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Before you fill in this form
What is this form? 

This form is for people who have read the booklet about our plans to help: 

· children with special educational needs or a disability 

· their families

· the people who work with them.
This form has questions about the plans in the booklet. 

About the questions
The questions are in 5 sections. The 5 sections are in the same order as the plans in the booklet. 

· Section 1 has questions about our plans to get help for children as early as possible.

· Section 2 has questions about our plans to give parents more say in the help their families get. 

· Section 3 has questions about our plans for getting better help in schools.

· Section 4 has questions about our plans for helping young people when they become adults. 

· Section 5 has questions about our plans to make services better. 

You do not have to answer all the questions.

Please send your answers to us before 30 June 2011.

How to fill in this form

You can type your answers into the boxes after each question in this form. 

Or you can print the form and write your answers in the boxes.

Explaining difficult words

Sometimes in this form we explain what difficult words mean. If a word is purple, we explain what it means in the Difficult words section on page 40.
Who can read your answers?

Anybody can ask to see your answers to the questions in this form. There are 2 laws to help us decide whether to give them the information they ask for:

· The Freedom of Information Act 2000. This law gives people the right to ask to see any information that public organisations have

· The Data Protection Act 1998. This law tells organisations what they can and what they cannot do with information they have about people. For example, peoples name, address and birth date.
If you want all or any of your answers to be private, please tell us why. If somebody asks to see your answers, we will bear this in mind. But sometimes the law says we have to give people the information they ask for.

The Data Protection Act 1998 protects personal information like your name, address and other information that can help someone identify you. So we usually have to keep this information private.

If you work for an organisation, your organisation’s confidentiality disclaimer is not enough protect your details and answers you give. A confidentiality disclaimer is the words your organisation uses to tell people that the information they are reading is private.

	Please tick this box if you want us to keep your answers private.
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Please tell us why you want us to keep your answers private.



	Your name
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	Organisation (if you have one)
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	Address:
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If you have any questions about our plans, please contact:

Eileen Strevens:
Telephone: 020 77838631
email: Eileen.strevens@education.gsi.gov.uk

Lesley Munday:
Telephone: 01325 735531
email: Lesley.munday@education.gsi.gov.uk

If you have questions about the consultation, please contact:  
The Consultation Unit 
Telephone: 0370 000 2288 
e-mail: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk 

We can provide other versions of this form

For example, people who are blind or deaf might need a version that makes it easier for them to tell us what they think. 

For more information about other versions, please email send.greenpaper@education.gsi.gov.uk
About you
Please tick the box that best describes you.

[image: image8.png]


 You are a parent or carer of a child with special educational needs or a disability.
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 You are a teacher or headteacher at a school.
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 You work for the local authority. 
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 You work for an organisation that helps children.
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 You work for a Parent Partnership Service – an organisation that helps parents and carers of children with special educational needs.
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 You are a child or young person.

[image: image14.png]


 You are a Special Educational Needs Coordinator in a school.
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 You work for a national charity.
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 You represent a Trade Union (an organisation that supports workers). Or you represent a Professional Association (an organisation that represents a specific trade or industry).
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 You are a consultant or a person working with people who have special educational needs or a disability. 
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 You work at a school or college.
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 You are a Governor
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 You work at a local charity. 
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 You are an educational psychologist. 

[image: image22.png]


 You are an academic (somebody at a university who has expert knowledge of special educational needs or disability). 
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 Other.
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	If you ticked ‘Other’, please tell us why you are filling in this form.


	


Section 1

Plans to get help as early as possible

The questions in this section are about our plans to get help as early as possible for children with special educational needs or a disability.

1. How can we improve how we check whether a child has special educational needs or a disability? How can we improve support for children who have them? 

	[image: image25.png]



	Your answer:


	


2. Do you think it is a good idea to have a single assessment process and an Education, Health and Care Plan?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Do you have any other comments?


	



We have removed questions 3 and 4. They were not relevant to this form.

