DIARY DATES:

Welcome to Positive Aspects Diary Dates supplement.  Below are listed the events which are due to take place between March - June 2007.  The more people get to know about Positive Aspects, the more diary dates I get sent.  This is brilliant, but please send me any dates in word format, as it is easier for me to save to disk and retrieve when I need them.  There are probably lots of events I don’t know about, so please remember that those below are the ones I know of. Also remember, that the information with each event is basic.  You are advised to visit each link with the event and/or contact the organiser for further details and costs etc., If you know of an event that others might like to know about please send, in word format to: trudy.1@ntlworld.com.  The next issue of Diary Dates will come out around 1st May 2007 with the next issue of Positive Aspects.

Please use the easy hyperlinks below to take you to the month you wish to view.  You will also find there are ‘top of the document’ hyperlinks at the end of each month which will return you to this page.

MARCH


    APRIL
    
             MAY
     

        JUNE
MARCH

As this issue of Diary Dates wasn’t sent out at 1st March as intended, events have started from Monday 5th March.

1st – 31st March - Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month - Raising awareness of ovarian cancer and vital funds towards research into the disease. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1228&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2031%20Mar%202007 
1st – 31st March - The Great Daffodil Appeal – The Great Daffodil Appeal happens every March and is Marie Curies Cancer Care’s annual flagship campaign - http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/ 

1st – 31st March - Veggie Month - A celebration of vegetarianism and campaigning to inform schools, retailers, restaurants, community groups and others about the benefits of a vegetarian diet. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=790&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2031%20Mar%202007 

1st – 31st March - National Bed Month - The annual month long celebration of beds is designed to remind everyone of the importance of a good bed to a good night's sleep. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=787&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2031%20Mar%202007 

5th March - West Midlands Regional Meeting - 10:30 am to 12:30 pm - Open Meeting - No Charge -  

Venue - Perdiswell Young People’s Leisure Club, Worcestester - Contact: Lucy Devlin - Tel: 01384 2144654 - E-mail: lucy.devlin@dgoh.nhs.uk








5th March – Managing new realities – London - Managing New Realities was established in 2003 to bring together the worlds of health, social care and housing to discuss the commissioning and provision of integrated and personalised services for adults. The event has quickly developed to become the primary opportunity for the sectors to meet and work together to forge a common, innovative and challenging agenda for service development.  http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/index.asp 

5th March - (CHAT) CHALLENGING HATRED AGAINST DISABLED PEOPLE LAUNCH - The Council of Disabled People alongside West Midlands Police Authority and Coventry City Council are delighted to announce the launch of the hate crime-reporting centre for Disabled people. If you are a Disabled person and feel you have been the victim of Hate Crime or are a concerned relative, friend, or a professional working with a Disabled people come along and learn more about the work being done to support Disabled people - Time: 11am till 1pm - Venue: Coventry
To Book a place please contact us: Tel: 02476 712984 - Email: justice@cdp.org.uk
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5th March - Medical careers day: so you want to be a doctor? - The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London - http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/c10-careers.htm 

5th March - Planning for the future event – Mencap - 12.30pm – 2.30pm - Hull - If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability. For more information contact:  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925

5th March - Peter Mellett Memorial lecture: The God self in therapy – London - http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smth_p.htm#march 
5th & 6th March - Family Course – Lichfield - http://www.posturalcareskills.com/41121/41201.html 
5 – 11 March - Lavender Week - As well as taking part in Breast Cancer Awareness Month each year along with all the other breast cancer charities, the Lavender Trust runs its own awareness campaign each March, Lavender Week.  http://www.breastcancercare.org.uk/content.php?page_id=5666 

6th March - Regional meeting to consider developments that have taken place since the launch of the CHD NSF for Arrhythmias and Sudden Cardiac Death and to recognise and celebrate good practice.  This meeting is being hosted and organised by the Arrhythmia Alliance, and is being supported by the Department of Health Heart Team and the Heart Improvement Programme.  - Novotel Hotel, Reading - http://www.novotel.com/novotel/fichehotel/gb/nov/5432/fiche_hotel.shtml - view agenda
6th March - Sensory Issues & Autism - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  - Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
6th March – Education and Career planning:  Supporting young people who are blind or partially sighted through transitions - Leeds – RNIB – Grosvenor House, Grosvenor Road, Headingley, Leeds – Tel: 0113 274 8855 – Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

6th March – The Patient in Pain – what can we do?  St Nicholas Hospice – Bury St Edmunds - Suffolk  – 2.00 – 3.30pm.  For more details contact Rachel Brown – Tel: 01284 715591 Email: Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk 

6th March - Rationing of Healthcare: the price of progress  - A one day conference - London http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/c10-7-rationing.htm 
6th March - One-day IT training course – London - http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/wordmarch.htm 
6th March – Carers & Work – London - This training course aims to increase participants’ knowledge of the practical and financial support available to carers at work/those who wish to start or return to work. Some knowledge of the benefits system is advisable before attending this course. The course is participative. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1150736721  

6th March - Implementing the Disability Equality Duty Support Programme: Delivering quality
Centennial Centre, Birmingham - For a copy of programme/application form, please e-mail Joanna.Stuart@lsc.gov.uk 

6th, 7th, 21st, 22nd and 23rdMarch - Communication for All course - Exeter - Communication and Learning assistance for pupils with ASD, MLD, PMLD, SLD and other aspects of Special Educational Needs.  Looking at new angles in the use of AAC (Augmentative and Alternative Communication). Discovering difficulties in accessing High and Low Tech Communication Aids and how to overcome them by using Motor Planning Training.  How to save money by making your own interactive resources. You can access the complete course or attend any of the individual days. Parents and carers are invited to attend at special rates.  Please email contactcandle@btinternet.com 
6th – 12th March – Endometriosis Awareness Week - http://www.shetrust.org.uk/ 

6th March – Suffolk Carers - Centre Support Group - at the Centre, Claydon - 7.00pm to 9.00pm - Join a group of Family Carers at our monthly social support group.  For more information contact Reception on 01473 835400 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 

Top of the Document
6th March - Celebrating Equality…  They’re back! - A free networking buffet lunch, 12pm - 2pm - Newcastle - To book a place, Helen: helen@equality-ne.co.uk or 0191 492 1444/1333.  Alternatively, you can download a booking form from the website: - http://www.equality-ne.co.uk/readevent.php?id=1530 

7th March - Community Care Law: Introduction – London - Community care law has been described as a ‘hotchpotch’ of statutes. This course is a basic starting point for anyone wanting to make sense of this complex area of law. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096479138 

7th March – Making Sense of P Scales - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website:  http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
7th March - Including Me: Working with children with complex health needs - York - 9.45am - 4.00pm - If you work with children with complex health needs, this course will be of interest to you.
Based on the highly popular book, 'Including Me: Managing complex health needs in schools and early years settings', this one day training course will enable participants to develop policies and procedures specific to local circumstances, helping to ensure that children and young people with complex health needs can access education and childcare.  This course will be of interest to managers and practitioners working in education and early years settings including childminders, nurseries, Children's Centres, Sure Start staff as well as those in play schemes, after-school clubs and extended schools.  It is also relevant to social care staff.    Contact us on 020 7843 1906/6084 or email training@ncb.org.uk http://www.ncb.org.uk/Page.asp?originx2024ys_16701525562540y39k3368525521
7th March  - Dyslexia: Fact & Fiction. What every parent & teacher should know. WORKSHOPS HELD AT THE RED CROSS CENTRE - 28 WORPLE ROAD WIMBLEDON SW19 4EE -  For more information contact: Hyperactive Children’s Support Group – Tel: 020 8544 1100 Email: workshophacsg@aol.com      
7th March - Are you a family carer of a person with a learning disability? Would you like to become better informed? We have quarterly meetings run by carers for carers - We invite speakers on relevant topics - Have updates on policies & legislation - Information on new pilot schemes - Share information on all aspects of caring - Would you like to change things for the better? - We listen to the issues & views of carers of people with a learning disability in Essex. We promote these views & bring the issues to those people who are influential in the policy making process - Come & join us - 10 - 12 at the Anglia Ruskin University, Chelmsford
(Please contact us for directions) - Contact: Charlotte Morse 01206 579791 or charlotte.morse@virgin.net 
8th March - Celebrating Equality…  They’re back! - A free networking buffet lunch, 12pm - 2pm - Hartlepool - To book a place, Helen: helen@equality-ne.co.uk or 0191 492 1444/1333.  Alternatively, you can download a booking form from the website: - http://www.equality-ne.co.uk/readevent.php?id=1530
8th March - Embedding and Integrating Literacy, Language and Numeracy within vocational programmes - You wouldn’t expect a maths teacher to teach plastering… Abbey Community Centre, 34 Great Smith Street, London SW1P3BU http://www.niace.org.uk/Conferences/lln-vocational.htm 

8th March – Mental Health Outcomes Research – Implications for Practice – Free – No need to book – Venue:  St Bartholomew School of Nursing and Midwifery, Philpot Street, Whitechapel, London.  Starts at 4pm prompt.  Contact Julia Jones – Tel: 020 7040 5485 or email: j.jones-4@city.ac.uk 

8th March - Sex Education for young people with Autism and Learning Difficulties: Growing and Learning - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website:  http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
8th March – CETC - Mental Capacity Act Training with Richard Jones – London - Please contact Catherine Ayres on 020 7977 6658 or email cayres@cru.rcpsych.ac.uk 

8th March - Introduction to autistic spectrum disorders - The Jury's Inn, Scotswood Road, Newcastle - This conference organised by the National Autistic Society will give a broad overview of autistic spectrum disorders. It will aim to give an overview of the characteristics of ASD and the impact of this on behaviour, teaching and learning. Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362 http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

8th March - EARLY YEARS (0-4 YEARS) - Speech and Language Development – London - This conference organised by the DSA is geared towards parents of very young children with Down’s syndrome as well as health, education and social care professionals working with children with Down’s syndrome under the age of 5 years. DSA http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=100 
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8th March – Involving parents and carers of young people – in the planning and review of services for children and young people with additional/special needs – A meeting for parents and carers of children and young people in North Somerset – Venue:  Bristol – 7pm – 9pm – For more information – contact Maggie Potter mandkdp@hotmail.com Paula Edmondson – paulaedmondson@onetel.net Tel: 07717 706 340

8th March – Perspectives on Autism – A One Day Conference – Anglia Ruskin University, Chelmsford – Essex – For more information contact:  Tony Bennett – Tel: 0845 196 3587 Email: tony.Bennett@anglia.ac.uk 

8th March – International Women’s Day - http://www.internationalwomensday.com/ 

8th – 11th March – Crufts Dog Show - http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/  

9th March - Speech and Language Development For School Age Children – London - This conference organised by the DSA is geared towards a range of professionals working with school-age children with Down’s syndrome. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=105 

9th March – Learning Disability Open Meeting – Everyone is welcome and its free – Frank Lampl Building – Kingston Hill, Surrey – 2.00 – 4.00pm Valerie Sinason and Winnie McNeil – From Hurt to Healing – Respond’s Services for People with Learning Disabilities – Please contact – Sue Spicer – Tel: 020 8725 0125 or Email: Jim Blair jblair@hscs.sghms.ac.uk 

9th March - 'Fashion Remix' is being held in conjunction with the UCE's Fashion Department with auction prizes donated so far by the Clothes Show Live, Armani, The Radisson & sponsorship from Touchwood shopping centre. The show celebrates 60 years of fashion and 60 years of Mencap, featuring professional models with and without a learning disability.  Take a journey back in time to celebrate the styles of the 1940's, 50's, 60's 70's, 80's & 90's. The evening will include a sparkling drinks reception, 6 catwalk shows, stilt walkers, dancers, musical entertainment and an after-show party held at one of Birmingham's most exclusive bars. Birmingham-born actress and former 'Casualty' star Sarah Manners is hosting the event alongside celebrity stylist Bradley Taylor. Join us in celebrating Birmingham's official status as the UK's best shopping destination outside of London. Money raised from this exciting event will help improve the lives of over 200,000 children and adults with a learning disability in the East and West Midlands.  'Fashion Remix' takes place at the Holiday Inn Birmingham, from 6.30pm onwards.  Contact Sonia Malik - Fundraising Executive sonia.malik@mencap.org.uk 0121 708 3037 

9th March – Suffolk Carers - Singing Workshop - at the Oasis Centre, Bury St Edmunds - 11.00am to 1.00pm - For Family Carers who enjoy singing - no confidence required - that will come!  For more information contact Tracy Sharp on 01473 286746 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
9th March - Autism awareness a basic understanding - An introductory event aimed at anyone wishing to develop awareness and understanding of people who have an autistic spectrum disorder. - Who for - This event will be beneficial to direct service workers who work with young people and adults in services for people with autistic spectrum disorders.  Kidderminster - http://www.bildservices.org.uk/acatalog/Autistic_spectrum_disorder.html 
9th March - Implementing the Disability Equality Duty Support Programme: Delivering quality

- Wigan Investment Centre, Wigan - For a copy of the programme and application form, please e-mail Joanna.Stuart@lsc.gov.uk  

10th March - Young People's Days - CALLING 11-18 YEAR OLDS - COME ALONG AND HAVE SOME SERIOUS FUN! Following the success of Afasic's Young People's Days we are planning more - The days are for young people aged 11-18 who have speech and language difficulties. They offer a chance to meet and get to know others and chat about things, which are important to young people.  Stockport http://www.afasic.org.uk/courses.htm 
10th March - Big Curry Night 2007 - thousands of people across the world will be getting together to enjoy a really great night in with friends. They will be sampling, tasting, drinking, chatting and generally sharing in a fantastic social event - all in the name of some of the poorest people in the World.  http://www.vso.org.uk/events/bcn_2007.asp
11th – 18th March – Real Nappy Week - http://www.wen.org.uk/rnw/ 

11th – 17th March – Obesity Awareness Week - http://www.toast-uk.org/ 

12th March – Commonwealth Day - http://commonwealthday.com/ 

12th March - Implementing the Disability Equality Duty Support Programme: Delivering quality - Cambridge - For a copy of the programme and application form, please e-mail Joanna.Stuart@lsc.gov.uk  
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12th March – Home Zones for London Conference – London Play will celebrate the conclusion of its 3 year Home Zones for London project with a conference to be held at GLA’s City Hall, London.  This event will launch the end of the project evaluation and is a chance to share the lessons learned with residents and community groups, local authorities, the play sector and anyone with an interest in making London’s streets more people-friendly.  Email: anna@londonplay.org.uk or visit: http://www.londonplay.org.uk/document.php?document_id=17 

12 – 13th & 26th – 27th March - Postgraduate Certificate in Asperger Syndrome – Manchester  A successful collaboration between The National Autistic Society and Sheffield Hallam University.  This course has been running for over three years throughout the UK - Please call 0115 847 3518 for more details. 

