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Do your PAs pass the test?

A national project is now under way to explore the training and qualifications agenda for Personal Assistants in the 21st century. ARC and ILA have joined forces to conduct a consultation exercise with PA Users and PAs themselves. The outcome will be training ‘matrix’ that ensures that:

· PAs have access to the right skills and knowledge to do a good job;

· PAs can develop a career pathway;

· PA Users can decide what training they might want or need for their PA;
· PA Users benefit from employing PAs who they want to employ;

· Funding is easier to get as PAs will be taking recognised qualifications

The consultation involves a series of events where people can say what skills, knowledge and approaches PAs need to do the best job. As places at the events are very limited, it is also possible to make your opinions known through a questionnaire.

Workshops are being held in:

Worcester on June 24th 

Nottingham on July 2nd

Bristol on July 9th

Southampton on July 9th 

Newcastle on July 10th 

To book a place please contact ARC on 01246 555043 or email Dorothy.robinson@arcuk.org.uk.

If you would like to contribute by filling in a questionnaire, you can get one from ILA on 0208 906 9265, or ARC on 01246 555043 or you can find them on either websites at:

•
www.ILAnet.co.uk
•
www.arcuk.org.uk  

N.B. ARC also has a project funded by the Department of Health to develop a National Network for Personal Assistants, offering information, support, and peer contact and support.  It is called PA Net, and information is included with this pack, along with a postcard to join the network.
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