DIARY DATES:

Welcome to Positive Aspects Diary Dates supplement.  Below are listed the events which are due to take place between January 2007 – April 2007.  The more people get to know about Positive Aspects, the more diary dates I get sent.  This is brilliant, but please send me any dates in word format, as it is easier for me to save to disk and retrieve when I need them.  There are probably lots of events I don’t know about, so please remember that those below are the ones I know of. Also remember, that the information with each event is basic.  You are advised to visit each link with the event and/or contact the organiser for further details and costs etc., If you know of an event that others might like to know about please send, in word format, to: trudy.1@ntlworld.com.  The next edition of Diary Dates will come out around 1st March 2007 with the next edition of Positive Aspects.

Please use the easy hyperlinks below to take you to the month you wish to view.  You will also find there are ‘top of the document’ hyperlinks at the end of each month which will return you to this page.
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2nd January - Arthritis Education Week - The focus of the Week will be: 'Osteoarthritis - time to take it seriously'. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=952&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=02%20-%2007%20Jan%202007 

2nd – 31st January - Woodlands Trust Christmas card – recycling scheme - Helping the environment by reducing the amount of waste going to landfill http://www.woodland-trust.org.uk/cards/ 
8th & 9th January – International Conference 2007 for the treatment of borderline personality disorder – The National Coal Mining Museum, Wakefield, W.Yorkshire – Tel:  0870 0887 053 or email: conference@bdpworld.org 

9th January - Interface of physical and mental health for people with learning disabilities - People with learning disabilities have a high rate of physical and mental health needs that may interact. Their interface will be outlined and discussed in this conference - The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London W1G 0AE http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtpsych.htm#january 

9th January - New Deal on Patient and Public Involvement Seminar - Abbey Community Centre 34 Great Smith Street Westminster London SW1P 3BU - 10am - 4pm - This is intended to help interested parties to address the Health Committee Inquiry into Public & Patient Involvement in the NHS - Please use our booking form - http://www.sochealth.co.uk/confs/Booking.htm - Martin Rathfelder - Socialist Health Association – Tel 0870 013 0065 - www.sochealth.co.uk 

9th January - Theatre Resource - Creative Industries Business Improvement Partnership in the East of England - A free course in mentoring skills taking place in Essex for those who run and manage a business within the creative industries sector.  Click here for further information on the mentoring training courses
10th January – Adult pre-entry curriculum framework for literacy and numeracy – Venue:  Abbey Community Centre, 34 Great Smith Street, London SW1P.  Tel: 0116 2859 661 Email: courses@niace.org.uk
10th January - Young People and Adults with Learning Disabilities and Complex Healthcare Needs - University of Wolverhampton - A number of key health issues related to young people and adults with learning disabilities and complex health needs are emerging as national themes that health services need to take account of within their commissioning strategies: - FREE PLACES AVAILABLE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH LEARNING DISABILITES AND FAMILY CARERS http://www.posturalcareskills.com/41121/41201.html 

10th January - Young people and adults with learning disabilities and complex health needs. Venue:  Wolverhampton - Email: jcobb@fpld.org.uk  http://www.ldhealthnetwork.org.uk/cnevent.doc         Top of the Document
10th – 13th January – BETT 2007 – the latest learning support resources for special educational needs – Olympia, London.  www.bettshow.com Click here to view the Special Needs seminar programme Click here to view the location of the Special Needs Zone on the floorplan

11th January - Regional Mental Health Promotion & Suicide Prevention Network Meeting - Function Suite, Next Generation Club, St. Johns Playing Fields, off Hull Road, York. YO10 3LG - 10.30 to 15.30 (inc. lunch) - Tel: 01904 717260 - Website: www.neyh.csip.org.uk - Email: lynne.hall@nimheneyh.nhs.uk
11th & 25th January - Principles & Provision of Palliative Care  - 9.15am – 12.30pm - FREE to NHS staff in West Suffolk – all others £25.00 - Venue: St Nicholas Hospice, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk - To reserve your place please contact Rachel on 01284 715591 or email Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk http://www.ldhealthnetwork.org.uk/flyermar.doc - The aim of this two half-day course is to provide an insight into the principles & practice of palliative & end of life care