12th – 18th March – Brain Awareness Week - http://www.dana.org/edab/welcome_en.cfm 

12th - 18th March – National Ideas Day – ideas UK launched National Ideas Day on 14th March 2001. – 14th March having been chosen as a special day to focus on creativity and innovation in the workplace on the anniversary of Einstein’s birth. http://www.ideasuk.com/nationalideasweek.htm 

13th March - Advocacy for Carers: Introduction – London - If you are required to advocate on behalf of carers as part of your job, this course will equip you with the skills and the confidence to do this effectively. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096533965 
13th March - Teaching Assistants Awareness Day – MANAGING CHALLENGING BEHAVIOUR Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website:  http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
13th March – (BILD) Non-instructed advocacy - Warrington – This event will enable delegates to look at the complex issues of how to advocate for people with a learning disability who are not able to direct the advocacy themselves. The day offers a 'toolbox' of ideas and practical suggestions to make sure people with high support needs are not only heard but taken seriously. Who for:  Anyone wanting a greater understanding of 'non instructed advocacy' or advocacy for those with high individual support needs.  BILD publishes a book titled ‘A voice of their own’, which supports this event and will be available for purchase on the day. Download information




13th March - The Childcare Act: Understanding the new duties - The Childcare Act 2006 has significant implications for all practitioners and service managers working in early years and other settings. This new course will enable participants to understand the key features of the Act and the implications for their own practice and the development of services in their area. The course draws on research and policy work undertaken at NCB and offers participants the opportunity to understand and plan for the implementation of their new responsibilities.  Quality Hotel, Birmingham http://www.ncb.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_1812vo_2722830010086n20q_20061016651n 

13th March - Implementing the Disability Equality Duty Support Programme: Delivering quality Novotel Hotel, York, YO1 4AD For a copy of programme/application form e-mail Joanna.Stuart@lsc.gov.uk   

13th March – National Autistic Society – Hull and East Riding Branch Meeting – The Children’s Centre – Walker Street – Hull – 7.30pm – 9.00pm - Tel: Julie 01482 797705 or email: nashullander@hotmail.com 
13th – 16th March – Admissions & Admission appeals – ACE (Advisory Centre for Education) Training Course – Practical training on education law, guidance, policy and practice – London – Tel: 020 7354 9069 Email: training@ace-ed.org.uk
14th March - Who decides? - Making decisions about your health, welfare and finances Who decides when you can’t? One-day conference covering the Mental Capacity Act, The Independent Advocacy Service (IMCA) Self Directed Care/Individualised Budgets.  Venue: Waterside Conference Centre. Waterside Drive, Wigan - 09.15am - 3.30pm.  The fee includes refreshments and lunch.  This day is for all who work within the Health and Social Care Families, carers and People who use services. http://www.supported-living.org/index.htm 

14th March – Disabled Living’s Paediatric Moving and Handling Conference – Rivermead Leisure Complex, Reading, Berkshire – Booking Essential – Tel:  08707 601 580 Email: info@disabledliving.co.uk 

14th March – NO SMOKING DAY - http://www.nosmokingday.org.uk/
14th March  - ADHD: Strategies for Behavioural Management including Diet & Nutritional Intervention. WORKSHOPS HELD AT THE RED CROSS CENTRE - 28 WORPLE ROAD WIMBLEDON For more information contact: Hyperactive Children’s Support Group – Tel: 020 8544 1100 Email: workshophacsg@aol.com
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14th March - Teaching Assistants Awareness Day – MANAGING CHALLENGING BEHAVIOUR Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
14th March - Neurological problems in rheumatological disease - Topics will include cerebral vasculitis, post polio syndrome and neuropathic pain in rheumatology London - http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtr_r.htm#march 

14th March – Suffolk Carers - Lowestoft Outreach Centre - at Lowestoft Community Church, Hadenham Road, S Lowestoft - 9.45am to 3.00pm - Join a group of Family Carers from Lowestoft taking part in learning and social activities every other month.  For more information contact Daniel Bunker on 01473 835446 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
14th – 15th & 28th & 29th March - Postgraduate Certificate in Asperger Syndrome - Leicester - A successful collaboration between The National Autistic Society and Sheffield Hallam University. This course has been running for over three years throughout the UK - Please call 0115 847 3518 for more information.

14th – 16th March – Faculty of Liaison Psychiatry Annual Meeting – Amsterdam - Contact: Sally Fricker - College Conference Office - Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145 - email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac.uk 

15th March - South West Regional Autism Convention - The National Autistic Society - BAWA Centre, Bristol - The convention offers a chance for professionals from a variety of autism-related organisations to get together. Tel: 0117 9748415 http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 
15th March – Kidz South – Exhibition totally dedicated to disabled children, their families, and the professionals that work with them.  – Richmead Leisure Complex, Reading, Berkshire – 9.30am to 5.00pm – free entry – For more Tel: 08707 601 580 Email: info@disabledliving.co.uk 

15th March - Building better life: improving the knowledge and practice in housing provision to black and minority ethnic communities' conference - 9.30am – 4.00pm – Leeds - The Race Equality Foundation is holding a conference that will provide an opportunity to explore evidence on the health needs and experiences of black and minority ethnic communities as well as how to improve policy and practice.  Tel:  Tracey Bignall on 020 7619 6225 or email: tracey@racefound.org.uk for further information - Download details and a booking form at: www.raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/news/events.asp#mlbmar 

15th March - Implementing the Disability Equality Duty Support Programme - Leicester
For a copy of the programme and application form, please e-mail Pauline.Stewart@lsc.gov.uk
15th March - Leicestershire Centre for Integrated Living - Disabled Parents Alliance – LCIL – an 
organisation established by disabled people, for disabled people. We play a pivotal role in promoting disability issues and providing services for disabled people.  The Disabled Parents Alliance is a service in LCIL which aims to support and empower Disabled Parents, so that they can achieve their potential.  Please attend our meeting - Braunstone – St Peters Church - 10 a.m. till 12p.m - Phone: 0116 222 5005 - E-mail: stella@lcil.org.uk or gail@lcil.org.uk 

15th March – Truly Inclusive Conference – Ensuring inclusion of learners who are blind or partially sighted in post-compulsory education – University of Leeds – RNIB – Grosvenor House, Grosvenor Road, Headingley, Leeds – Tel: 0113 274 8855 – Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

15th March - Leaders or followers? - The place of regions in promoting adult learning and skills Megacentre, Bernard Road, Sheffield, South Yorkshire http://www.niace.org.uk/Conferences/leaders.htm 

15th March - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training  - Derby College - http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=384
16th March - Regional meeting to consider developments that have taken place since the launch of the CHD NSF for Arrhythmias and Sudden Cardiac Death and to recognise and celebrate good practice.  This meeting is being hosted and organised by the Arrhythmia Alliance, and are being supported by the Department of Health Heart Team and the Heart Improvement Programme.  - Rookery Hall, Nantwich - www.handpicked.co.uk/rookeryhall - view agenda
16th March - Ideas Into Action - Young People and Alcohol – Raising Awareness, Building Skills – Leicester - The issue of young people’s alcohol consumption, in particular the risk related to ‘binge’ drinking, is one which has attracted wide publicity and is a major concern for anyone working with young people. http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=94209 
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16th March – Red Nose Day - http://www.rednoseday.com/ 

16th March - Ideas Into Action - Young People and Alcohol – Raising Awareness, Building Skills - The issue of young people’s alcohol consumption, in particular the risk related to ‘binge’ drinking, is one which has attracted wide publicity and is a major concern for anyone working with young people. This training day is packed with activities to use with young people that raise awareness, build resilience skills and promote discussion. The National Youth Agency, Leicester http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=94209 

16th March – National Autistic Society – Hull and East Riding Branch – 1st Conference 2007 – Self Directed Support – How to, who and what is out there - Octagon Centre, Walker Street – Hull – 9.30am – 3.00pm - Tel: Julie 01482 797705 Heidi: 01482 443425 or email: nashullander@hotmail.com
16th March - Implementing the Disability Equality Duty Support Programme: Delivering quality - Somerset College of A&T, Taunton - For a copy of the programme/application form - e-mail Joanna.Stuart@lsc.gov.uk 

18th March – Mothering Sunday (Mothers Day) 

18th March – British Sign Language Day - http://www.learntosign.org.uk/ 

19th March – Essex Coalition of Disabled People Presents – Bite Size training: half day and one day sessions centred around the ethos of ECDP – Disability Equality, Rights and Independent Living – Disability Equality Essentials – 10.00am to 1.00pm – Designed to provide a short introduction to the Disability Movement and Social Model Theory, the day can be utilised by those new to the world of disability or those needing to refresh previous learning. Venue:  ECDP, Ivan Peck House, 1 Russell Way, Chelmsford, Essex – Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk Tel: 01245 392301 or visit: http://www.ecdp.org.uk/det-courses/page.asp?DocumentID=22
19th March - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Crawley http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=385 

19th March – Supporting the development of infants with Down syndrome from birth – 3 years – Sarah Duffen Centre – Southsea – Hampshire – Tel: 023 9285 5330 Email: enquiries@downsed.org or visit: www.downsed.org/training/
19th – 25th March - Share the Care Week – asking people to GIVE A LITTLE TIME AND MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE to the lives of disabled children and their parents The aim of Share the Care Week is to recruit more short break carers for the thousands of disabled children waiting for breaks. These carers provide regular short-term care and help a disabled child enjoy the everyday activities other children take for granted. At the same time their parents get a regular break from caring. SCN will be launching the findings of its UK survey of short break schemes for disabled children.   A key theme this year is recruiting older carers (Shared Care Network’s latest UK survey shows that at least a third of carers are over 50). The week will also focus on: -the need to recruit more carers - the need to recruit more carers from Black and minority ethnic backgrounds - and the huge rise in schemes using paid carers to reduce waiting lists for “hard to place” children (e.g. children with autism, complex healthcare needs, severe physical disabilities). Schemes across the country will be recruiting carers locally.  For more information contact Pat Simmons/ Sue Mennear at Shared Care Network on 0117 9415361. Email sue.mennear@sharedcarenetwork.org.uk 

20th March – Palliative Care Emergencies – What to do - St Nicholas Hospice – Bury St Edmunds - Suffolk  – 2.00 – 3.30pm.  Contact Rachel Brown – Tel: 01284 715591 Email: Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk
20th/30th March – Exclusions & Exclusion appeals - ACE (Advisory Centre for Education) Training Course – Practical training on education law, guidance, policy and practice – London – Tel: 020 7354 9069 Email: training@ace-ed.org.uk 

20th March - Intensive Interaction - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website:  http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
20th March - Overcoming disability in the workplace - Practical guidelines on assisting individuals with physical and psychological disabilities to remain at work - The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtoccup.htm#march contact Claire Marsh - Tel: (+44) 020 7290 3943, fax (+44) 020 7290 2989 or mailto:occupational@rsm.ac.uk 
20th March – (BILD) Role of the self advocacy supporter – Kidderminster - The event will look at strategies for supporters to develop their skills and those of people with a learning disability to run effective self advocacy groups. You will be encouraged to identify ways to address issues round equity, equality and how to support people with learning disabilities to understand what their rights are and how these fit into their everyday lives. Download information
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20th March – International Earth Day - http://www.earthsite.org/ 

20th March – World Storytelling Day - http://www.storytellingday.net/ 

20th March - Protection Seminar 2007 - Coventry Learning Disabilities Partnership Board with PAVA & Ann Craft Trust  - Coventry Rugby Football Club, Butts Park Arena Coventry - Vulnerable Adults - Jake’s Justice 9.30am – 4.30pm A one-day seminar which will be looking at adult protection, this will be of interest to those working with all groups of vulnerable adults.  Sunny Arts have worked in partnership with Surrey County Council, Coventry Learning Disabilities Partnership Board and PAVA to produce a powerful new film entitled ‘Jake’s Justice’. This film is about the sexual abuse of a man with learning disabilities in a care home. The DVD will be launched during the day and will form the basis for workshop discussions.  The seminar will include keynotes from Deborah Kitson, Director at The Ann Craft Trust. Booking Form - http://www.choiceforum.org/jakesseminar.doc - please complete and return to Charlie Heywood at: ACT, Centre for Social Work, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD or email: charlotte.heywood@nottingham.ac.uk 


20th March – Kids PIP National Forum – London – To celebrate the work of the regional PIP Networks - Tel: Sam Nerminathan – 0207 359 3073 Email: networkcoordinator@kids.org.uk 

21st March - "What's it like to be me?" Venue - The Jury's Inn, 245, Broad Street, Birmingham - The full title of this conference. Organised by the National Autistic Society, is "What's it like to be me?” an insight into the lives of those with ASD and their families. www.autism.org.uk/conferences Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362
21st March  - Brain Gym: To help improve Children's Memory and Concentration as well as Behaviour.  WORKSHOPS HELD AT THE RED CROSS CENTRE - 28 WORPLE ROAD WIMBLEDON -  For more information contact: Hyperactive Children’s Support Group – Tel: 020 8544 1100 Email: workshophacsg@aol.com
21st March - Implementing the Disability Equality Duty Support Programme: Delivering quality

Avonmouth House, London, SE1 6NX - For a copy of the programme and application form, please e-mail Joanna.Stuart@lsc.gov.uk   
21st March – World Poetry Day - http://www.teacherplanet.com/resource/worldpoetry.php 

21st March – First Day Of Spring - http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/time/seasons.htm 

21st March - New Approaches to Preventing Suicide - Suicide Prevention is a major national activity; the government have set a target of a 20% reduction in the suicide rate by 2010.  This conference will focus on a wide range of imaginative, preventive measures that are relevant to the whole of society.  In addition, the challenging area of self-harm will be considered in detail.  The emphasis will be on practical workshops with maximum audience participation throughout the day. ORT House Conference Centre, London http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=592 

21st March - World Down's Syndrome Day - Countries all round the world will be hosting their own celebrations and the Down's syndrome Association will be doing the same. The day is free, but as places are limited to a maximum of 150 – Teddington - please contact Paul Zanon on 0845 230 0372 or email paul.zanon@downs-syndrome.org.uk to reserve your place. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=120 
21st March - APLD - First Announcement – Our Health, Our Care, Our Say – Venue: Innovation Centre, Nuneaton – Reply to: APLD Head Office, PO Box 145, Ashington, NE22 7WW - 9.15am ~ 4.15pm - Tel/Fax: 01670 843159 - email: apld@btinternet.com by 15 January 2007 http://www.ldhealthnetwork.org.uk/flyermar.doc 