5a. 
Do you think the single assessment process and Education, Health and Care Plan should cover more areas than education, health, social care and employment and if so, please tell us what else should be included?  
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	Your answer:


5b.
What effect would this have?
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	Your answer:


	


6. How can charities and community organisations help in special educational needs assessments? How could they make parents feel more confident that their child was getting the right help?
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	Your answer:


	


7. How could the single assessment process and Education, Health and Care Plan lead to more continuous social care for disabled children?
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	Your answer:


	


8. How could we give parents better advice about assessments?
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	Your answer:


	


9. How can we make it quicker for children to get an assessment?
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	Your answer:


	


Section 2

Plans to give parents more say 

The questions in this section are about our plans to give parents more say in the help they and their family get.

10.
If local authorities give parents information about help that is available, what should they include?
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	Your answer:


	



11.
What information about special educational needs should schools give to give to parents?
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	Your answer:


	



12.
What kind of help should parents be able to buy with a personal budget?
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	Your answer:


	



13.
How will a personal budget help parents get help from different services that will meet their child’s needs?
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	Your answer:


	


14. In the booklet called Inclusive Schooling, the Government gives advice to schools on how to include children with special educational needs or a disability. If you have seen this booklet, do you think it gives enough information about parents’ choice of a special school or another school?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Do you have any other comments?


	


15.
How can we improve the information parents get about choosing a school?
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	Your answer:


	


16. Should parents always try mediation before they go to a Tribunal?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Do you have any other comments?


	


17a.
Is it a good idea to have mediation for decisions about schools, health services and social care services? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


17b. 
What is the best way for this to work?
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	Your answer:


	


Section 3

Plans for better help in schools

The questions in this section are about our plans for getting better help in schools for children with special educational needs or a disability. 

18.
What is the best way for special schools to share their knowledge with other types of schools?
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	Your answer:


	


19.
Private schools and colleges do not get money from the Government. They work differently from schools and colleges that get money from the Government. How can we make sure that they learn from those schools and colleges that are experts in helping children with special educational needs?
		Your answer:


	



20.
How can we make sure that all teaching staff at schools become better at recognising and helping children with extra needs?
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	Your answer:


	


21. What is the best way to train teachers to help children with special educational needs or a disability?
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	Your answer:


	


22.  What do you think will happen if we have only one level of special educational needs in schools?
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	Your answer:


	


23. How will the changes help teachers become better at recognising and supporting children who need extra help? 
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	Your answer:


	


24. Sometimes we say that a child has ‘Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties’. If you know this label, do you think it is helpful in identifying the needs of children who have emotional and social difficulties?
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	Very helpful
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	Helpful
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	Not very helpful
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	Not at all helpful
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	Not sure
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	Do you have any other comments?


	


25. Do we use the label Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties’ too much so that it stops us understanding a child’s real needs?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Do you have any other comments?


	




26.
How can special schools share their knowledge on helping children with difficult behaviour?
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	Your answer:


	



27. What stops special schools and special Academies being able to offer alternative provision to other schools and colleges?
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	Your answer:


	


28.
How can special Academies work with other schools and services to improve how they meet the needs of pupils with special educational needs or a disability?
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	Your answer:


	


29. How could special Academies become experts that give advice to the local area?
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	Your answer:


	


30.
Is it a good idea to allow children who do not have a statement of special educational needs to go to Free Schools for children with special educational needs or a disability? 
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	Yes
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	No
	[image: image74.png]



	Not Sure


Why?
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	Your answer:


	



31. Is it a good idea to show how well schools are helping children with extra needs in performance tables?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Do you have any other comments?


	



32.
What information would help people understand how well schools help children with special educational needs or a disability?
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	Your answer:


	


Section 4

Plans for help when young people become adults

The questions in this section are about our plans to get better help for young people with special educational needs or a disability when they become adults.