11th January – Act by Right Regional Workshops Manchester - Act By Right helps to equip young people with the skills to work with organisations who wish to involve them. http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=93397 
13th January - Chelmsford Diversity Forum - 9:15am-12: 30pm - Essex Record Office, Wharf Road, Chelmsford.   Refreshments provided throughout the morning - Email equalityanddiversity@chelmsford.gov.uk or Tel 01245 606518 to book.  
16th January – Adult pre-entry curriculum framework for literacy and numeracy – Venue:  Learning South West, Bishops Hull, Taunton.  Tel: 0116 2859 661 Email: courses@niace.org.uk
16th January - Understanding the YSQM Self-assessment Framework - Bristol - Seven regional training events to support organisations in the self-assessment process - http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=93645 
16th January - Resuscitation in Palliative Care - 2.00pm – 3.30pm FREE to NHS staff in West Suffolk – all others £25.00 - Venue: St Nicholas Hospice, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk.  To reserve your place please contact Rachel on 01284 715591 or email Rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk  
16th January - Chronic fatigue syndrome and fibromyalgia: current thinking on management and rehabilitation - The psychotherapeutic approach to the management of CFS and fibromyalgia and the rehabilitation of affected workers - The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street
London W1G 0AE http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtoccup.htm#january 

17th January - Electrocardiography - The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street
London W1G 0AE http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtcardio.htm#january 
17th January - Carers & their Rights – London - The last ten years have seen major reform of the law as it relates to carers. This course examines how recent legislation fits in with the maze of other community care statutes, and what rights carers have as a consequence, both from social services and the NHS. 
http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096477888
17th January – The Royal College of Psychiatrists: CETC - Personal Development Courses for Psychiatrists - Decision-Making - Venue: Leeds - contact Elizabeth Edgar on 0113 366 3248 or email eedgar@cru.rcpsych.ac.uk http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/events/collegediary.aspxor visit:  
18th January – National Personality Disorder Conference – Venue:  ORT House Conference, London - Recent developments in personality disorder services and provisions of new innovations suggest there are many lessons to be learned.  Estimated to affect between 10% and 13% of the adult population in some way the higher profile of personality disorder has come about following the production of two core documents namely: Personality.  http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=581
19th January - Understanding the Palliative Care Needs of People with Dementia - London 

Supported by the Alzheimer’s Society, the event will consider NCPC’s recent publication, "Exploring Palliative Care for People with Dementia", as a starting point for debate. The event will highlight the level of need, examine the challenges, identify models of good practice and provide an opportunity for discussion and ensure information learnt can be transferred into realistic actions to initiate change for better palliative care for people with dementia. www.ncpc.org.uk/events or contact Mridu Rana on 020 7696 1520 or email m.rana@ncpc.org.uk
19th January - 1.00pm to 2.45pm What Matters Is.... A performance by learning disabled actors on current disability issues  - This performance, devised and performed by learning disabled actors from 'The Business', will look at current issues affecting those with learning disabilities, particularly children and                Top of the Document young people.  The performance will invite its audience to debate and question the issues using Forum Theatre techniques.  The actors are part of Theatre Resource's 'The Business', an art based training programme for people with learning disabilities. They and past participants are available for training, workshop and performance commissions.  "What Matters Is...." is open to all parents of disabled children and people working or volunteering in the disability sector. Records Office, Chelmsford, Essex - To attend contact Carla at Essex County Council on 01245 436 016

19th January - Partners in Policymaking – Wigan http://www.posturalcareskills.com/41121/41201.html 
21st – 27th January - Farmhouse Breakfast Week 2007 - "Make Time for It!"  Farmhouse Breakfast Week encouragea people to get active as part of a healthy lifestyle with the theme "Make Time for It!". The campaign now entering its eighth year aims to highlight the importance of breakfast and the range and quality of regional breakfast produce available in the UK.  http://www.hgca.com/minisite_manager.output/998/998/Farmhouse%20Breakfast%20Week/Farmhouse%20Breakfast%20Week/Home.mspx?minisiteId=12 