21st March - Benefits for Carers: Introduction – London - This course provides a clear introduction to the main welfare benefits that affect carers. Some familiarity with the benefits system, including disability benefits, is advisable before attending this course.   http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096535386 
21st March - SW Division The Physical Wellbeing of Mental Health Patients – A Workshop - St Cuthbert’s Conference Centre, Buckfastleigh Please contact Pat McPhee or Angela Burge on 0117 344 5043 or email:pmcphee@southwestdiv.rcpscyh.ac.uk or aburge@southwestdiv.rcpsych.ac.uk   

21st March – New Approaches to preventing suicide - London - Suicide Prevention is a major national activity; the government have set a target of a 20% reduction in the suicide rate by 2010.  This conference will focus on a wide range of imaginative, preventive measures that are relevant to the whole of society.  http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=592 
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21st March – Free Training Seminars for Youth Organisations - "Watch Your Language" - working with young people with speech, language and communication impairments.  A series of free training seminars for organisations working with young people, to raise awareness amongst staff and volunteers about the nature and impact of speech and language impairments and provide some strategies for working with these young people – Preston - http://www.afasic.org.uk/courses.htm 

21st – 23rd March - SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY - 3 Day Specialist Speech and Language Therapy Belfast - This 3-day course has been established with Symbol UK Ltd to improve the knowledge, skills and expertise of Speech and Language Therapists working with people with Down's syndrome. For information on booking the 3-day Specialist Speech and Language Training Course for Registered Speech and Language Therapists, please contact our Northern Ireland Office on 028 9070 4606 http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=121 
22nd March – World Water Day - http://www.worldwaterday.org/ 

22nd March – Suffolk Carers - Bereavement Consultation Day - at the Centre, Claydon - 10.00am to 3.00pm if you have suffered bereavement as a Family Carer we would really appreciate your help at this consultation event to try and help us to plan a new bereavement service here at Suffolk Family Carers.  Light lunch provided.  For more information please contact Mandy Emms on 01473 835411 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
22nd March - Health Inequalities - There impact on people with intellectual disabilities and their families For further details on this meeting please contact Marie Blythe at intellectual.disability@rsm.ac.uk http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/fmtld.htm#march The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London, W1G 0AE

22nd March - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Glasgow - http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=387 

22nd March - 20:20 skills vision - your views on learning and working in the future - Free events for learners - Wigan Investment Centre, Wigan http://www.niace.org.uk/Conferences/2020vision.htm 

22nd March - Implementing the Disability Equality Duty Support Programme - Gatwick
For a copy of the programme and application form, please e-mail Joanna.Stuart@lsc.gov.uk
22nd March - Intellectual Disability Forum - New technologies addressing the health inequalities of people with intellectual disabilities – London - There has been an increasing recognition of the disparity in health suffered by people with an intellectual disability (ID) If the achievement of a good quality of health is an appropriate goal for all, it follows that this aim is also right for those with an intellectual disability.  Health may be considered to be an interaction of individual characteristics and environmental factors, the impact of which is greater in people with intellectual disabilities. This brings particular challenges with regards to people with an intellectual disability who are a heterogeneous population with varying needs and who therefore require a complex array of health care provision.  The conference will explore the potential of technological solutions and use of clinical information to reduce and eliminate health disparities among people with intellectual disabilities - For further information on this meeting or to book on-line visit http://www.rsm.ac.uk/intellectual-disability Alternatively you can contact Claire Marsh on Tel: (+44) 020 7290 3943, fax (+44) 020 7290 2989 or mailto:intellectual.disability@rsm.ac.uk 

22nd March - Autistic Spectrum Disorder and People with Learning Disabilities -The TechnoCentre, Puma Way, Coventry - This conference has been organised by the NHS Services for People with Learning Disabilities in Coventry and aims to highlight the needs of people with learning disabilities who have autistic spectrum disorder. Contact:  Mr. David Martin, Audit, Information and Development Manager, Learning Disabilities Services, Stoney Stanton Road, COVENTRY, CV1 4FH - Tel 024 76 246 323 Email: david.martin@covwarkpt.nhs.uk Website: www.covwarkpt.nhs.uk 

22nd March - Valuing personal relationships and sexuality - An introductory event for anyone working with young people and adults wishing to develop awareness and understanding of sexuality and relationships in people who have a learning disability and/or autism. The content of the day will include - personal values and professional practice; sexuality and disability; law; relationship challenges and planning a programme to go away with. BILD publishes a range of materials in support of sexuality and will be available for purchase on the day.  For anyone working within learning disability services for both young people and adults. We can offer a discounted rate for a person with a learning disability or ASD; family carer or enabler; unwaged; small voluntary organisation (i.e. an organisation working in the learning disability field with no more than five paid members of staff). Manchester - http://www.bildservices.org.uk/acatalog/Health_and_wellbeing.html 
22nd – 24th March – The Education Show – NEC Birmingham - http://www.education-show.com/edsh/show_home1.asp 
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23rd March – World meteorological Day - http://www.wmo.ch/wmd/ 

23rd March – Suffolk Carers - Singing Workshop - at the Centre, Claydon - 11.00am to 1.00pm - For Family Carers who enjoy singing - no confidence required - that will come!  For more information contact Tracy Sharp on 01473 286746 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
23rd March - Self-Directed Support - something for everyone - A one-day conference on self-directed support: what it is, who it's for, and how to do it. ORT House Conference Centre, London http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=589 

23rd March - Equality in Employment Conference - 9.30am to 12.35pm, followed by Networking Lunch - Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead - Cost: Free - As an employer, do you need help with your responsibilities pertaining to equality and diversity in the workplace? The Conference will be an opportunity to attend various workshops and be one of the first employers to sign the pledge ‘Business against Bigotry.’  To book a place contact Laura - Email: info@equality-ne.co.uk, Tel: 0191 492 1444/1333 or visit the website for a booking form: -http://www.equality-ne.co.uk/readevent.php?id=1522
23rd March - Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website:  http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
23rd March – Pathways for children – Every Child Matters conference – Working together to provide effective routes for referral for children who are blind or partially sighted – The Pavillions, Harrogate – RNIB – Grosvenor House, Grosvenor Road, Headingley, Leeds – Tel: 0113 274 8855 – Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

23rd March – Self Directed Support – Something for everyone – London - Is in Control making a difference to your daily life? Or is it becoming just another buzz word in social care? In 2003 in Control began work with six pilot local authorities to test out a new operating system for social care, called self-directed support.  Today there are over 85 local authorities that are signed up to making self-directed support a reality for people who use social care in their areas, as well as a national government pilot.  This new way of working is creating changes for many people who either work in social care or whose lives are affected by the way social care is provided.  Yet, for many people, whose day-to-day lives have not yet changed, in Control and self-directed support are still just new buzz words.  http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=589 

23rd March - Regional meeting to consider developments that have taken place since the launch of the CHD NSF for Arrhythmias and Sudden Cardiac Death and to recognise and celebrate good practice.  This meeting is being hosted and organised by the Arrhythmia Alliance, and are being supported by the Department of Health Heart Team and the Heart Improvement Programme.  - Wood Hall, Leeds - www.handpicked.co.uk/woodhall - view agendas
23rd March – Mencaps – Wills Seminar – Planning for the future - 12.30pm – 2.30pm - Guildhall Arts Centre, St Peter's Hill, Grantham NG31 6PZ - If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability.  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925 

23rd March - Disability Equality: The New duties of the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 London - From December 2006, local authorities, and all services provided by them, will be legally required to comply with the Disability Equality Duty as outlined in the disability Discrimination Act 2005. This course will update practitioners and managers from all services providing support for children and their families on their duties under the new requirements. Participants will leave with clear actions to take forward. For information on the new duty, go to www.direct.gov.uk   http://www.ncb.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_6464mv_281833574420d28e_200610195415u 

24th March – 1st Annual SAFE (Safer Activities For Everyone) Conference – Courtyard By Marriott, Ipswich – 9.30am (for 10.00am) – 4.00pm – To explore the issues of safeguarding children and young people when they attend activities away from home or school – Tel:  01379 678961 Email: gill.Colchester@oursafesite.com 

24th March - SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY - Makaton Stages 1 & 2 - Belfast For information on the Makaton Stages 1 & 2 course, please contact our Northern Ireland office on 0289070 4606.  http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=122
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25th March - Growth factors and psychiatric disorders - at Clore Management Centre, Birkbeck College, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HX http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/gfpd.htm 
25th March – BRITISH SUMMER TIME BEGINS – Clocks move forward 1 hour 

26th March - Implementing the Disability Equality Duty Support Programme, Newcastle
For a copy of the programme and application form, please e-mail Paula.Martin@lsc.gov.uk
26th March - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Birmingham http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=388 

26th March - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Southampton Hotel http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=389
26th March - Regional meeting to consider developments that have taken place since the launch of the CHD NSF for Arrhythmias and Sudden Cardiac Death and to recognise and celebrate good practice.  This meeting is being hosted and organised by the Arrhythmia Alliance, and are being supported by the Department of Health Heart Team and the Heart Improvement Programme.  - Rhinefield House, New Forest - www.handpicked.co.uk/rhinefieldhouse - view agendas
26th March – Birmingham Playcare Network Spring Conference – The Norfolk Hotel, Birmingham – An essential day for play practitioners, managers, coordinators and organisers of play care, playscheme, extended school and other types of play provision – Contact Peter Bowden – Tel: 0121 464 8740 Email: BPCN@stpaulstrust.org.uk 

26th March – Mencaps – Wills Seminar – Planning for the future - Nottingham - 12.30pm – 2.30pm - If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability.  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925 

26th March - 1 day TEACCH seminar - The National Autistic Society - This one-day seminar will cover the basic principles of the TEACCH approach. Included in the programme: overview of autistic spectrum disorders and the key principles of TEACCH; the range and flexibility of TEACCH communication systems and schedules; environmental structure; ways forward. Tel: 0115 911 3367 http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

27th March – Advocacy reflective practice and networking – London - BILD run a number of advocacy events and we are aware this is a very broad subject to cover in depth in one session. These networking days will go beyond the 'basic' and allow participants to explore issues and reflect on their practice. This will be a facilitated session with an update on recent policy and other information, participants will then agree topics to discuss and action plan in small groups.  Download information 

27th March – Braille maths and the adaptations of diagrams for the tactile user – Leeds – RNIB – Tel: 0113 274 8855 – Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

27th March – Mencaps – Wills Seminar – Planning for the future - Leicestershire - 12.30pm – 2.30pm - If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability.  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925 

27th March - Further and Higher Education - New visions for the future of a changing higher education system - Abbey Community Centre, 34 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BU http://www.niace.org.uk/Conferences/FHE.htm 

28th March - 20:20 skills vision - your views on learning and working in the future - Free events for learners - Baylis House, Slough SL1 3PB http://www.niace.org.uk/Conferences/2020vision.htm
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28th March – Stroud Autistic Support Group - ANNUAL EVENING CONFERENCE - ‘EFFECTIVE EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN WITH ASD: RECENT GUIDANCE, STRATEGIES & RESOURCES’ This session will consider the principles which underpin good practice in the education of children with ASD, whatever type of provision they receive, and will provide information on recent literature and resources. Booking slips are available (to print) from www.sasg.org.uk/ForthcomingEvents.htm - ‘Evening Conference’ or can be requested from Amanda Jenkins, Tel. 01242 226356- E-mail Amanda-Jenkins@hotmail.co.uk 
28th March – Suffolk Carers - "Spring is Sprouting" Gardening Day - at the Centre, Claydon
(10.00am to 3.00pm) Get tips on taking cuttings and planting up baskets and pots for the summer - there will be some plants for sale and an opportunity to bring your own and swap.  Light lunch provided.  For more information contact Reception on 01473 835400 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
28th March – Mencaps – Wills Seminar – Planning for the future – Notts - 12.30pm – 2.30pm - If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability.  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925  

28th March - Curriculum for Diversity - Engaging Black and Minority Ethnic learners in Personal and Community Development Learning - Abbey Community Centre, 34 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BU http://www.niace.org.uk/Conferences/curriculum-div.htm 

28th March  - Autism: A Nutritional Approach with new research and insights.   WORKSHOPS HELD AT THE RED CROSS CENTRE - 28 WORPLE ROAD WIMBLEDON SW19 4EE - For more information contact: Hyperactive Children’s Support Group – Tel: 020 8544 1100 Email: workshophacsg@aol.com
28th & 29th March - E-Guides National Event 2007 - East Midlands Conference Centre, Nottingham.

http://www.niace.org.uk/Conferences/TrainingCourses/eguidesnatevent07.htm 

29th March - Mental Health and people with Autistic spectrum disorders - Venue: ORT House Conference Centre, London NW - Over recent years there has been a growing interest in autistic spectrum disorders. This conference will concentrate on the mental health issues, an area that is often neglected in other conferences. The day will offer an opportunity to hear from a number of experts in the field and will provide plenty of time for discussion. People with autistic spectrum disorders are vulnerable to developing mental health problems and the conference will explore issues of assessment, interventions and service delivery. People with autistic spectrum disorders span the range of intellectual functioning and some groups may fall between services, this issue will also be discussed. 
Click here to download the conference flyer or to book online Tel: 0870 890 1080 or email info@pavpub.com http://www.pavpub.com/mailings/autism/ebulletin.htm 


29th March – Options for Independent Living – 10.00am – 1.00pm – Essex Coalition of Disabled People – Chelmsford Essex – For more information contact: Clare Emmins Tel: 01245 392301 Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk 

29th March - Leicestershire Centre for Integrated Living - Disabled Parents Alliance - LCIL - an organisation established by disabled   people, for disabled people. We play a pivotal role in promoting disability issues and providing services for disabled people.  The Disabled Parents Alliance is a service in LCIL which aims to support and empower Disabled Parents, so that they can achieve their potential. Please attend our meeting Saffron Lane - Aylestone Leisure Centre - 10am – 3pm   - Tel: 0116 222 5005 E-mail: stella@lcil.org.uk or gail@lcil.org.uk 

