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‘Phil’s unique blend of innovative thinking and evidence
based practice has made an outstanding contribution to
searcher.
He has developed and published cutting edge approaches which keep young people at their heart. His ability
to recognise opportunities for projects that have posi-

other organisations.
Phil has earned an international reputation for his sensifamilies. His work around Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA) has led to endorsement of its differential
diagnosis.
Phil’s vision and legacy will continue to enhance the lives
of people with autism and their families for a long time to
come.’

The PDA contact group is growing, the forum
is busy and the number of enquiries for
support and information is increasing. It is fast
becoming clear that the group must consider
the future and start thinking ahead. Awareness
and recognition of PDA is greater than ever
before and it is perhaps time for the group to
develop its role in response to this change in
status.
PDA may not have made it into everyone’s vocabulary, but it is on the agenda for being taken
seriously by a wider range of professionals.
To cut to the chase, the logical next move is for
the PDA contact group to become a registered
charity. With charity status many things become much easier and a formal charity carries
clout and credibility.
To register with the charities commission, we
need to have a bank balance of £5000, something that we are quite a way from at the moment. Margo has placed applications for grants
and funding to help, but ( you’ve guessed it)
it is much easier to attract funding if you are
already a charity.
My instinctive reaction is ‘why can’t we raise
the money ourselves?’ In theory a couple of
quid from every member would raise over
£4000. Of course it is not that simple. Out of a
total membership of over 2000 maybe only 5%
are active users of the forum.

Could you hold a coffee morning, jumble sale,
sponsored walk/run etc?
All I am aiming to do is look for ideas and test
the feasibility of raising money through our
membership. Ideas are just as welcome as
pledges of help.
Once charity status is secured, the immediate
priority is to update the website and forum.
John Elvin has done a sterling job as a webmaster, but the group is out growing it’s internet
home and is outpacing Johns available time to
maintain the site.
It could be that we have web or IT
professionals amongst our membership,
maybe we have the skills in house to drive a
new website forward?
If you could help, I would love to hear from you.
In fact if there are any skills you might be able
to offer, I am all ears. I cannot predict all the
areas in which we will need help, but it would
be good to have some idea of what might be
available.
Is anyone in the print trade and able to
persuade an employer to do small (free)
administrative roles, telephone support etc.

I really do not know what the statistics are, but
effective membership might be a 100 or so. All
of a sudden a couple of pounds each is turning
into £40 or £50!

Initially I am just looking to collect information
and gather support. I am hoping that you
can give me enough to be able to say to the
committee:-

Finances are tight for many of us, but digging
in our own pockets is not the only way to make

“Yes, we really can make this happen”.

charitable status does restrict options for fund
raising, but it does not have to stop us.
One thing I want to make absolutely clear, is
that primary support from the forum and the
group will never be linked to the ability to pay.
and must remain so.
Attached to this newsletter is a form that is designed for feedback. I am not asking anyone to
form or even make a cast iron promise of help.
What I am trying to do is test the water!
Would you be willing to make a donation?
Or would you be willing to do something to
raise funds?

Finally, I am looking for ideas. What could or
should the group be doing? What information
ought to be on a new website? In what areas
do we need to improve and what should we be
aspiring towards for the future?
Please either respond via the form or email me
directly.
neville.starnes@pdacontact.org.uk
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PDA Contact Group

Fund Raising and Consultation Questionnaire
PERSONAL DETAILS This information is voluntary.
PERSONAL DETAILS This information is voluntary.
Forum user-name

Forum username
CONTACT DETAILS
Namepreferences
Contact
Email
Tel.

If necessary can we contact you by:Name

Forum PM

Y

N

forum personal messaging

Email
email address

Y

N

contact via email

Phone

Y

N

by telephone

telephone

Yes

No

DONATIONS This is not a commitment to give. The group has not set up facilities to collect donations. These
questions are purely for assessment purposes. No one will be placed under any obligation.
Would you be willing to make a one-off donation?

YES

NO

YES

NO

Would you be willing to take part in fundraising organised by the group?

YES

NO

Would you be willing to hold your own event to raise money?

YES

NO

YES

NO

What amount would you consider?
Would you consider a regular donation? (eg by direct debit)

FUND RAISING

(eg coffee morning, garage sale etc)

OTHER SUPPORT
Do you have skills or time that you could give to the group
( eg admin, telephone support etc)
(eg web-design/maintenance, printing etc)

Ideas, suggestions or further comment

RESET FORM

SUBMIT FORM