22nd January – 2nd February - The Big Schools' Birdwatch 2007 - In 2006, over 30,000 UK school children stuck black paper with eye-slits on classroom windows, put up bird posters, borrowed binoculars, made bird feeders out of old plastic bottles, and stared out of their classroom windows.  Why? They were taking part in the world's biggest bird survey, the RSPB Big Schools' Birdwatch.  The Big Schools' Birdwatch has grown steadily over the past five years, and is part of the world's biggest bird watching event; the RSPB's Big Garden Birdwatch. Almost half a million people took part in that event at home in 2006, and the Big Schools' Birdwatch encourages children to take part while they're at school.  http://www.rspb.org.uk/schoolswatch/what/index.asp 

22nd – 26th January - Food Intolerance Week - A campaign to raise awareness about the many people who suffer from food intolerance to ingredients such as wheat, dairy, eggs, and gluten. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=20&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=22%20-%2026%20Jan%202007 
22nd – 26th January - Cancertalk Week - Helping schools raise children's and young peoples' awareness of cancer using free teaching resources from Macmillan Cancer Support. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=762&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=22%20-%2026%20Jan%202007 

23rd January – Rock & Role Play – Exciting ICT & Arts Based Resources for Teaching & Learning – Venue: West Midlands - Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm Download printable application form
23rd January – Modernising Adult Social Care – Venue: London - The way in which adult social care services are provided is changing dramatically. Local Authorities and their staff are being asked to create an environment in which clients can have choice in the way they receive services and live independent lives as active members of communities. http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=524  

23rd January – ‘Making Connections’ – A one-day community building course – Birmingham - Tel: 0870 010 4933 Email: admin@paradigm-uk.org or visit: http://www.paradigm-uk.org/pdf/Consultancy/MakeCons_1&2.pdf        

23rd January – RNIB  - PCET Course:  Connexions Day:  Effective support for young people who are blind or partially sighted – LEEDS – contact RNIB Tel: 0113 274 8855 Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

24th January – Remedying the Wrongs: Challenging Health & Social Care Decisions - London - There are several ways by which community care decisions are generally challenged within England and Wales.  A full appreciation of each method is important when working with service users and carers. 
http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1117115984 

24th January – Understanding the YSQM Self-assessment Framework - Durham -
http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=93646 

24th January - CETC - Personal Development Courses for Psychiatrists - Emotional Intelligence Glasgow Please contact Elizabeth Edgar on 0113 366 3248 or email eedgar@cru.rcpsych.ac.uk

 HYPERLINK "http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/events/PDF/PersonalDevelopCourses.pdf" 
24th January – Palliative Care Group - Liverpool Care Pathway:  Understanding the role of the Practice Development Nurse – End of Life Care - Exploring the impact of the “rapid discharge home to die” initiative on community services - Ideal for staff involved in End of Life Care in any setting - 2.30 – 4.00pm - St Nicholas Hospice, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk - Light refreshments provided - To reserve your FREE place telephone Rachel Brown on 01284 715591 or email rachel.brown@stnh.org.uk
24th January - 'Reaching Out' An Action Plan on Social Exclusion - The MegaCentre, Bernard Road, Sheffield - The Conference provides an opportunity for learning and skills practitioners and those in associated agencies to come together to consider the significance of the Social Exclusion Action Plan for their work and to consider whether lifelong learning providers, including those working with families, are doing enough to breaking the cycles of deprivation and disadvantage that are evidenced in 'Reaching Out'.   Arrival and Registration is at 10.00am. The conference ends with Tea at 3.45pm. To reserve a place online or to download a copy of the programme and application form, visit: http://www.niace.org.uk/Conferences/Conferences.htm Enquiries to: Gurjit Kaur on 0116 204 2833; e-mail: gurjit.kaur@niace.org.uk     
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24th January - Assistive Technology and Telecare - Sustainable Services to Promote Independence - Central London - Aims and objectives Assistive technology (AT) can play a vital role in supporting the ways in which older or disabled people can maintain or regain their independence. It also has the potential to modernise the way in which many aspects of health and social care are currently delivered to the benefit of users, carers, service providers and the taxpayer. Further information can be found at: http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/OurConferences/Housing/Assistive+Technology.htm 