29th March - Carers & Mental Health Law – London - The treatment and care of people with mental health problems often involves complex laws and procedures. This course details the relevant legislation with a focus on the rights of individuals and their carers. A basic knowledge of community care law is assumed for this course. 
http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1150735692
29th March – Essex Coalition of Disabled People Presents – Bite Size training: half day and one day sessions centred around the ethos of ECDP – Disability Equality, Rights and Independent Living – Options for Independent Living – 10.00am to 1.00pm – Exploring options for Independent Living, the session will centre on providing useful information about how Direct Payments and Individual Budgets can lead to independence.  Venue:  ECDP, Ivan Peck House, 1 Russell Way, Chelmsford, Essex – Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk Tel: 01245 392301 or visit: http://www.ecdp.org.uk/det-courses/page.asp?DocumentID=22
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29th March – Mencaps – Wills Seminar – Planning for the future – Derbyshire - 12.30pm – 2.30pm - If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability.  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925 

29th March – Suffolk Carers - Haverhill Outreach Centre - at Leiston Road Community Centre, Haverhill  (9.45am to 3.00pm) Join a group of Family Carers from Haverhill taking part in learning and social activities every other month.  For more information contact Daniel Bunker on 01473 835446 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
29th March - Mental Health and People with Autistic Spectrum Disorders  - One day conference ORT House Conference Centre, London http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=591 
29th March - 20:20 skills vision - your views on learning and working in the future - Free events for learners - Centre for Life, Newcastle upon Tyne - http://www.niace.org.uk/Conferences/2020vision.htm 

29th March – Involving parents and carers of young people – in the planning and review of services for children and young people with additional/special needs – A meeting for parents and carers of children and young people in North Somerset – Venue:  Weston Super Mare – 7pm – 9pm – For more information – contact Maggie Potter mandkdp@hotmail.com or Paula Edmondson – paulaedmondson@onetel.net or Tel: 07717 706 340 

29th – 30th March - Faculty of Psychotherapy Annual Meeting - Monkbar Hotel, York - Contact: Sally Fricker, College Conference Office, Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145, email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac.uk
30th March – Mencaps North West Regional Conference – Chorley – 10.00am – 3.30pm – An opportunity to learn more about the restructure, plans for future and how we can work together.  This conference will feature guest speakers, workshops, lunch and a performance by the Lawnmowers Theatre Group.  For more information please contact Liz Smedley Tel: 0161 968 9250 Email: liz.smedley@mencap.org.uk 

30th March – Ideas Into Action - Drama in Youth Work – Encouraging Young People to Express Themselves – Leicester - This training is not about setting up youth theatres or discrete drama groups, but looks at simple and effective ways to use drama and role-play to enable young people to express themselves within a youth work context. http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=94210 

30th March - Pirates, Pixies & Play – Northampton - Chris Bennett, author of 'The Story Pack' and Emma Isles-Buck, author of 'A Pocketful of Games', lead workshops on story-telling and co-operative games; come prepared to play! More information can be found on the Common Threads Events from their website www.commonthreads.org.uk for more information on the events above contact Gideon Lawrence on 07000 785215 or email events@commonthreads.org.uk. 
30th March – Mencaps – Wills Seminar – Planning for the future – Northampton - 12.30pm – 2.30pm
 If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here.  There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability.  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925 

30th March - Supporting Pupils with Down's Syndrome in Primary and Secondary Schools (Professionals) - Bridgend – S Wales This conference has been organised in conjunction with DSA & Bridgend County Council, and is geared towards staff working in schools – teachers, SENCos and teaching assistants. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=106 

30th March - Ideas Into Action - Drama in Youth Work – Encouraging Young People to Express Themselves - This training is not about setting up youth theatres or discrete drama groups, but looks at simple and effective ways to use drama and role-play to enable young people to express themselves within a youth work context. The National Youth Agency, Leicester http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=94210 
31st March - Supporting Pupils with Down's Syndrome in Primary and Secondary Schools (Parents) - Bridgend – S wales - This conference has been organised in conjunction with DSA & Bridgend County Council, and is geared towards parents of children with Down’s syndrome. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=107 
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31st March – 9th April - Hospital Broadcasting Week Promoting both Hospital Radio and Television services across the UK. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1039&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=31%20Mar%20-%2009%20Apr%202007 
APRIL

1st April – APRIL FOOLS DAY - http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/year/april.htm 

1st April - The Rock Trust Kilt Walk - A sponsored walk with a difference for all the family where you can proudly wear your kilt, along with hundreds of other kilted walkers, on a 5km route around some of Scotland's most famous sights. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1245&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20Apr%202007 
1st – 6th April – School of Sport – Tel: 0115 977 2885 Email: sports.disability@nottscc.gov.uk or follow this link for the full programme - http://www.pinonline.org.uk/resources/NOTTS.pdf 

1st – 30th April - IBS Awareness Month - Bringing attention to the symptoms and difficulties associated with irritable bowel syndrome. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1403&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2030%20Apr%202007 

1st – 30th April – Bowel Cancer Awareness Month - National campaign throughout the UK aimed at raising awareness of the symptoms of bowel cancer and ways to reduce your risk. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=804&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2030%20Apr%202007 
2nd April - The PSP Association - Progressive Supranuclear Palsy - FREE PSP AWARENESS SEMINAR at Mid Staffordshire Postgraduate Centre, Staffordshire General Hospital - 11.45 am-1.30pm (Light lunch included) Do you work with people with neurological conditions or with Parkinson’s? Do you work with Carers of people with long-term conditions? Do you have an interest in PSP? SOME DISPLAY SPACE IS AVAILABLE If you would like to attend or obtain further details please contact Michael Scott, Regional Development Officer (West Midlands) on 0121-688-2528 or Email: micbalsco@hotmail.com 
2nd April – International Children’s Book Day - Since 1967, on or around Hans Christian Andersen's birthday, 2 April, International Children's Book Day (ICBD) is celebrated to inspire a love of reading and to call attention to children's books.  http://www.ibby.org/index.php?id=269 

2nd – 5th April - Afasic 4th International Symposium - University of Warwick - Afasic has run three very successful International Symposia on speech and language impairments. We are now pleased to announce the fourth event in this series - Keynote speakers will be internationally renowned experts in their field, a full programme of seminars and workshops for practitioners will be available together with poster sessions and an exhibition – Themes - The main themes of the Symposium will examine concepts of disorders, memory, genetics, intervention, outcomes, developmental aspects and future developments.  Contributors - Contributions from practitioners are vital to the success of the Symposium and posters and seminar presentations on the main themes will be an essential part of the event.  FOR UPDATED INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT OUR SYMPOSIUM PAGES
2nd – 6th April - Nottinghamshire Disability Sport Conference – Tel: 0115 977 2882 Email: Rebecca.black@nottscc.gov.uk or visit this link for full programme/flyer - http://www.efds.net/docs/conferences/SOS%20Dis%20Conf%2007.pdf 

2nd – 15th April – Edinburgh International Science Festival - http://www.sciencefestival.co.uk/ 

3rd April - Polio: the unfinished chapter - The continuing importance of polio is emphasized by discussion of post-polio syndrome as well as an account of polio surgery today in India
http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtortho.htm#april 

3rd April – Suffolk Carers - Bury St Edmunds Outreach Centre - Saxon House, 7 Hillside Business Park, Kempson Way, Bury St Edmunds (9.45am to 3.00pm) Join a group of Family Carers from Bury St Edmunds taking part in learning and social activities every other month. For more information contact Daniel Bunker on 01473 835446 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
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4th April  - ADHD: Strategies for Behavioural Management including Diet & Nutritional intervention.  WORKSHOPS HELD AT THE RED CROSS CENTRE - 28 WORPLE ROAD WIMBLEDON SW19 4EE - For more information contact: Hyperactive Children’s Support Group – Tel: 020 8544 1100 Email: workshophacsg@aol.com
5th April – Suffolk Carers - Easter Coffee Morning - at the Centre, Claydon - 10.00am to 12noon - Pop into the Centre for a cup of coffee, hot cross bun, Easter egg hunt, and much more.  Bring your friends and family and join the fun.  For more information contact Reception on 01473 835400 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
6th April – GOOD FRIDAY - http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/easter/goodfriday.htm 

7th April – World Health Day - http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/health/ 

7th April – 7th May – National Pet Month - http://www.nationalpetmonth.org.uk/ 

8th April – Easter Sunday - http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/easter/easterday.htm 

8th April - PSP Magnolia Day - Raising the profile of Progressive Supranuclear Palsy to a level commensurate with its prevalence and 'nastiness'. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=806&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=08%20Apr%202007 

8th – 14th April - Mental Health Action Week - The Mental Health Foundation's annual awareness-raising week, which has been running since the 1950s. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=805&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=08%20-%2014%20Apr%202007 

9th – 14th April - Horse Racing Awareness Week - Campaigning once again to deliver a powerful message to those who believe that by betting on horse races they are simply indulging in a 'harmless flutter'. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=68&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=09%20-%2014%20Apr%202007 
10th April – National Autistic Society – Hull and East Riding Branch Meeting – The Children’s Centre – Walker Street – Hull – 7.30pm – 9.00pm - Tel: Julie 01482 797705 or email: nashullander@hotmail.com
11th April - Carers & their Rights – London The last ten years have seen major reform of the law as it relates to carers. This course examines how recent legislation fits in with the maze of other community care statutes, and what rights carers have as a consequence, both from social services and the NHS.

http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096477888 

11th April - Paediatric oncology day: Neuroblastoma - A meeting in association with SIOPEN
An all day meeting devoted to the hottest topics and challenges in the science and care of patients with neuroblastoma - http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtoncol.htm#april 

13th – 14th April - idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura: medical seminar and national convention, uk - The Bolnhurst, Bedfordshire-based itp support association is holding a Medical Seminar for health professionals on Friday 13th April 2007 and a National Convention for Patients on Saturday 14th April 2007 at the Oxfordshire Golf Club, Thame, Oxfordshire. Further details from the itp support association. Tel: 0870-7770-559. E-mail: shirley@itpsupport.org.uk - http://www.itpsupport.org.uk
16th April - Missing out? Educational experiences of students with an ASD from black and minority ethnic - The National Autistic Society - Hamilton House, Mabledon Place, London WC1H 9BD - The full title of this conference is Missing out? Educational experiences of students with an ASD from black and minority ethnic communities. Contact - BME Conference, Campaigns Department, The National Autistic Society, 393, City Road, London EC1V 1NG, Tel: 020 7923 5799 - http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

16th April – Suffolk Carers - Felixstowe Outreach Centre - at Christian Fellowship Church, Ranelagh Road, Felixstowe - 9.45am to 3.00pm - Join a group of Family Carers from Felixstowe taking part in learning and social activities every other month. For more information contact Daniel Bunker on 01473 835446 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
16th – 22nd April – Parkinson’s Awareness Week - http://www.parkinsons.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=99210 
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16th April – Essex Coalition of Disabled People Presents – Bite Size training: half day and one day sessions centred around the ethos of ECDP – Disability Equality, Rights and Independent Living – Protection of Vulnerable Adults – 10.00am to 12.30pm – The session will focus around staff working with vulnerable adults offering useful information and guidelines to assist them in their roles.  Venue:  ECDP, Ivan Peck House, 1 Russell Way, Chelmsford, Essex – Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk Tel: 01245 392301 or visit: http://www.ecdp.org.uk/det-courses/page.asp?DocumentID=22
17th April – National Zoo Awareness Day - http://www.captiveanimals.org/ 

17th April - World Haemophilia Day - A worldwide event raising awareness of haemophilia and related bleeding disorders. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=808&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=17%20Apr%202007 
17th April - Carers & their Rights – London - The last ten years have seen major reform of the law as it relates to carers. This course examines how recent legislation fits in with the maze of other community care statutes, and what rights carers have as a consequence, both from social services and the NHS. 
http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096477888
17th April – ACT UK Conference – Transition:  Onwards and Upwards – ACT (The Association for Children’s Palliative Care) is holding a series of conferences to launch its new Care Pathway on Transition – London – For more information Tel: 0117 922 1556 Email: info@act.org.uk or visit: www.act.org.uk 
17th April - West Yorkshire Learning Disability Special Interest Group are proud to present a study day - 9.30am – 4.00pm - York University - For further information/university maps please contact Anne Elliott or Elaine Heard on 01723 581344 or email anne.elliott@acute.sney.nhs.uk     elaine.heard@acute.sney.nhs.uk 

17th April  - Disability Equality: The New duties of the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 Leeds From December 2006, local authorities, and all services provided by them, will be legally required to comply with the Disability Equality Duty as outlined in the disability Discrimination Act 2005. This course will update practitioners and managers from all services providing support for children and their families on their duties under the new requirements. Participants will leave with clear actions to take forward. For information on the new duty, go to www.direct.gov.uk   http://www.ncb.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_6464mv_281833574420d28e_200610195415u
18th April  - Extreme behaviours within ASD - Venue - The Met Hotel, King Street, Leeds - Details – Organised by The National Autistic Society - Professionals UK wide are experiencing the emergence of a group of children with very complex behaviours. These children and young adults are challenging all forms of provision. The speakers will examine the identification of a possible new subgroup within autism and the implications for provision. Contact - National Autistic Society Conference & Events Dept, 1st Floor, Castle Heights, 72, Maid Marian Way, Nottingham NG1 6BJ, Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362 http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

18th April – ACT UK Conference – Transition:  Onwards and Upwards – ACT (The Association for Children’s Palliative Care) is holding a series of conferences to launch its new Care Pathway on Transition – Wales (Cardiff) – For more information Tel: 0117 922 1556 Email: info@act.org.uk or visit: www.act.org.uk 

18th April – Adult Protection:  A Model of Good Practice in the Voluntary Sector – A one day Conference presented by Sense’s Protection Committee in association with the Ann Craft Trust and Staffordshire University’s Centre for Ageing and Mental Health – 9.30am – 4.30pm – Staffordshire University – Email: Charlie.Heywood@nottingham.ac.uk or visit this link for full details - http://www.choiceforum.org/bookinginfo.doc 

19th April - Therapeutic Interventions in Self Harm - Venue: Manchester Convention Centre, Manchester This conference will review the latest models of therapeutic interventions for people who self-harm.  The conference agenda will discuss how different therapeutic models work, what the approaches are and the evidence base supporting their success. Manchester Convention Centre, Manchester http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=596 

19th April - Big Curry Day - World's Biggest Curry Lunch is a spicy new fundraising initiative from the Army Benevolent Fund. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1458&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=19%20Apr%202007 
19th April - New Rights for Employees with Dependants - 10.00 – 1.00 London New legislation coming into force in April 2007 will, for the first time, give certain employees the right to request a change in their hours to help them juggle their work with their caring role.  If you are an employer, it is important that you know your legal responsibilities.  Just as importantly, managers need to know how to handle flexible working requests effectively.  To help you prepare, Carers UK are running special briefing sessions. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1172760637 
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19th April – Self-help for Depression in Primary Care - Free – No need to book – Venue:  St Bartholomew School of Nursing and Midwifery, Philpot Street, Whitechapel, London E1 2EA.  The Seminar starts at 4pm prompt.  For more information contact Julia Jones – Tel: 020 7040 5485 or email: j.jones-4@city.ac.uk 

