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Social History of Learning Disability Conference
1st and 2nd July 2010
The Open University, Milton Keynes

‘Staff stories and stories about staff’
CALL FOR PAPERS

Who supports people with learning difficulties? How and why do they do their job, and how has this changed over time? And what do people with learning difficulties think about the people who worked with them in the past and those who support them now?

The 2010 Conference is on the theme of ‘Staff stories and stories about staff’. We are looking for papers that explore:

· the experiences of staff who have supported people with learning difficulties 

· the role of staff in learning disability services at different points in time
· the views and experiences of people with learning difficulties about staff they used to know and the people who work with them today.

We are interested in an historical approach, and so would encourage papers that discuss the role and experiences of staff at different points in time or focus on one specific historical period. This may include papers that reflect upon learning disability staff in the very recent past and in the present. We are also interested in hearing stories from people with learning difficulties at different time periods about their experiences of and relationships with staff. 
In using the term ‘staff’ we are referring to paid and unpaid workers who have supported people with learning difficulties in a wide range of settings, for example:
· institutions

· hospitals

· residential care

· day services

· group homes

· supported living

· in leisure activities

Papers may also include discussion about the role of advocacy support workers and personal assistants, and may focus on staff in public, private or voluntary organisations.
Please be aware that our conferences are inclusive events, and papers will need to be accessible to people with learning difficulties (please see enclosed/attached guidelines).
Please send a short (up to one page) summary of your proposed paper by Monday 15th March 2010 to Katy Gagg at the following address:
shld-conference@open.ac.uk
Or
Katy Gagg
Faculty of Health and Social Care
Geoffrey Crowther 012
The Open University

Milton Keynes

MK7 6AA

http://www.open.ac.uk/hsc/ldsite/index.html