25th January – Act By Right (Regional Workshops) helps to equip young people with the skills to work with organisations who wish to involve them. It recognises children and young people need the chance to develop the knowledge and skills to work together to get things done and make changes to where they live. Act By Right provides these in a safe and supported environment, ensuring that when the young people are ready to take action in their communities they have the tools to make it happen and ensure that their intervention is successful. Cambridge - http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=93398 
25th January – Positive Approaches to working with Challenging Behaviour in ASD – Venue in The Mostyn Hotel, 4, Bryanston Street, London W1H 7BY - organised by the National Autistic Society – For more information Tel: 0115 911 3367 Email: conference@nas.org.uk - or visit: www.autism.org.uk/conferences 

26th January – The Royal College of Psychiatrists: Faculty of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Institute - Venue: RCOG, London - For more information - Contact: Sally Fricker, Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145 email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac.uk http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/events/collegediary.aspxor visit:  
26th January - Norfolk Fibromyalgia Support Group - 10th anniversary social - 12 noon, room 12 education centre, Norfolk & Norwich Hospital. Email: ghoti316@hotmail.com 

26th January - ASD and the importance of music - Venue:  LONDON KINGS CROSS - Tamsin Dives, music therapist and Ian Hoare, SEN music teacher, take this day, which looks at using music in working with children and young people with ASD. For more information contact:  Tel:  07981 323 015 info@aspectcounsel.co.uk http://www.aspectcounsel.co.uk/ 

26th January – The Big Hush - Whatever your school or group is doing today give a few minutes silence and help raise money for people with cancer. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=781&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=26%20Jan%202007 

26th January – The Royal College of Psychiatrists: CETC - Mental Capacity Act Training with Richard Jones - Venue: RCOG, London - For more information - Please contact Catherine Ayres on 020 7977 6658 or email cayres@cru.rcpsych.ac.uk http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/events/collegediary.aspxor visit:  
27th –28th January - Big Garden Birdwatch 2007 - It's easy to take part in the world's biggest bird survey next January. Just watch the birds in your garden or local park for an hour and help us learn more about the birds in the UK's gardens.  Last January, over 450,000 people spent an hour watching their local birds, collectively recording over 8.1 million birds in more than 270,000 gardens.  http://www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch/ 

27th January – 3rd February - National Storytelling Week - Campaigning to increase public awareness of the art, practice and value of oral storytelling. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=765&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=27%20Jan%20-%2003%20Feb%202007 

29th January – 4th February - Loud Tie Campaign is a national campaign raising funds for Beating Bowel Cancer, increasing the awareness of our work at the charity and elevating the key issues surrounding bowel cancer. http://www.beatingbowelcancer.org/loud_tie/ 

29th  January – 4th February - National Salt Awareness Week - CASH are making the issue of salt and ethnic groups who are susceptible to the effects of salt - the main focus being on the African Caribbean population - the main campaign thrust. As part of the Week, we will be holding a media event at the House of Commons on the 1st February 2006. Speakers so far include, Professor Graham MacGregor, Chairman of CASH; Dame Deirdre Hutton, the Chair of the Food Standards Agency and Caroline Flint MP, Public Minister for Health.  http://www.foodcomm.org.uk/latest_cash_dec05.htm 
29th January - Educating Children and Teenagers with Prader-Willi Syndrome - Stanborough Centre, St Albans Road Watford.  This conference is aimed at teachers and teaching assistants and others concerned with the education of a child or teenager with Prader-Willi Syndrome (PWS). Tel: 01332365676 or email admin@pwsa-uk.demon.co.uk for further details.  Also see www.pwsa.co.uk
29th & 30th January - Family Course – Lichfield - http://www.posturalcareskills.com/41121/41201.html
29th & 30th January – Strengthening Families Project is recruiting trainers – Arden Hotel, Birmingham -The strengthening Families training package is nearing completion – 
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we are recruiting trainers to deliver the material.  The training package is aimed at equipping workers to deal empathically with parents of disabled children when they are facing relationship difficulties.  The training takes place over 1 day and is suitable for all who work with parents of disabled children.  We are initially recruiting 30 trainers who will be trained free of charge.  If you are interested please contact Vicki Hill – Tel: 0114 245 9786 Email: Vicki.hill@scope.org.uk 