20th April  - Ideas Into Action - Young People and Drugs - Raising Awareness, Building Skills -

This is an interactive day for all practitioners working with young people, based on The NYA publication The Little Book of Drugs. The training aims to develop practitioners’ skills and raise confidence by offering a wide range of activities to engage young people and explore drug related issues. The National Youth Agency, Leicester http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=94211 

20th – 22nd April - National & Global Youth Service Day - Millions of youth participate in National & Global Youth Service Day, the largest service event in the world. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1379&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=20%20-%2022%20Apr%202007 
21st April - DSA - Family Day - York  -This conference has been organised in association with Down’s Syndrome North Yorkshire and is geared towards parents of school-aged children with Down’s syndrome. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=118 
21st April – Queen Elizabeth’s Birthday - http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/royal/birthday.htm 

21st April - Young People's Days - CALLING 11-18 YEAR OLDS - COME ALONG AND HAVE SOME SERIOUS FUN! The days are for young people aged 11-18 who have speech and language difficulties. They offer a chance to meet and get to know others and chat about things, which are important to young people.  Kent http://www.afasic.org.uk/courses.htm 
21st April - Astronomy Day - Astronomy Day is a grass roots movement designed to share the joy of astronomy with the general population - "Bringing Astronomy to the People” http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1533&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=21%20Apr%202007 

21st – 27th April - National Downshifting Week - A Week designed to inspire individuals, companies, children and schools, by highlighting ways participants can live simpler, happier lives and be kinder to the environment at the same time. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1242&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=21%20-%2027%20Apr%202007 
21st – 28th April – Welly Week - http://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/wellyweek/index.php 

22nd April – Flora London Marathon - http://www.london-marathon.co.uk/ 
22nd April - Earth Day 2007 - Marks the anniversary of the birth of the modern environmental movement in 1970. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1510&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=22%20Apr%202007 
23rd April – World Book and Copyright Day - By celebrating this Day throughout the world, UNESCO seeks to promote reading, publishing and the protection of intellectual property through copyright.  http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=5125&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 

23rd April - Child protection - Protecting the vulnerable child - This meeting will examine good practice in the provision of effective child protection strategies – London - 

http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/fmtm_n.htm#april 

23rd April – Strategies for managing behaviour and developing social skills from 3 – 16 years - Sarah Duffen Centre – Southsea – Hampshire – Tel: 023 9285 5330 Email: enquiries@downsed.org or visit: www.downsed.org/training/

23rd – 27th April - Arthritis Care Awareness Week - UK-wide events as Arthritis Care, celebrating its 60th Anniversary, champions the cause of nine million Britons who live with arthritis. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1361&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=23%20-%2027%20Apr%202007 
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23rd – 28th April - Pulmonary Hypertension Awareness Week - Raising awareness of Pulmonary Hypertension amongst sufferers, healthcare professionals and the general public. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1236&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=23%20-%2028%20Apr%202007 
23rd – 29th April – Global Campaign for Education - http://www.campaignforeducation.org/action/2007/action.html 

23rd – 29th April - National Stop Snoring Week - To promote public awareness of snoring that help is available and that nobody need suffer this troublesome complaint. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1086&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=23%20-%2029%20Apr%202007 
23rd – 27th April – TV Turnoff Week - http://www.tvturnoff.org/week.htm 

23rd – 27th April - World Lab Animal Week - Campaigning to highlight that every day one million animals will die in laboratories - 11 lab animals every second. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1243&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=23%20-%2027%20Apr%202007 
23rd – 29th April – RSPCA Week - http://www.rspca.org.uk/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RSPCA/RSPCARedirect&pg=RSPCAHome 

23rd – 29th April - MS Week 2007 - Help the Multiple Sclerosis Trust to raise awareness and vital funds during MS Week 2007! We are a national charity working for the 85,000 people in the UK with MS and we need your help so we can give the advice, support and information that is needed. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1477&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=23%20-%2029%20Apr%202007 
24th April – (BILD) Role of the self advocacy supporter - Warrington - The event will look at strategies for supporters to develop their skills and those of people with a learning disability to run effective self advocacy groups. You will be encouraged to identify ways to address issues round equity, equality and how to support people with learning disabilities to understand what their rights are and how these fit into their everyday lives. Download information
24th April - workshops for parents - Making Every Disabled Child Matter: using the campaign in your participation work – London - 10.00am to 2.00pm - Are you a parent involved in participation work in your local authority?  Would you like to meet other parents from other areas? Would you like to learn more about the Every Disabled Child Matters campaign and how you can use it in your work? If so, this is a day for you. Across the country there are many parents who are involved in shaping services for disabled children. Some sit on strategy groups, others on working groups, some on the board for the children's trust and others are involved in running parent forums.  The Every Disabled Child Matters campaign is challenging politicians, policy makers and service providers to make good on the government's commitment that 'every child matters'. Campaign Manager, Steve Broach, will provide an update on the campaign and illustrate how it can be a useful tool to you in influencing service provision in your area. (For more information about the campaign before the day click on http://www.edcm.org.uk/Page.asp)  The day will also provide an opportunity to meet parents from other local authority areas, find out what they are doing, how they are getting involved and to share successes with them. It will aim to be informative but relaxed and will look at practical issues that you might be facing in your participation work. Who should attend? Any parent involved in participation in their area. The day will be of particular relevance if you are involved in representing parents of disabled children on boards, committees etc. For a booking form go to 
London, 24 April http://www.cafamily.org.uk/london/240407.pdf  or phone Liz Ranger, Parent Participation Manager on 020 7608 8784 or mailto:liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk. 

24th – 26th April – Naidex – number one homecare, disability and rehabilitation – NEC Birmingham - http://www.naidex.co.uk/page.cfm/Action=ExhibList/showlocation 

24th April - AGEING AND DEMENTIA - Meeting the New Challenges – Birmingham – DSA - This conference is geared towards policy-makers, commissioners, managers, service providers and support staff working with older individuals with a learning disability or in any setting where older people with Down’s syndrome may attend. The conference aims to increase our understanding of issues in relation to ageing for people with Down’s syndrome and to offer practical advice and strategies to improve the care offered to people with Down’s syndrome who may be at risk of developing dementia. Family carers are also very welcome to attend. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=98 
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24th April, 1st & 7th May – The Palliative Care for People with Learning Disabilities 3-day Course - with a focus on End of Life Care for People with Learning Disabilities - St Nicholas Hospice – Bury St Edmunds - Suffolk  – 10.00am – 4.00pm.  For more details contact Rachel Brown – Tel: 01284 715591 Email: Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk
24th April - Toward the prevention of cancer - A one-day symposium followed by the Jephcott Lecture. at The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London, W1G 0AE http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/c10-jeph.htm 
25th April - Lost in Transition? - How to find your way through… Birmingham Hippodrome, Birmingham City Centre - The lack of effective support for young adults with a learning difficulty at transition has been highlighted again and again as a key issue in the learning difficulty sector. Yet, although everybody seems to be talking about it, nothing seems to be changing.  Despite recommendations from various reports and a plentiful supply of information, it seems we’re still wary of taking the plunge and developing the right kind of services to meet the needs of young people with a learning difficulty today.   Contact 0114 241 2104, or email conference@dimensions-uk.org. Website: www.dimensions-uk.org/events 

25th April - Faculty of Learning Disability Psychiatry Spring Meeting – Regents College London - Contact: Sally Fricker, College Conference Office - Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145 email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac.uk
25th April - Snakes and Ladders: The Challenges of Commissioning for Brain Injury Services National Conference - Venue: Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London - Contact: Patti Simonson - Tel: 0208 780 4530 Fax: 0208 780 4530 - E-mail: psimonson@rhn.org.uk http://www.biswg.co.uk/default.ihtml?step=4&pid=6 

25th April – ACT UK Conference – Transition:  Onwards and Upwards – ACT (The Association for Children’s Palliative Care) is holding a series of conferences to launch its new Care Pathway on Transition – County Antrim (Northern Ireland) – For more information Tel: 0117 922 1556 Email: info@act.org.uk or visit: www.act.org.uk 

25th April – Total Pain – How can we help? - St Nicholas Hospice – Bury St Edmunds - Suffolk  – 2.00 – 3.30pm.  For more details contact Rachel Brown – Tel: 01284 715591 Email: Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk
25th April - International Noise Awareness Day - The League for the Hard of Hearing is once again spearheading a special effort to inform the public of the necessity of creating a quiet home, school and recreational environment. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1567&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=25%20Apr%202007 

25th April - Africa Malaria Day - Malaria kills 1.1 million people every year, most of them children, this Day seeks to remind the world of its responsibility to commit the resources needed to control this preventable and treatable disease. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=809&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=25%20Apr%202007 
26th April  - Managing Challenging Behaviours in ASD - Venue – Birmingham – Practical workshop with studio 3 - Contact - National Autistic Society Conference & Events Dept, 1st Floor, Castle Heights, 72, Maid Marian Way, Nottingham NG1 6BJ, Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362  http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

26th April - Mental Health Law & The Human Rights Act - The implications of the Human Rights Act 1998 for the UK’s mental health services are potentially enormous. This course examines how the Act may impact on mental health law and current practice. London - http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096534546 
26th April – (BILD) Involving people properly - London - Services and organisations know they should involve people with learning disability in meetings, reviews, consultation and planning, but sometimes its is very difficult to know how to do this well. This event will try to answer some questions about involving people and giving some practical ideas about how people can work together.  Download information
26th April – Mental Health Law & The Human Rights Act – REVISED – London - 
http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096477888
26 April - Risk management issues for disabled children's services - This popular and unique training course enables participants to develop a proactive approach to risk management and to the inclusion of disabled children in everyday life.  The course draws on current legislation, case studies and group discussion to enable practitioners and managers to identify practical ways to include disabled children in a range of settings whatever their level of impairment. Birkbeck College, London 9.45 - 4.00 http://www.ncb.org.uk/Page.asp?originx3385bo_21153560490050s26x3337257361 
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26th April – ACT UK Conference – Transition:  Onwards and Upwards – ACT (The Association for Children’s Palliative Care) is holding a series of conferences to launch its new Care Pathway on Transition – Scotland - Edinburgh – For more information Tel: 0117 922 1556 Email: info@act.org.uk or visit: www.act.org.uk
27th April - Carers & the new Work & Families Act - New legislation coming into force in April 2007 will, for the first time, give certain employees the right to request a change in their hours.  This may be important in helping them juggle their work with their caring role and remain in paid employment. London http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1172760950 

27th April – Suffolk Carers - Guided Walk – Claydon - 1.00pm to 3.30pm - Meet at the Centre for a 4-5 mile guided walk.  A chance to walk off those Easter eggs and have a good chat with other Family Carers.  For more information contact Reception on 01473 835400 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
27th April – (BILD) Valuing teams:  working together for children and adults with learning difficulties and disabilities – Birmingham – In partnership with University of Birmingham - Download information
27th April – Including Pupils with Down's Syndrome in Mainstream Primary School – Teddington - This conference is geared towards a range of professionals working in mainstream primary schools (teachers, learning support staff, SENCos, advisory support services and educational psychologists) http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=108
27th April - one day Autism conference - Lincolnshire - The speaker is Luke Beardon, Senior Lecturer in Autism based at the Autism Centre at Sheffield Hallam University who, I am confidently informed, is an excellent speaker- The cost is £6.00 for parents and £7.50 for professionals - contact - Linda Scott, at Arcadia Childcare Company, 3, Wright`s Mews, Holbeach, Lincolnshire PE12 7EE. Telephone 07877 123872 

27th & 28th April – Special Needs North – The G Mex Centre, Manchester - http://www.teachingexhibitions.co.uk/Exhibitions/NASEN+&+TES+Special+Needs+Exhibition/North/2007/ 

28th April - International Workers' Memorial Day - An annual day of remembrance for workers killed and injured on the job. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=810&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=28%20Apr%202007 

28th April – 6th May - National - Pet Week - celebrates its coming of age in 2007, by extending the event to a whole month. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=811&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=28%20Apr%20-%2006%20May%202007 

28th April - World T'ai Chi & Qigong Day - By creating a healing wave of calm around the planet, World T'ai Chi & Qigong Day paints a vision of possibility for humanity each year. Subtely, quietly, providing a profound example to millions who participate or experience it through the media. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1473&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=28%20Apr%202007 

28th April - Dyslexia Friendly IT for families - Very much a “hands on” session Time. 1pm – 4pm – KENT - Delegate fees: Free but donations gratefully received - Organising LDA / Organisation. Medway Dyslexia Association - Point of contact for event. Judith Northwood - Tel: 01634 848 232 - E-mail: enquiries@medwaydys.org web: www.medwaydys.org                                     
29th April – International Make A Wish Day - http://www.make-a-wish.org.uk/ 

29th April - International Dance Day - The intention of the Day is to bring all Dance together on this occasion, to celebrate this art form and revel in its universality, to cross all political, cultural and ethnic barriers and bring people together in peace and friendship with a common language - DANCE. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=271&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=29%20Apr%202007 

29th April – 5th May - Save the Children Week - Throughout the Week regional fundraising events will be taking place all across the UK which will provide the public with the opportunity to support Save the Children's work with vulnerable children in the UK and world-wide. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1248&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=29%20Apr%20-%2005%20May%202007 
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30th April – Promoting speech, language and literacy across the curriculum from 5 – 11 years (Key stages 1 and 2) – Sarah Duffen Centre – Southsea – Hampshire – Tel: 023 9285 5330 Email: enquiries@downsed.org or visit: www.downsed.org/training/

30th April - workshop for parents - Making Every Disabled Child Matter: using the campaign in your participation work – Manchester - 10.30am to 3.00pm - Are you a parent involved in participation work in your local authority?  Would you like to meet other parents from other areas? Would you like to learn more about the Every Disabled Child Matters campaign and how you can use it in your work? If so, this is a day for you. Across the country there are many parents who are involved in shaping services for disabled children. Some sit on strategy groups, others on working groups, some on the board for the children's trust and others are involved in running parent forums. The Every Disabled Child Matters campaign is challenging politicians, policy makers and service providers to make good on the government's commitment that 'every child matters'. Campaign Manager, Steve Broach, will provide an update on the campaign and illustrate how it can be a useful tool to you in influencing service provision in your area. (For more information about the campaign before the day click on http://www.edcm.org.uk/Page.asp) The day will also provide an opportunity to meet parents from other local authority areas, find out what they are doing, how they are getting involved and to share successes with them. It will aim to be informative but relaxed and will look at practical issues that you might be facing in your participation work. Who should attend? Any parent involved in participation in their area. The day will be of particular relevance if you are involved in representing parents of disabled children on boards, committees etc. For a booking form go to  http://www.cafamily.org.uk/northwest/300407.pdf  
or phone Liz Ranger, Parent Participation Manager on 020 7608 8784 or liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk. 

