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Programme

9.30am  Registration

10.00am  Welcome and introduction
 Chair: Dame Philippa Russell Chair, Standing Commission on 
Family Carers

10.10am  Opening session 
 
  The impact of short breaks on disabled children and 

their families
The results from the Department for Education commissioned 
research into the impact of the current initiative to improve short 
breaks
 Chris Hatton Professor of Psychology, Health and Social Care, Centre 
for Disability Research, Lancaster University 
 
Improving commissioning and delivery
The learning outcomes from the Department for Education 
commissioned evaluation of how the 21 Pathfinder sites went 
about improving short breaks.
Rob Greig Chief Executive, National Development Team for Inclusion 
(NDTi)

11.30am Refreshments

12.00pm Parallel workshop sessions

 A.   Making parental empowerment work 
  How the effective involvement of parents and families results 

in better services and outcomes
 Rob Fountain Head of Training, Shared Care Network 

 B.   Using an individual outcomes framework to 
commission short breaks

  Commissioning and planning short breaks by using an 
outcomes framework for individual services

  Alison Cathles Commissioning Manager – Aiming High for 
Disabled Children, Gloucestershire County Council

 C.  Developing a costing model for short breaks
  The costing model commissioning by the Department for 

Education, to understand the financial effectiveness of short 
breaks.

  Samantha McDermid Research Associate, Centre for Child 
and Family Research, Loughborough University (invited)

 D.  Partnerships and progress
  Practical examples on how to develop effective partnerships 

between all players, including families and providers, and use 
this to improve short breaks.

  Toby Price Commissioning Manager, Sutton Borough Council

1.00pm  Lunch

2.00pm  Workshop sessions repeated

3.15pm  Closing session

 The Government’s policy and plans for disabled children   
 including the future of short breaks.
  Sarah Teather MP Minister for State for Children and Families 

(invited)

4.15pm Panel discussion

4.30pm  Networking, refreshments and conference 
close
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View a free sample  
article from Journal 
of Children’s Services 
Research informing policy and practice

To view a sample article, please visit:  
http://www.pierprofessional.com/jcsflyer/sample.html 

This Journal encourages the development of research-based, 
outcome-focused services to better safeguard and promote 
the well-being of vulnerable children and their families.

Peer-reviewed content includes:

	n  child development research and its 
implications for forward-looking 
services

	n  methodological issues and 
developments, and their implications 
and application for practice

	n  evaluation of innovative services, using 
quantitative and qualitative methods.

All subscriptions include print and online access to 
current issues and the 5 year archive. 

Subscriptions start from £449 + VAT (for organisations 
with multi-user online access) and £59 for a personal 
subscription*. Save 20% when you subscribe for two years.

For further information and to subscribe call  
Pier Professional on 01273 783720 or visit 
www.pierprofessional.com/jcsflyer.

A subscription consists of 4 print issues and online access.  
*Personal subscriptions must be paid from a personal account and sent to  
a home address.



Key themes
	n Personalisation

	n Inclusion and the Big Society

	n Parental empowerment 

	n Effective commissioning

About the conference
As part of the Every Disabled Child Matters initiative, the 
Government provided new policy advice and additional funding to 
improve short breaks for disabled children and their families. The 
Government has recently announced new money for short breaks 
and so this conference will help those involved in commissioning 
and providing these services, by sharing the results of the 
Government’s own evaluation of the short breaks programme 
including:

 n  research into the impact of short breaks on disabled children 
and their families

 n  the evaluation of the 21 Pathfinder sites, reviewing what 
worked in terms of local change strategies

 n examples of best practice from around the country.

Aims of the conference
Delegates attending this conference will gain knowledge about:

 n  the latest evidence about the impact of short breaks on 
disabled children and their families

 n  change strategies that can be applied at a local level to help take 
forward improvements in short breaks for disabled children

 n  practical ideas on how to improve local services in areas such 
as outcomes frameworks, costing of services and parental 
involvement.

About NDTi 
NDTi (www.ndti.org.uk) is a not for profit organisation concerned 
with promoting inclusion and equality for people who are at risk 
of exclusion and who need support to lead a full live. We have 
a particular interest in issues around age, disability and health. In 
undertaking this work, we particularly aim to:

 n shape and influence policy and public debate

 n enable a stronger voice of people to be heard 

 n support services to work in ways that promote inclusive lives

 n support communities to be welcoming and inclusive.

Continuous professional development
Professionals within the social care sector are required 
to undertake Continuous Professional Development 
(CPD). Delegates can gain CPD points from attending 
our conferences and exhibitions.  This conference may 
help towards your knowledge requirements at Quality 
Credit Framework level (QCF) level 3 – 8.

About Pavilion
Pavilion is the leading publisher and event organiser 
for those working in social and healthcare fields, 
whether they work in the statutory, private or 
voluntary sectors. We publish over 200 training  
packs, Mental Health Today and Learning Disability 
Today magazines.

Free bursaries
Pavilion recognises the contribution people from across 
health and social care make to our conferences. To 
ensure our conferences are accessible to people using 
services, unwaged/family carers, and students, there are 
up to five free places available at each conference. 

To apply, please write to us by post or email stating 
why you would like to attend this particular conference. 
Post: Pavilion, Richmond House, Richmond Road, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 3RL
Email: info@pavpub.com
Remember to include your contact details as we will be 
in touch two weeks before the conference to confirm if 
you have been given a place.

Promotional opportunities
For more information about promotional 
opportunities at this conference, such as exhibiting 
and including your promotional materials in the 
conference delegate packs, please contact: 
Graham Hoare, Customer Relations Manager, Pavilion
Tel: 01273 666703
Email: grahamh@pavpub.com

Unable to attend?
Conference papers, as presented to the delegates on 
the day, are available on CD-rom after the conference 
for £60 + VAT. This useful reference will include: 
available speaker papers, speaker biographies and any 
additional inserts.

Who should attend?
This conference will be of interest to 
anyone involved in commissioning, 
planning or providing short breaks 
for disabled children, as well as 
families and voluntary groups 
involved in campaigning and 
representation.



If you DO NOT wish to receive further 
information from Pavilion,  
please tick here: o

We may also make your details available to 
carefully screened organisations working in  
the health and social care field.  If you  
DO NOT wish to receive information from  
these companies, please tick here: o

Pavilion reserves the right to make changes 
to the programme, speakers or venue should 
this become necessary.

Please note that occasionally we might film, 
record or photograph all or part of our 
events. Footage, photography or audio may 
be broadcast after the event and used in a 
professional context.
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Payment

Venue
ORT House Conference Centre, 126 Albert 
Street, London NW1 7NE 
(a map of the venue will be sent with 
confirmation of your booking) 

Date  Wednesday 23 March 2011 

Conference fees
The fee includes lunch, refreshments 
and conference materials. Please note 
accommodation is not included.

Conference papers
Conference papers will be sent out a week 
after the conference, please fill in the 
‘Your details’ section.

Confirmation of booking 
When booking, please wait for written 
confirmation before arranging travel.

Terms and conditions

Cancellation and refund policy 
All cancellations will be subject to a £50 
administration fee, if received in writing by 
09/03/2011. We regret that any cancellations 
after this date cannot be refunded, but 
substitute delegates are welcome at any time.

Payment 
30 days either from date of invoice or before 
the conference (whichever sooner). Payment 
must be received prior to the conference. 
VAT before Jan 2011 17.5% then 20%.

We cannot accept 
provisional bookings
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