30th January – Risk Assessments on those deemed to have a disability; widen your Minds as well as Your Doors Venue:  West Midlands - For more details contact:  Sunfield Professional Development Centre - Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm Download printable application form
30th January - Understanding the 'common approach to analysis' using the CAF and other frameworks - Paragon Hotel, Birmingham – 9.15 – 4.00 - The Common Assessment Framework is a key component in the Every Child Matters: Change for Children programme and all local authorities will have a responsibility to impelement it by the end of 2008. The 'common approach to analysis' is a method of analysing information that is relevant to all professionals and can therefore provide a means of integrating services, in line with the ECM agenda. It is a method which can systematically move from a clear identification of children’s needs through to the identification of realistic outcomes and ways of achieving those outcomes - contact us on 020 7843 1906/6084 or email training@ncb.org.uk  http://www.ncb.org.uk/Page.asp?originx2024ys_16701525562540y39k3368525521 
30th January - non-instructed advocacy – London - This event will enable delegates to look at the complex issues of how to advocate for people with a learning disability who are not able to direct the advocacy themselves. BILD publishes a book titled ‘A voice of their own’, which supports this event and will be available for purchase on the day.  Download information
30th January Direct Payments - This course provides an introduction and in depth information for participants who wish to gain a basic grounding on the legal principles governing direct payments as well as more in depth information for those who are already familiar with the basic principles of the scheme.  It focuses on the law and practice as it applies in both England and Wales. – Venue: London
http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1117120944 

31st January - Bug Busting Day - is an educational programme in reliable head louse detection. It delivers the 'whole school approach' (National Healthy School Standard). Pupils take home the information that parents need in a friendly Bug Buster Kit. The children motivate their families to check all members properly. For more information visit: http://www.nits.net/bugbusting/schools.cfm
31st January – Every Child Matters – Every Child Included in the Curriculum – Venue - West Midlands - For more details contact:  Sunfield Professional Development Centre - Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm  

FEBRUARY

1st February – Happy 1st Birthday to Positive Aspects.

1st February – Assessing the Mental Health Problems of Young People on the Autistic Spectrum:  Dr. Barry Coughlan For more details contact:  Sunfield Professional Development Centre, Clent Grove, Clent, Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands.  Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm Download printable application form
1st February - 1.00pm to 2.45pm What Matters Is.... A performance by learning disabled actors on current disability issues  - This performance, devised and performed by learning disabled actors from 'The Business', will look at current issues affecting those with learning disabilities, particularly children and young people.  The performance will invite its audience to debate and question the issues using Forum Theatre techniques.  The actors are part of Theatre Resource's 'The Business', an art based training programme for people with learning disabilities. They and past participants are available for training, workshop and performance commissions.  "What Matters Is...." is open to all parents of disabled children and people working or volunteering in the disability sector. Records Office, Chelmsford, Essex - To attend contact Carla at Essex County Council on 01245 436 016

1st February - The Moving & Handling People – 2 Day Conference. The 13th Annual Moving & Handling People conference has been designed to provide you with the information and skills you need to demonstrate competency in practice. Venue:  London Email: movingandhandlingpeople@emap.com or visit: http://www.movingandhandlingpeople.co.uk/homepage.asp 
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1st & 2nd February - The 13th Annual Housing, Care and Support Conference – Manchester - This is the 13th Annual Housing, Care and Support conference.  http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/HCS_annual_conference.htm 

1st – 28th February - Raynaud's Awareness Month - To create a greater awareness of Raynaud's among the general public, offering advice and support to sufferers and raising funds for research projects. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=767&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=01%20-%2028%20Feb%202007 
2nd February - Ethnicity Awareness Training - 9.30 – 4.30 - Leeds - This is a practical one-day course about working with people with learning difficulties from minority ethnic communities. Tel: 0113 270 3233 

2nd February, 2nd March & 16th March - 3 Day NVQ Accredited Course Supporting Pupils with Down's Syndrome - Newcastle - This course, which is run in partnership with Oxfordshire County Council, is geared towards professionals working in schools. It is part of the training for the National Occupational Standards for Teaching Assistants and provides portfolio evidence towards NVQ 2 and 3, in particular for module 3.14, “Supporting pupils with cognition and learning difficulties during learning activities”. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=115 
2nd February – Self Injurious Behaviour in people with Learning Disabilities and/or autistic spectrum disorder – Venue:  BILD Offices, Kidderminster - The day will be of interest to those working in social care, health and education, self advocates, family members and others with an interest in this sensitive and difficult area For more information – Tel: 01562 723025 Email: learning@bild.org.uk
2nd February – Literacy Activities for People with Severe and Profound Learning Difficulties - Dr. Penny Lacey, Senior Lecturer in Education, The University of Birmingham For more details contact:  Sunfield Professional Development Centre - Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm    