30th April & 1st May – (BILD) Managing Person Centred Planning (2 days) – Kidderminster – This course examines distinctive features of person centred planning and how it will impact on all aspects of the management of a learning disability service.  It looks at empowering the person at the heart of the process and considers the different contributions others may make.  Download information
MAY

1st – 3rd May - 3-day introduction to TEACCH seminar - The National Autistic Society - A 3 day course providing an introduction to TEACCH. The purpose of this 3-day event will be to familiarise participants with autism and the various approaches to working with people with autism and their families. The Marriott Hotel, 500, Argyle Street, Glasgow G3 8RR Contact - NAS Conference and Events Department, 1st Floor, Castle Heights, 72, Maid Marian Way, Nottingham NG1 6BJ, Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362 

http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

1st – 31st May - World Foot Health Awareness Month - World Foot Health Awareness Month - the aim of this campaign is to call the public’s attention to the importance of good foot and ankle care. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1297&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2031%20May%202007 

1st – 31st May - Cystic Fibrosis Month - Dedicated to raising both public awareness of Cystic Fibrosis and vital funding for medical and scientific research. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=898&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2031%20May%202007 

1st – 31st May - ME Awareness Month - National campaign throughout the UK aimed at raising awareness of the neurological illness Myalgic Encephalomyelitis (M.E.) and publicizing events to raise funds for biomedical research into ME. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1034&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2031%20May%202007 

1st – 31st May - National Share-a-Story Month - Bedtime stories, fairy stories, any other story you can think of! .... Everyone loves a story! Throughout May the Federation of Children's Book Groups is celebrating the power of story. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=2&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2031%20May%202007 

1st – 31st May - Museums and Galleries Month 2007 - Museums and Galleries Month 2007 will get off to a great start during the first Bank Holiday Weekend – the Welcome Weekend. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2031%20May%202007 

Top of the Document
1st May – 5th June - Local and Community History Month - Aims to increase awareness of local history, promote history in general to the local community and encourage all members of the community to participate. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=302&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20May%20-%2005%20Jun%202007 

1st May – May Day - The first day of the month of May is known as May Day. It is the time of year when warmer weather begins and flowers and trees start to blossom. It is said to be a time of love and romance. It is when people celebrate the coming of summer with lots of different customs that are expressions of joy and hope after a long winter.
1st May – World Asthma Day 2007 - http://www.asthma.org.uk/ 

1st May - Carers Awareness - This is a multi-disciplinary training course which aims to raise participants’ awareness of issues that affect carers. The course is highly participative and provides an environment where participants can explore the issues with experienced trainers in a structured way. London - http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096474964 
2nd May - EDUCATION - Dual Diagnosis: Autistic Spectrum Disorder and Down's Syndrome  Bath - This conference is geared towards parents of children with a dual diagnosis of ASD and Down’s syndrome as well as a range of education professionals working in schools. The day may also be of interest to health and social care professionals. The conference will look at dual diagnosis from a clinical perspective, an educational perspective, a behavioural perspective and a parental perspective. There will be plenty of opportunities for networking.  If you require any additional information regarding this conference, or any others, please contact Lesley Alabaf on 0845 230 0372 or email lesley.alabaf@downs-syndrome.org.uk. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=109 

3rd May - Including Me: Working with children with complex health needs  - Based on the highly popular book, Including Me – Managing complex health needs in schools and early years settings, this course is designed for those working with children with complex health needs in a range of settings. The course uses good practice case examples to help participants think through the implications for their own practice. Participants will leave with a clearer understanding of the needs of children with complex health needs and will be in a position to develop policies and procedures in their own workplace.  London 9.45 - 4.00 http://www.ncb.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_4866xh_39535297044115k29i_200610173143m 
3rd May - Better Commissioning, Better Service Delivery: Making the Most of Supporting People for Black and Minority Ethnic Vulnerable People - BMEspark – Third Annual Conference 2007 - at the Royal Institute of British Architects, London W1 - Register online at: www.bmespark.org.uk Tel:  0115 916 3104 Email:  bmesparkccc@aol.com 
3rd May - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Newcastle Upon Tyne   http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=392 

3rd May - World Press Freedom Day - This Day exists to recognise the sacrifices made in the struggle for freedom of the press and to put pressure on the numerous countries that continue to deny their citizens this basic human right. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=813&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=03%20May%202007 
3rd May - New Rights for Employees with Dependants - 10.00 – 1.00 London New legislation coming into force in April 2007 will, for the first time, give certain employees the right to request a change in their hours to help them juggle their work with their caring role.  If you are an employer, it is important that you know your legal responsibilities.  Just as importantly, managers need to know how to handle flexible working requests effectively.  To help you prepare, Carers UK are running special briefing sessions. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1172760637
3rd – 4th May - Faculty of Addictions Annual Meeting – Belfast - Contact: Sally Fricker - Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145 - email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac.uk
4th May - Advanced TEACCH methods seminar - The National Autistic Society - Glasgow - Tel: 0115 911 3367 - http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

4th May - Ideas Into Action - Targeted Work with Young People - Increasingly, professionals are being asked to use youth work skills to engage ‘targeted’ or ‘hard to reach’ young people in positive activities. This training provides an opportunity to consider risk factors that contribute to making some young people more ‘at risk’ of criminal activity and anti-social behaviour than others. The National Youth Agency, Leicester http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=94212 
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4th May - Space Day - An award-winning grassroots educational initiative dedicated to the extraordinary achievements, benefits and opportunities in the exploration of space. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1322&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=04%20May%202007 
5th May - Try Sailing! - A chance to have a go at sailing with EAST - (The East Anglian Sailing Trust). Adults with disabilities and their carers can book a half hour taster sailing session on the River Orwell near Ipswich - 10.00 – 14.00 - For more information and to book your place contact: Colin Williamson - 01473 785600 - williaca@btinternet.com EAST ANGLIAN SAILING TRUST, SUFFOLK YACHT HARBOUR, LEVINGTON, IPSWICH, IP10 0LN www.e-a-s-t.org.uk 

5th May - Structured teaching in the home - The National Autistic Society - Glasgow - Division TEACCH's Structured Teaching approaches have been used in homes and classrooms throughout the world. The approach analyses what we know about the thinking and learning patterns of people with autism and organises their environments and learning situations to be consistent with how people with autism understand. This one-day seminar will explore the most important characteristics of autism and describe the implications for living and learning situations. General principles will be discussed that are applicable to all ages including pre-school children. The main website for more information is www.autism.org.uk. Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3365 http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 
5th – 12th May – National Doughnut Week - National Doughnut Week is from 5th-12th May and every doughnut bought at a participating bakers will benefit The Children's Trust! Last year National Doughnut week raised an amazing £35,000 which went directly towards benefitting the children in our care.
http://www.fundraising.thechildrenstrust.org.uk/page.asp?section=0001000100070007&itemTitle=Go+on+treat+yourself 

6th – 12th May – Compost Awareness week - http://www.compost.org.uk/component/option,com_frontpage/Itemid,1/ 

7th May – Early May Bank Holiday 

7th May – International Dawn Chorus Day - Originally conceived by The Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and Black Country, The Wildlife Trusts’ International Dawn Chorus Day, is an annual celebration of the world’s oldest wake-up call – the dawn chorus – and the beauty of bird song. The day is now truly an International event, celebrated as far away as France, Italy, Pakistan, South Africa and New Zealand http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/index.php?section=places:events:dawnchorusday 

7th – 13th May – Deaf Awareness Week ‘Look At Me’ - http://www.deafcouncil.org.uk/daw/index.htm 

7th – 13th May – Red Cross Week - http://www.redcross.org.uk/index.asp?id=39992&cachefixer 

7th – 13th May - M.E. Awareness Week: The Grand Challenge - offers many fundraising opportunities including an invitation to take up AfME’s fundraising Grand Challenge. This Challenge asks you to take on the target of raising £1,000 at your own pace, through your own choice of fundraising activities, perhaps kick-started by one of our M.E Awareness Week suggestions.  http://www.afme.org.uk/gettinginvolved.asp?id=63
8th May – World Red Cross Red Crescent Day – Celebrated since May 1948 throughout the world on the anniversary of the founder of the Red Cross. http://www.redcross.org.uk/index.asp?id=39992&cachefixer
8th May – National Autistic Society – Hull and East Riding Branch Meeting– The Children’s Centre – Walker Street – Hull – 7.30pm – 9.00pm - Tel: Julie 01482 797705 or email: nashullander@hotmail.com  

8th May - Autistic spectrum disorders and co morbid conditions - Current advances in genetics, diagnosis and therapeutic intervention for children and adults with autistic spectrum disorder will be presented http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtpsych.htm#may 

9th May – Suffolk Carers Lowestoft Outreach Centre - at Lowestoft Community Church, Hadenham Road, S Lowestoft - 9.45am to 3.00pm - Join a group of Family Carers from Lowestoft taking part in learning and social activities every other month.  For more information contact Daniel Bunker on 01473 835446  http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
9th May – Parkinson’s Disease: an update - St Nicholas Hospice – Bury St Edmunds - Suffolk  – 2.00 – 3.30pm.  For more details contact Rachel Brown – Tel: 01284 715591 Email: Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk
9th May – Europe Day - The ideas behind what is now the European Union were first put forward in Paris on 9 May 1950, against the background of the instability and the need to rebuild a shattered Europe. The then French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman read to the international press a declaration calling on France, Germany and other European countries to pool together their coal and steel production. What he proposed was the creation of a supranational European Institution, charged with the management of the coal and steel industry, the basis of all military power. The countries, which he called upon, had almost destroyed each other in a dreadful conflict, and Schuman's proposal to remove coal and steel production from national controls would make sure such a war could never happen again.  Today's ambition is completely different: to build a Europe, which respects freedom and the identity of all of the people who live on this continent. But this ambition is only possible because of the foundations laid by Schuman's declaration - That is why during the Milan Summit of EU leaders in 1985 it was decided that 9 May should be celebrated as "Europe Day". So 9 May is an annual opportunity to celebrate the EU’s achievements and to reflect on its aims: peace, freedom, prosperity and working together. Ten more countries that share these aims joined the EU on 1 May 2004 bringing membership to 25. It was the EU’s most ambitious enlargement ever - a truly historic step.

http://europa.eu.int/unitedkingdom/whatsnew/europe_day/index_en.htm 

10th May - Assessing Mental Health Problems in Children with Learning Disabilities - A one-day conference for health and social care professionals  ORT House Conference Centre, London http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=597 
10th May - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training York   http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=393 

10th May - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training  Exeter http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=394 
10th May - "Autism and Asperger Syndrome" - Medical Education Centre in Bristol - http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/zo-autism.htm Royal Society of Medicine - Tel: +44 207 290 3844 - E-mail: sinem.gocmen@rsm.ac.uk 

10th May – Inclusion:  A Good Practice Approach – 1.00 – 4.30pm - Essex Coalition of Disabled People – Chelmsford Essex – For more information contact: Clare Emmins Tel: 01245 392301 Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk 

11th May  – (BILD) Role of mental capacity advocate – Warrington - This event will give an overview of the Mental Capacity Act and will explore the new Independent Mental Capacity Advocate and the implications of the role in relation to people with learning disabilities who may lack capacity to make certain key decisions. Download information
12th May – World Fair Trade Day - http://www.ifat.org/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1 

12th May - International Nurses Day  - Celebrated around the world on this Day to mark the anniversary of Florence Nightingale's birth. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1463&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=12%20May%202007 
13th – 19th May – Christian Aid Week - http://www.caweek.org/
13th – 20th May – British Sandwich Week - http://www.sandwich.org.uk/events_diary/index.htm 

13th May – 12th June - National Smile Month 2007 - aims to increase public awareness of the benefits of better oral health care. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1346&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=13%20May%20-%2012%20Jun%202007 
14th May - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training  - Leicester  http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=395 
14th May – Promoting the development and education of preschool children with Down syndrome from 3 – 5 years - Sarah Duffen Centre – Southsea – Hampshire – Tel: 023 9285 5330 Email: enquiries@downsed.org or visit: www.downsed.org/training/

14th – 15th May - Court skills in child protection - A two-day conference at The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London, W1G 0AE organised by the Royal Society of Medicine and Royal College of Paediatrics & Child Health http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/c10-court.htm 

14th – 27th May – Foster Care Fortnight - This year the Fostering Network has sought out the faces of foster care for a photographic exhibition during Foster Care Fortnight.  Fostering service members of the Fostering Network can download a toolkit to help make the most of the recruitment opportunities offered by Foster Care Fortnight.  Foster Care Fortnight is an annual campaign which raises the profile of fostering and highlights the need for more foster carers, co-ordinated by the Fostering Network.  Each year Foster Care Fortnight helps raise the awareness of fostering, and in particular encourages people to consider becoming foster carers. During the two weeks fostering services around the UK hold events and promote their need for more foster carers in their communities and through their local media. Currently, there is a shortage of over 10,000 foster carers in the UK.   http://www.fostering.net/events/foster_care_fortnight/ 

14th May – Self-Directed Support for Children and Young People – It’s Our Life! – Individual budgets and self-directed support are central to the government’s plans for social care and support.  What will this mean for disabled children and their families?  What will this mean for the services supporting children, young people and families?  This conference will tell you about what it means to a growing number of families across the country – 9.30am – 4.00pm – Manchester Conference Centre – Tel: Sue Canavan 01254 306850 
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15th May 2007  - The Childcare Act: Understanding the new duties - The Childcare Act 2006 has significant implications for all practitioners and service managers working in early years and other settings. This new course will enable participants to understand the key features of the Act and the implications for their own practice and the development of services in their area. The course draws on research and policy work undertaken at NCB and offers participants the opportunity to understand and plan for the implementation of their new responsibilities.  London  - http://www.ncb.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_1812vo_2722830010086n20q_20061016651n  
15th May – Non-Medical Prescribing Forums – Time for reflection and critical analysis of current issues facing non-medical prescribers - St Nicholas Hospice – Bury St Edmunds - Suffolk  – 2.00 – 4.00pm.  For more details contact Rachel Brown – Tel: 01284 715591 Email: Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk
15th May - International Conscientious Objectors' Day - International Conscientious Objectors' Day centers on the struggle for the right to conscientious objection to war. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=819&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=15%20May%202007 
15th May - Community Care Law: Advanced - This course provides an update for participants who are already familiar with basic community care law. It focuses on local authority assessment and care provision procedures in England and Wales. London - http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096477577 

