome the stigma attached to SEN and disability but also to raise awareness amongst professionals around BME issues through conferences, reports and presentations. Prior to this Pierre is from a teaching background and humanitarian worker.
Barry Carpenter – Barry is currently Chief Executive and Director of Research at Sunfield, a charity for children with autistic spectrum disorders. In 2001 he was awarded an OBE for services to children with special educational needs.
Barry lectures nationally and internationally, most recently in Spain, Portugal and New Zealand. He is the father of two children with disabilities. He serves on the World Council for Early Intervention, representing Europe. In 2005 he was awarded the first UK Chair as Professor in Early Childhood Intervention by the University of Worcester.
Shirley Humphreys – I am a Clinical Psychologist who has been qualified for 9 years. I have worked with children and young people who have learning disabilities for approximately fifteen years.  Since qualifying I have specialised in the field of Autistic Spectrum Disorders.  I currently work part-time in the Liverpool Autistic Spectrum Pathway and part-time with North Liverpool CAMHS team. 

The Pathway offers training and workshops for parents as well as children and young people who have ASD or who are awaiting a possible diagnosis.  I have helped to develop the Neighbourhood Early Years (NEYS) sleep service and we are currently looking to develop this service for older children.  I co-facilitate Social Story workshops for parents and professionals as well as Emotional Literacy groups and the ‘This is me’ workshops for the children.  I coordinate the planning and also facilitate some of training for CAMHS professionals in relation to assessment/screening; behaviour; use of visual supports; mental health and visual structure.  I also work with colleagues within the Trust in relation to specific aspects of their service such as children and young people receiving hospital treatment.

In the North team, although I have a generic role with children, young people and their families, I do have a remit around children and young people who have complex neurodevelopmental difficulties.  I am interested in developing the area of CBT for young people who have ASD.  I have recently co-planned and facilitated a group for young people who have Aspergers Syndrome around anger awareness and management using Tony Attwood’s recommendations.  We learned a lot from this experience!  
Adrienne Cronin - Adrienne is a qualified social worker and works for PSS a local voluntary organisation. She had a background in working with disabled children and their families and from this developed an interest in the needs of Siblings of disabled children. She currently manages the Liverpool Siblings Project, which provides services to children between the ages of 5-16 who have a brother or sister who has a disability 

Tracey Williamson – Tracey has been working for the Liverpool pathway for over 6 years as a training and support officer. During this time she has developed expertise in working with families pre and post diagnosis, developed training and co-written the sibling workshop.
Claudia Armstrong - Claudia has been working for the Liverpool pathway for over 6 years as a training and support officer. During this time she has developed expertise in working with families pre and post diagnosis, developed training and co-written the sibling workshop. 
Vicky Doswell – I am the mother of 3 children who are 21, 20 and 4.  My journey started in 1986 when I was pregnant with my first child, I was looking forward to having my first child full of the hopes and dreams any first time mum has, but all my expectations changed as quick as a heartbeat when my daughter came into the world to be told she was disabled, this was so unexpected this was not how I had planned it.

I went through many years on this emotional journey, full of highs and lows, having to make sometimes life changing decisions on my daughters behalf and having to live with these decisions, there were times when this journey became to difficult for me to deal with, I wish I had the chance to tell someone, to share this pain I felt at having to see my daughter go through numerous amounts of surgery, to see her in pain tore me apart, but I had no-one who really understood how I felt.  I wish Face 2 Face had been available to me.

Face 2 Face is a service which will support any parent of a disabled child through the emotional issues that may arise, we encompass all disabilities. Our service is delivered by trained parent volunteers who are all parents of disabled children so are aware of the emotional impact.  Our service is confidential and free, we run from Walton Children's Centre and will support any parent in the Liverpool area.

June Ardrey – 

Babs Bluett Duncan – 

Monica Furlong – 
Person Centred Trainers - Liverpool currently has 4 people Dani Williams, Sandra Wall, Pam Martin and Adrienne Cronin who are accredited by Helen Sanderson Associates to deliver Person Centred Planning training. The PCP training programme enables people who participate in it to become trained ELP facilitators.

All four trainers come from a variety of professional backgrounds bringing with them a range of skills and experience which includes:

Dani Williams  - Speech Therapist

Sandra Wall  - Teacher & Parent  

Pam Martin   - Health Care Assistant 

Adrienne Cronin  -Social Worker