33.
How can schools, colleges and training organisations make it easier for young people with extra needs to learn or train after they are 16?
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	Your answer:


	



34.
What is the best way to plan to help a young person move from school to work? Who is the best person to support them as they make this change?
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	Your answer:


	


35a
Are supported internships a good idea for young people who cannot do an apprenticeship? 
	[image: image83.png]



	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


35b. 
What would be the best way for them to work?
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	Your answer:


	



36.
How can we encourage companies to offer useful work experience and job opportunities to young people with special educational needs or a disability?
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	Your answer:


	



37.
How could we improve the way children’s health services and adult health services work together for young people aged 16 to 25?
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	Your answer:


	




38.
What could a family doctor (GP) do to make it easier for young people to move from children’s to adult’s health services?
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	Your answer:


	


39a.
Do you agree that these are the most important things for young people with special educational needs or a disability? (Tick as many boxes as you like.)
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	providing a wide range of learning opportunities
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	finding work
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	independent living
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	moving to adult health services
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	none
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	not sure


39b. 
What else is important?
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	Your answer:


	


Section 5

Plans to make services better

The questions in this section are about our plans to make better services for children with special educational needs or a disability and their families.

40a. 
Which do you think are the main roles of local authorities?
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	Planning services
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	Giving parents more say in services
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	 Not
Sure
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	Making sure we have quality services
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	None
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	Do you have any other comments?


	


40b. 
Can you think of any other important roles for local authorities?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


 
If yes, please tell us what they are. 
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	Your answer:


	


41.
How can the Government help local authorities to carry out their role effectively?
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	Your answer: 


	


42.
What would be the best way to give advice to doctors to help them buy services for children and young people with special educational needs or a disability?
	[image: image108.png]



	Your answer:


	




43.
We want to measure how well health services are helping children and young people with special educational needs or a disability. What are the most important things to measure?
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	Your answer:


	


44.
How can we stop unhelpful rules and processes getting in the way of services that help children and young people with special educational needs or a disability?
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	Your answer:


	




45.
What other things can we do to encourage services to work together to give better help to children?
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	Your answer:


	


46.
How can we make it easier for local services to work together to improve the support for children, young people and families ?
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	Your answer:


	


47.
How do you think we should give money to services so that schools are able to get advice on teaching children with special educational needs or a disability where they need it?
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	Your answer


48.
How can we let people who are in charge of services make them better for helping children and young people?
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	Your answer:


	




49.
Educational psychologists help identify children with extra needs. What else can they do locally to help children with special educational needs or a disability and their families?
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	Your answer:


	


50.
How will the way educational psychologists work change to meet local need?
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	Your answer:


	




51.
How will we need to change training for educational psychologists to help them take on their new role?
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	Your answer:


	


52.    
How can we make it easier for local authorities to work together to improve services for children, young people and families?
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	Your answer:


	




53.
Where could joint working have greatest impact on services for children, young people and families
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	Your answer:


	



54.
How can we encourage health, social care and education services to put their money together to make better services?
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	Your answer:


	




55.
How would a Community Budget approach help to improve services for children and young people with special educational needs or a disability?
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	Your answer:


	


56.
How can we give local services more freedom in the way we pay for services for children and young people with special educational needs or a disability?
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	Your answer:




57.
How could charities and community organisations make the biggest difference to improving services for children and their families? How can we make this happen?
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	Your answer:


	



58.
How could a national banded framework help local services to be made available more flexibly and help parents to understand the way money is given to services?
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	Your answer:


	




59.
What is the best way to bring together money for services for people aged under 16 and services for people aged over 16?
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	Your answer:


	


60.
Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make.
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61.
Please tell us what you think about this consultation. For example, was there the right amount of questions, were they the right type of questions, did you find it easy to understand and fill in? 
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Difficult words


Academies

Academies are schools that get money from the government but make their own decisions. Making their own decisions means it is easier for Academies to tackle local problems.

Alternative provision

When a child is excluded from school, they need to find other ways to learn. These different ways of learning are called alternative provision.

Apprenticeship

An apprenticeship is a paid job. It involves learning new skills while you work.