15th May – Free Training Seminars for Youth Organisations - "Watch Your Language" - working with young people with speech, language and communication impairments. A series of free training seminars for organisations working with young people, to raise awareness amongst staff and volunteers about the nature and impact of speech and language impairments and provide some strategies for working with these young people.  Exeter - http://www.afasic.org.uk/courses.htm
15th May - International Day of Families An opportunity to promote awareness of issues relating to families as basic units of society as well as to promote appropriate action. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=820&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=15%20May%202007 
17th May - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Manchester http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=396 

17th May - World Telecommunication Day Held annually by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) to stimulate reflection and exchange of ideas. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=821&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=17%20May%202007 
17th – 28th May – Be Nice to Nettles Week - Almost everyone is familiar with the nettle having experienced its formidable sting. To many it is a troublesome weed that should be eradicated wherever it is found. This point of view has only recently developed. Indeed the humble nettle has played, and continues to play, an important role in the natural world... http://www.nettles.org.uk/ 
17th May - Developing training skills - The day considers creating good conditions for learning how to plan and structure learning sessions, evaluate learning and practice delivery and feedback. 
Kidderminster - http://www.bildservices.org.uk/acatalog/Supporting_and_developing_workforce_improvement.html 
18th May - SW Division Biannual Meeting The power of belief – treatment, placebo and the therapeutic alliance St Cuthbert’s Conference Centre, Buckfastleigh Please contact Pat McPhee or Angela Burge on 0117 344 5043 or email:pmcphee@southwestdiv.rcpscyh.ac.uk or aburge@southwestdiv.rcpsych.ac.uk 

18th May - Learning Disability Open Meeting – Everyone is welcome and its free – Frank Lampl Building – Kingston Hill, Surrey – 2.00 – 4.00pm Baked Bean Theatre Company - Please contact – Sue Spicer – Tel: 020 8725 0125 or Email: Jim Blair jblair@hscs.sghms.ac.uk
18th May - Ideas Into Action - Youth Work with Young Men - The National Youth Agency, Leicester - http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=94213 

18th May - International Museum Day - celebrated all over the world since 1977. Each year, a theme provides the opportunity for museum professionals to meet the public and alert them to the challenges that museums face. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1561&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=18%20May%202007 
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18th – 25th May - Herbal Medicine Awareness Week - Herbal Medicine Awareness Week - highlighting the healing power of plants. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=822&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=18%20-%2025%20May%202007 

19th – 25th May - Adult Learners' Week - An annual national campaign to encourage adults to participate in learning, whether informal or formal. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=823&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=19%20-%2025%20May%202007 
20th May - Cultural Diversity Day - England is so rich in all its diversity - from art to dance to food and fashion but we don’t take time out to recognise and celebrate it. Cultural Diversity Day gives platform for people to come together to share thoughts, experiences, practice and knowledge. http://www.niace.org.uk/ALW/2006/linkwith/CultDivday.htm 

20th – 26th May - National Epilepsy Week - Campaigning to raise awareness and understanding of epilepsy and reduce the stigma with a theme this year of 'epilepsy and employment'. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=927&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=20%20-%2026%20May%202007 
21st May – Educating children with Down Syndrome in mainstream primary schools from 5 – 11 years - Sarah Duffen Centre – Southsea – Hampshire – Tel: 023 9285 5330 Email: enquiries@downsed.org or visit: www.downsed.org/training/

21st May - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - London http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=397 
21st – 25th May - Walk to School week 2007 - The theme is "Strider saves the Planet" - How you can reduce air pollution by Walking to School.  http://www.walktoschool.org.uk/ 

21st – 25th May - National Allergy Week - Aimed at raising public and media awareness about the many different allergies that are now becoming increasingly common, from hayfever to allergies to cat hair and providing advice and information to allergy sufferers. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=19&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=21%20-%2025%20May%202007
21st –27th May – National Vegetarian Week - The fifteenth National Vegetarian Week aims to celebrate vegetarianism in its broadest sense and prompt media discussion on the topics of vegetarian food, health benefits, lifestyle and commitment. http://www.vegsoc.org/nvw/ 

22nd May – Advocacy reflective practice and networking – Kidderminster - BILD run a number of advocacy events and we are aware this is a very broad subject to cover in depth in one session. These networking days will go beyond the 'basic' and allow participants to explore issues and reflect on their practice. This will be a facilitated session with an update on recent policy and other information, participants will then agree topics to discuss and action plan in small groups.  Download information 

22nd May - International Day for Biological Diversity Marking the date of adoption of the Convention on Biological Diversity. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=826&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=22%20May%202007 
23rd May - Celebrate World Turtle Day - Turtles are one of the most endearing and symbolic of America's native wildlife. Turtles not only fascinate each passing generation of children, who find endless wonders under those hard shells, but they also continue to serve as a timeless role model in children's literature: the slow and steady turtle, whose patient progress always wins out against his fast but feckless competitor.  http://www.hsus.org/wildlife/a_closer_look_at_wildlife/turtles_and_tortoises/celebrate_world_turtle_day.html 

23rd May – Listening & Communicating: What do I say? - St Nicholas Hospice – Bury St Edmunds - Suffolk  – 2.00 – 3.30pm.  For more details contact Rachel Brown – Tel: 01284 715591 Email: Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk
24th May - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training  - Ireland    http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=398 
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24th May - Introduction to Asperger syndrome - The National Autistic Society - Venue 
Nottingham - Although it was first identified in 1943, autism is still a relatively unknown disability. Yet autistic spectrum disorders are estimated to touch the lives of over 500,000 families throughout the UK. This conference will give a broad overview of Asperger syndrome (AS). It will aim to give an overview of the characteristics of AS and the impact of this on behaviour, teaching and learning. The day will cover support and strategies available for the classroom setting along with other services available for anyone who has experienced a recent diagnosis in either an education or personal situation. The speakers on the day will bring a wealth of knowledge as well as practical strategies to move forward in improving the lifestyle of those with Asperger syndrome. There will be workshops on sensory issues, self-esteem, reflexology and music therapy. Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3365

 http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

24th May - Young Carers: Research, Good Practice & the Law - Drawing on recent research, this course identifies the needs and aspirations of young carers in order to develop models of good practice. 
London - http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1117035128 

24th May - European Day of Parks - Commemorating the creation of Europe's first nine national parks in Sweden on 24th May 1909. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=829&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=24%20May%202007 
24th May - In Control of My Body - 9.30 – 4.00 – York - Postural Care Experiences from England and Australia - Protection of body shape is a fundamental need for any individual with movement difficulties.  Many people with complex and continuing healthcare needs have difficulty moving and controlling their own body and so are at risk of developing changes in body shape.  This conference will introduce a number of key concepts, share innovative work currently underway in parts of the UK and Australia and provide an opportunity for everyone to find out more about the potential benefits of this family led approach. For more information contact:  Anna - 01827 304938 

25th May – Friendship Friday – A fun and creative fundraising event for primary schools. Find out about life in a school in another country. Raise money to support Save the Children's work with vulnerable children. - http://www.school-link.org.uk/scuk_schoollink/jsp/friendshipfriday/index.jsp 

25th May - 7TH ANNUAL AUTISM INFORMATION DAY - 9.00am-3.00pm – GLOS - The ability to perceive accurately stimuli in the environment is basic to many areas of academic, communicative and social functioning.  There is evidence that autistic people have ‘differences’ in this area.  It is important for those who work and/or live with children with autism to be able to identify these and to understand how these differences might relate to the problems they experience in learning.   This will enable the provision of more effective programmes of education.  Booking slips are available (to print) from our website www.sasg.org.uk/ForthcomingEvents.htm – ‘Information Day’ or can be requested from Amanda Jenkins – Tel. 01242 226356, E-mail Amanda-Jenkins@hotmail.co.uk 
25th – 31st May - Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories - Established in the 1960s to show support for African peoples seeking independence from colonial powers. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=830&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=25%20-%2031%20May%202007 
26th May - Cleft Lip and Palate Awareness Day - Cleft Lip and Palate Awareness Day - a day in which the charity will be pulling out all the stops for a day of awareness-raising and events nationwide. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=884&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=26%20May%202007 
28th May – Spring Bank Holiday 

29th May – The Mental Capacity Act 2005 & Decision Making  - London - This new course reviews key legal and practice principles that apply when dealing with people of limited mental capacity, including the new Mental Capacity Act 2005. It explains how the law determines whether an individual has ‘sufficient capacity’ to make a decision; the rules concerning confidentiality and the rights of third parties (families / advocates) to personal records; and the mechanisms for substitute decision making (i.e. powers of attorney, receivership, appointeeships). http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1117116143 
29th May - International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers - A tribute to all the men and women peacekeepers who have served and continue to serve in UN peacekeeping operations, as well as to honour the memory of those who have lost their lives in the cause of peace. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=831&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=29%20May%202007 
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31st May – Suffolk Carers - Haverhill Outreach Centre - at Leiston Road Community Centre, Haverhill  (9.45am to 3.00pm) Join a group of Family Carers from Haverhill taking part in learning and social activities every other month.
For more information contact Daniel Bunker on 01473 835446 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
31st May - World No Tobacco Day - Celebrated around the world to draw global attention to the tobacco epidemic and the preventable death and disease it causes http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=832&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=31%20May%202007 

JUNE

1st June - Strong Boundaries, Safe Relationships Conference – Leeds - Please contact Elizabeth Edgar on 0113 366 3248 or email eedgar@cru.rcpsych.ac.uk
1st June - ‘Thinking out of the Box – Good Practice in Joint Working’ - All day event - Programme on request/on website www.biswg.co.uk - Speakers from the voluntary, health, education, employment sectors and advocacy services - Venue: Paisley, Renfrew, Scotland. 
Contact: Fen Parry. Tel: 01315 376853 - E-mail: fen.parry@edinburgh.gov.uk or: mhairi.mckay@lpct.scot.nhs.uk
1st – 7th June - Volunteers' Week - Volunteers' Week is the UK's annual celebration of the work volunteers do. During the Week events are held across the country to recognise, reward and recruit volunteers. This web site provides a range of tools and resources to help you celebrate Volunteers' Week and the contribution that your volunteers have made.  http://www.volunteersweek.org.uk/ 

1st – 30th June - Everyman Male Cancer Awareness Month - Everyman was set up by The Institute of Cancer Research to raise awareness of and funds for prostate and testicular cancers. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=12&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2030%20Jun%202007 

1st – 30th June - National Microchipping Month - Highlighting the importance of microchipping as a means of permanent identification and ensuring customers details are up to date in the holiday season. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=41&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2030%20Jun%202007 

1st – 30th June - Feet First for Animals - Asks animals lovers everywhere to look at their feet to raise funds and awareness for our worldwide animals welfare projects and campaigns. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=40&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2030%20Jun%202007 

2nd – 3rd June - World Interior Day 2007 - raising awareness of the spaces that surround us. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=923&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=02%20-%2003%20Jun%202007 

2nd – 23rd June - Wildlife Week - The Wildlife Trusts are encouraging everyone to 'wade into Wildlife Week' and discover a wealth of wondrous wildlife. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=39&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=02%20-%2023%20Jun%202007 

2nd June - International Trails Day - celebrated annually on the first Saturday in June, is a day for celebrating trails in the local and global communities. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1559&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=02%20Jun%202007 

3rd – 11th June – Heart Week – The annual campaign aimed at improving awareness of heart disease - http://www.bhf.org.uk/ 

4th June - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Belfast - http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=399 
4th June - Key Advances in rheumatoid disease – London - http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/c10-karheu.htm 
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4th June - International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression - This United Nations Day acknowledges the pain suffered by children throughout the world who are the victims of physical, mental and emotional abuse - and affirms a commitment to protect the rights of children. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=834&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=04%20Jun%202007 

4th – 9th June - Tampon Alert Week - Campaigning to draw attention to Toxic Shock Syndrome, its symptoms and how to minimise risks. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=835&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=04%20-%2009%20Jun%202007 
4th – 9th June – Hearing Dog Week - http://www.hearingdogs.org.uk/ 

4th – 10th June – Down’s Syndrome Awareness Week - http://www.dsa-uk.com/DSA_detPressRelease.aspx?pr=35
5th June – Suffolk Carers - Bury St Edmunds Outreach Centre - Saxon House, 7 Hillside Business Park, Kempson Way, Bury St Edmunds (9.45am to 3.00pm) - Join a group of Family Carers from Bury St Edmunds taking part in learning and social activities every other month.
For more information contact Daniel Bunker on 01473 835446 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 
5th June - Positive approaches to working with challenging behaviour in ASD - The National Autistic Society - Venue – Manchester - This one-day conference will aim to explore issues within challenging behaviour and give delegates practical advice and approaches to be taken away and implemented appropriately into a range of different settings. The name of the website for more information is www.autism.org.uk/conferences. Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362 - http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

5th June - World Environment Day - http://www.unep.org/wed/2007/english/ 

6th June – Liverpool Care Pathway: Coordinating Care - St Nicholas Hospice – Bury St Edmunds - Suffolk  – 2.00 – 3.30pm.  For more details contact Rachel Brown – Tel: 01284 715591 Email: Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk
6th June - Induction workshops for Physical Interventions Accreditation Scheme - A workshop for those organisations who have adopted the BILD Code of Practice and expressed a formal interest in progressing to accreditation – Kidderminster - http://www.bildservices.org.uk/acatalog/Behaviour_management.html 

6th June - Are you a family carer of a person with a learning disability? - Would you like to become better informed? We have quarterly meetings run by carers for carers - We invite speakers on relevant topics - Have updates on policies & legislation - Information on new pilot schemes - Share information on all aspects of caring - Would you like to change things for the better? We listen to the issues & views of carers of people with a learning disability in Essex. We promote these views & bring the issues to those people who are influential in the policy making process - Come & join us - 10 - 12 at the Anglia Ruskin University, Chelmsford - (Please contact us for directions) - Contact: Charlotte Morse 01206 579791 or charlotte.morse@virgin.net   

6th – 8th June – The Second UK Inclusion Summer Institute – The Gateway Hotel Nottingham – For people working on the complex issues of inclusion and diversity in schools, communities and workplaces.  This institute is for people who know there are no quick fix answers and who are searching for new ways of thinking.  For more information Email: inclusive.solutions@ntlworld.com 

7th June - Advocacy: Effective Skills - This course gives participants an opportunity to develop, and to practise, advocacy skills in a safe and supportive environment. London - http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096475145 

7th June - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Stoke on Trent     http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=400 
7th June - Valuing personal relationships and sexuality - An introductory event for anyone working with young people and adults wishing to develop awareness and understanding of sexuality and relationships in people who have a learning disability and/or autism. The content of the day will include - personal values and professional practice; sexuality and disability; law; relationship challenges and planning a programme to go away with. BILD publishes a range of materials in support of sexuality and will be available for purchase on the day. Kidderminster - http://www.bildservices.org.uk/acatalog/Health_and_wellbeing.html 
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8th June – World Oceans Day – A global celebration of the planet’s marine environment - http://www.mcsuk.org/ 

8th June – Togs for Dogs Day – Togs for dogs day is a unique chance for schools, clubs, groups, companies and organisations to learn more about people with a hearing loss who depend on their 4 legged friends, while donating £1 to wear non uniform, dress up or dress down to raise money for hearing dogs. http://www.hearingdogs.org.uk/ 

8th June – (BILD) Achieving the every child matters outcomes for all children and families – Midlands – Download information
10th – 16th June – Diabetes Week - Small change, big difference - Diabetes Week is the annual focal point of our awareness, campaigning and fundraising activities, and for 2007 the theme is 'Small change, big difference' http://www.diabetes.org.uk/Get_involved/Diabetes_Week_2007/ 

11th June – Disability Equality Essentials – 10.00am – 1.00pm – Essex Coalition of Disabled People – Chelmsford Essex – For more information contact: Clare Emmins Tel: 01245 392301 Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk 

11th June – Teaching maths and number skills - Sarah Duffen Centre – Southsea – Hampshire – Tel: 023 9285 5330 Email: enquiries@downsed.org or visit: www.downsed.org/training/

11th June - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Peterborough http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=401 

11th – 15th June - National School Grounds Week - A celebratory week of focused activity encouraging schools and early years settings in all parts of the UK to get outside and make the most of the opportunities for play and learning offered there. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1133&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=11%20-%2015%20Jun%202007 
11th – 16th June - National Men's Health Week - Raising public and professional awareness of the issues associated with men's health and to offer support, advice and information to "ordinary blokes".  http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=836&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=11%20-%2016%20Jun%202007
11th – 17th June – Arrhythmia Awareness Week - For more details contact Carole Ellis, AAAW Coordinator, on our number below or byemailvolunteer@stars.org.uk - www.aaaw.org.uk 

11th – 17th June - National Glaucoma Action Week - The annual culmination of the ongoing campaign to improve public awareness of glaucoma and encourage everyone over the age of 40 to have a comprehensive eye test every 2 - 3 years. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=936&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=11%20-%2017%20Jun%202007 
11th – 17th June - Carers Week - The annual celebration of the contribution that the UK's six million carers make to their families, friends and communities. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1116&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=11%20-%2017%20Jun%202007 

12th June – (BILD) Role of mental capacity advocate – Kidderminster - This event will give an overview of the Mental Capacity Act and will explore the new Independent Mental Capacity Advocate and the implications of the role in relation to people with learning disabilities who may lack capacity to make certain key decisions. Download information
12th June – National Autistic Society – Hull and East Riding Branch - Meeting – The Children’s Centre – Walker Street – Hull – 7.30pm – 9.00pm - Tel: Julie 01482 797705 Heidi: 01482 443425 or email: nashullander@hotmail.com
12th June - The Human Rights Act 1998: Its impact on Social & Health Care The Human Rights Act has now been in force for over 6 years and this course assesses those areas where its impact has been most profound as well as those that are likely to be changed by court and administrative action in the coming years.  London - http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1150732310 

12th June - Working with Risk  - A one-day conference for mental health professionals on positive risk-taking  ORT House, London http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=601 
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13th June - Housing and Community Care: Advanced - This course gives an up-date of the latest developments in the law concerning housing and community care as it relates to the provision of accommodation. The course will include an overview of the changes introduced by the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 and the Nationality Immigration and Asylum Act 2002. The course will examine recent case law and will focus on challenges to local authority decision making with particular reference to Judicial Review.  London http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096479448 
14th June - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Middlesbrough http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=402 

14th June - World Blood Donor Day - A day for blood services across the globe to collectively recognise and thank their donors for their support. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=838&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=14%20Jun%202007 
14th June - National liftshare Day - Promoting car-sharing, both nationally and locally, as a cost effective and environmentally friendly form of transport, which is available to everyone free of charge. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=837&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=14%20Jun%202007 
14th June – The Mental Health Needs of Women Prisoners - Free – No need to book – Venue:  St Bartholomew School of Nursing and Midwifery, Philpot Street, Whitechapel, London E1 2EA.  The Seminar start at 4pm prompt.  For more information contact Julia Jones – Tel: 020 7040 5485 or email: j.jones-4@city.ac.uk 

14th – 21st June - Homeopathy Awareness Week - An opportunity to raise awareness about homeopathy to a wide audience of the public, the media, and other interested groups. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=776&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=14%20-%2021%20Jun%202007 
15th June - Bug Busting Day: Head Lice Beware! Campaigning to tackle the massive problem of head lice. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=698&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=15%20Jun%202007   
15th June – Advocacy reflective practice and networking – Warrington - BILD run a number of advocacy events and we are aware this is a very broad subject to cover in depth in one session. These networking days will go beyond the 'basic' and allow participants to explore issues and reflect on their practice. This will be a facilitated session with an update on recent policy and other information, participants will then agree topics to discuss and action plan in small groups.  Download information 

15th June - Ideas Into Action - Youth Work with Young Women - The National Youth Agency, Leicester http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=94214 

16th June - first international angioma alliance uk forum, uk - The Dorchester, Dorset-based angioma alliance uk is holding its first-ever international conference at Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, London, WC1. http://www.angiomaalliance.org.uk
16th – 24th June – Green Transport Week - The ETA's Green Transport Week Event is designed to highlight real alternatives to the car for every day journeys. 

http://www.eta.co.uk/pages/Green-Transport-Week/40/default.htm 

16th – 24th June - Bike Week - Bike Week - a nationwide 'celebration of cycling'. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1124&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=16%20-%2024%20Jun%202007 
16th June - BT’s Giant Sleepover The Giant Sleepover - a Guinness World Record Breaking Event! - Do you and your children want to be Record Breakers and have a summer night full of fun too? Then visit this link to find out more: http://www.giantsleepover.com/content/index.asp 

16th June - Badger Day - http://www.badger.org.uk/index.html 

16th June - Day of the African Child - Honouring the memory of the hundreds of young boys and girls who were shot down and killed in the Soweto riots, as well as the courageous marchers who followed. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=839&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=16%20Jun%202007 
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16th – 23rd June - National Childminding Week 2007 - A week of awareness raising events for registered childminders and nannies to celebrate their work and the support they provide to families. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1394&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=16%20-%2023%20Jun%202007 

16th – 24th June - Motor Neurone Disease(MND) Awareness Week - MND Awareness Week raises awareness of this fatal condition, while raising money in support of people affected by MND. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1431&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=16%20-%2024%20Jun%202007 

16th June - The MoonWalk - Edinburgh Entries now open! Come and join the team for our second fabulous year in Scotland! http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1386&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=16%20Jun%202007 
17th June – Fathers Day
17th June - World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought - marking the anniversary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=841&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=17%20Jun%202007 
17th – 24th June - Learning Disability Week 2007 -  Learning Disability Week is an annual national awareness campaign that aims to highlight the issues facing people with a learning disability their families and carers. http://www.mencap.org.uk/html/ldw/index.asp 

18th June - Essential Acute Dermatology for General Physicians and GPs - at The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London, W1G 0AE http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/c10-p-dermat.htm 
18th June – Educating children with Down Syndrome in mainstream primary schools from 11 – 16 years - Sarah Duffen Centre – Southsea – Hampshire – Tel: 023 9285 5330 Email: enquiries@downsed.org or visit: www.downsed.org/training/
18th June – Suffolk Carers - Felixstowe Outreach Centre - at Christian Fellowship Church, Ranelagh Road, Felixstowe - (9.45am to 3.00pm) Join a group of Family Carers from Felixstowe taking part in learning and social activities every other month.  For more information contact Daniel Bunker on 01473 835446 http://www.suffolk-carers.co.uk/whatison.htm 

18th – 24th June - Child Safety Week 2007 http://www.capt.org.uk/csweek/default.htm 
20th June - World Refugee Day - Around this date activities in support of refugees will take place all over Europe with demonstrations, conferences, festivals and exhibitions organised. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=842&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=20%20Jun%202007 
20th June – (BILD) Involving people properly - Kidderminster - Services and organisations know they should involve people with learning disability in meetings, reviews, consultation and planning, but sometimes its is very difficult to know how to do this well. This event will try to answer some questions about involving people and giving some practical ideas about how people can work together.  Download information
20th June – Understanding vulnerability in Grief - St Nicholas Hospice – Bury St Edmunds - Suffolk  – 2.00 – 3.30pm.  For more details contact Rachel Brown – Tel: 01284 715591 Email: Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk
20th June - Assessments: The Legal Framework - The assessment process is the gateway to community care service provision and so it is important that both public authorities and advisors and lawyers understand the legal framework.  London - http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1117119581 

21st June - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Doncaster http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=404 

21st June - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Liverpool http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=404
Top of the Document
21st June – Summer Solstice – Longest day of the year – from this day the evenings start to get a little bit darker until 21st December, when they will get lighter again.

21st June - EARLY YEARS (0-4 YEARS) - Down's Syndrome and the Early Years
Birmingham This conference is geared towards parents of very young children with Down’s syndrome as well as health, education and social care professionals working with children under 5 with Down’s syndrome. The conference has also proved enormously helpful to parents who are expecting a child with Down’s syndrome and to the professionals working with those parents.  If you require any additional information regarding this conference, or any others, please contact Lesley Alabaf on 0845 230 0372 or email lesley.alabaf@downs-syndrome.org.uk http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=101 

21st – 28th June - UK Myeloma Awareness Week - Campaigning to improve the quality of life of Myeloma patients while working towards prevention and a cure. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=843&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=21%20-%2028%20Jun%202007
23rd June – 1st July - Use Your Paths Week - The Ramblers' Association's major campaign week spotlights both the importance and value of Britain's intricate web of footpaths. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=23&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=23%20Jun%20-%2001%20Jul%202007 

23rd June - International Widows' Day - Highlights the injustices and poverty faced by widows across the world and the critical need to provide for the educational needs of their children. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=844&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=23%20Jun%202007 
25th June – Supporting Inclusion for children with Down Syndrome (Primary and Secondary years) - Sarah Duffen Centre – Southsea – Hampshire – Tel: 023 9285 5330 Email: enquiries@downsed.org or visit: www.downsed.org/training/
25th June – Strengthening Families Training Course – Scopes Wakefield Office – This one day course looks at how workers can effectively support the families of children with disabilities – Contact Pamela Molloy – Tel: 0161 665 0037 Email: Pamela.molloy@scope.org.uk 

25th – 26th June - Child Psychiatry and the Law: expert witness course for child mental health professionals - Two-day course at The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London, W1G 0AE http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/childpsyc.htm 
25th – 29th June - Bring Your Bear Week Help celebrate Paddington Bear’s birthday by taking part in Action Medical Research’s fun and educational fundraising event — Bring Your Bear 2007.
http://www.action.org.uk/get_involved/bring_your_bear.php 

25th – 29th June – Design and Technology Week - This is the sixth annual Design and Technology Week. One of the key purposes is to celebrate pupils’ achievements in design and technology through exhibitions of their work. Equally the week provides an opportunity for pupils to be involved in design and technological activities. The activities can range from specific challenges for year groups, to integrated cross phase work as part of an induction process to secondary school education. The QCA Key Stage 3 scheme of work has a unit of work designed for this purpose. http://web.data.org.uk/data/primary/dt_week.php 

25th June – 1st July - Deafblind Awareness Week - Deafblind Awareness Week - a great opportunity to raise public awareness about issues facing people who live with deafblindness. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1278&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=25%20Jun%20-%2001%20Jul%202007 

26th June - International Day in Support of Victims of Torture - First observed in 1998, this Day was chosen because on 26 June 1987, the UN Convention Against Torture came into force - and on 26 June 1948 the United Nations Charter was signed. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=845&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=26%20Jun%202007 

26th June & 27th June - A-Z of autistic spectrum disorders - The National Autistic Society - Venue - Isle of Man - Day one of this two day conference will explore the basic issues surrounding autistic spectrum disorders and give delegates an insight into the condition. This day will serve as a thorough introduction to learning the basics about ASD, or as a refresher day for those who already have knowledge in the area. Day two of the conference will delve deeper into ASD and consider the approaches available to working with people with ASD. This day will follow on beautifully from day one, but also acts as a one day conference for those who may not be able to attend day one. Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362

 http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

27th June – Free Training Seminars for Youth Organisations - "Watch Your Language" - working with young people with speech, language and communication impairments. 
A series of free training seminars for organisations working with young people, to raise awareness amongst staff and volunteers about the nature and impact of speech and language impairments and provide some strategies for working with these young people.  – Cambridge - http://www.afasic.org.uk/courses.htm
27th June - Veterans Day  - An opportunity to annually celebrate and raise awareness of all those who have served in our armed forces. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1127&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=27%20Jun%202007 
28th June - Clinical update: epilepsy in adults and adolescents - One-day regional conference at Manchester Dental Education Centre, Higher Cambridge Street, Manchester http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/zm-epilepsy07.htm 
28th June - 2 Day PECS Workshop - basic training - Kent  http://www.pecs.org.uk/asp/event_view.asp?SeminarCounter=405 
28th June - Benefits for Carers: Advanced - This course looks at benefits for carers in detail. It aims to develop the expertise of those who are already familiar with the benefits system, but wish to deepen their understanding of benefits that affect carers. We recommend that you undertake Benefits for Carers: Introduction before this course, unless you already have equivalent experience of advising about benefits. London http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096534597
29th June – Wrong Trousers Day – Inspired by the Oscar-winning characters Wallace and Gromit, Wrong Trousers Day is all about paying £1 for the right to look wrong and wearing wrong trousers to help improve the quality of life for children in hospitals and hospices around the UK.  http://wallaceandgromitfoundation.org/   

29th June – Shades Day - Guide Dogs' annual fundraising and awareness-raising initiative. 

http://www.guidedogs.org.uk/shadesday/ 

Know of an event you would like publicised in the next edition of Positive Aspects Diary Dates?  Send to trudy.1@ntlworld.com        
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