Community budgets

This is a pot of money that is given to a whole community rather than individual services. The community spends the money on services that are most helpful to local people.

Consultation 

This is when the government asks what people think about its plans. They also ask people for their ideas about the best way of doing things. 

Community organisations
Like charities, these organisations help people in the local community. They do not make a profit for their work. For example, some community organisations help look after children with a disability while the parents take a short break.
Disability

A person with a disability has a problem with their body or mind. The problem usually lasts longer than a year. It stops the person getting on with day-to-day things like eating, walking or washing.

Education, Health and Care Plan 

This is a plan for a child’s education services, health services, social care services and employment. It will give services more responsibility for making sure that they are helping the child.  
Educational psychologists
Educational psychologists are experts in how people’s mind works when then are learning. They provide a wide range of help to children with special educational needs or a disability. 

Free Schools

Free schools are set up by the local community and not by the Government. But they do get money from the Government. Because they are set up by local people it is easier for them to know what local children need. 
Governors
A governor is a person who is part of a team that makes important decisions about how a school works. 

Local authority

This is your local council. They are responsible for services like parking badges for disabled people and providing day centres for people who need extra help.
Mediation

This is when an independent person helps parents and local authorities solve their problems rather than go to court. 

National Banded Framework

This splits services into different levels, depending on the type and quality of service they offer. Different levels get different amounts of money. 

Performance tables

These provide information about how well children at each school are doing.

Personal budget
This is when we give parents a certain amount of money to spend on help for their child. Parents will get advice from specialist workers on what services they can spend it on. 

Single assessment 

In the new assessment, teachers, health workers and social workers will share responsibility for deciding if a child needs help. They will work together to decide how they can meet the child’s needs.  
Social care

Services that help people with day-to-day living. For example help in the home for parents of a disabled child or activities that allow children with special educational needs to spend time with children with similar needs.

Special educational needs

A person with special educational needs finds it harder to learn than other people the same age.

Special educational needs assessment
This is a set of tests to find out whether a child needs extra help. The local authority gets advice from teachers, health workers and social care workers. 

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinators

These are teachers who advise their schools on the best ways to identify and help children with extra needs. 

Special educational needs statement

This document says what needs a child has. It also says what help the child should get if they stay at school until they are 19. 

Special school
This is a school for children with special educational needs or a disability. 

Supported internship

This is when a young person gets work experience that involves some kind of help for their special educational needs or disability.

Tribunal

When parents and a local authority disagree, they can ask the court to decide what is right for a child. This is called a Tribunal. It is better to try mediation before going to a Tribunal.

Work experience

This is when young people spend time at work with adults so that they can see what it is like to do a particular job.

What to do next

Thank you for taking time to answer our questions.
Please send your answers to us before 30 June 2011. 

You can send your response by email to: send.greenpaper@education.gsi.gov.uk 

Or you can send your answers by post to: Consultation Unit, Department for Education, Area 1C, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn WA7 2GJ.

If you would like us to tell you that we have received your answers, please tick  this box. [image: image128.png]



Getting involved in future work

The Department for Education carries out lots of research and consultations. Would you like to take part in future research or consultations? 
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Yes
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No


About our consultations
The Government has set rules that we have to follow when we have a consultation.

· A consultation has to take place when people can really influence what the Government is going to do. 

· It should last at least 12 weeks. But it should be longer when needed. 

· We should be clear with people about the consultation process, what we are planning, how people can influence our plans and the expected costs and the benefits of our plans.

· People who are going to be affected by the plans should find it easy to take part in the consultation.

· Consultations should be as easy as possible for people who are taking part. 

· We should read all answers carefully and give feedback when a consultation is finished.

· Government workers who carry out consultations should get training in how to carry out a good consultation. And they should share their experiences with other workers, so that they can learn lessons.


If you would like to tell us what you think about how we carry out our consultations, please contact:

Donna Harrison, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator
Telephone: 01928 738212 
Email: donna.harrison@education.gsi.gov.uk