4th – 10th February – Eating Disorders Awareness Week - http://www.edauk.com/NewsEventsPressMedia/EatingDisordersAwarenessWeek
5th February – Science and SEN - Karen Mills, Curriculum Improvement Advisor, Newport City Council For more details contact:  Sunfield Professional Development Centre, Clent Grove, Clent, Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands.  Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm  Download printable application form
5th February - Youth Opportunity Fund and Youth Capital Fund Seminars – Central Westminster Hall, London These events are funded by the DfES and have been coordinated by The National Youth Agency with Government Offices and Regional Youth Work Units. http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=93850 
6th February – Issues & Opportunities for People with Asperger Syndrome – Venue London – organised by the National Autistic Society – For more information Tel: 0115 911 3367 Email: conference@nas.org.uk - or visit: www.autism.org.uk/conferences 

6th – 12th February - Bramley Apple Week is devoted to family values and healthy mealtimes. To celebrate this, The Bramley Campaign has developed a new recipe booklet – ‘Fresh Ideas with Bramley’. Click here to find out more  http://www.bramleytrade.co.uk/events.htm 

7th February – Developing Stories to Support Social Understanding in Children with ASD 
Iain Chatwin, Staff Training Advisor, Sunfield For more details contact:  Sunfield Professional Development Centre, Clent Grove, Clent, Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands.  Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm 

7th December – Connecting with people who are difficult to Reach in Basildon – Workshop organised by Concept Training.  For more information Tel: 01524 832828 Email: info@concept-training.co.uk or visit: http://www.concept-training.co.uk/ 

7th February - Young people and adults with learning disabilities and complex health needs. Venue: Kingston University and St George's University of London – Email: jcobb@fpld.org.uk Visit: http://www.ldhealthnetwork.org.uk/cnevent.doc 
7th February - Charging for Community Care – London - Charging is one of the most contentious areas in the community care debate. This course provides an opportunity to examine the main issues in England and Wales. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096534370 

7th February – Schizophrenia One-Day Regional Conference at University Hall Conference Centre Cardiff University Birchwood Road Penylan Cardiff http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/zw-schiz.htm 
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7th February – The Royal College of Psychiatrists: CETC - Personal Development Courses for Psychiatrists Communication - Venue: Leeds - For more information - Please contact Elizabeth Edgar on 0113 366 3248 or email eedgar@cru.rcpsych.ac.uk http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/events/collegediary.aspxor visit:  
7th February – (BILD) Role of mental capacity advocate – Kidderminster - This event will give an overview of the Mental Capacity Act and will explore the new Independent Mental Capacity Advocate and the implications of the role in relation to people with learning disabilities who may lack capacity to make certain key decisions. Download information
7th February - Young People and Adults with Learning Disabilities and Complex Healthcare Needs - Kingston University and St Georges University of London - A number of key health issues related to young people and adults with learning disabilities and complex health needs are emerging as national themes that health services need to take account of within their commissioning strategies.  FREE PLACES AVAILABLE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH LEARNING DISABILITES AND FAMILY CARERS http://www.posturalcareskills.com/41121/41201.html   

7th – 9th February – The Royal College of Psychiatrists: Forensic faculty residential meeting - Programme  - Venue: Intercontinental Hotel, Prague - Contact: Sally Fricker - Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145 email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac  http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/events/collegediary.aspxor visit:  
7th – 14th February - National Marriage Week - Celebrated in churches and communities across the country - the purpose of the Week is to celebrate the importance of marriage. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=770&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=07%20-%2014%20Feb%202007
8th February - Joined-up strategy for disabled learners - Abbey Community Centre, 34 Great Smith Street, Westminster, London - In the last six months the focus of much of the learning and skills sector policy has been on disabled learners. In December 2006 we pass the deadline for each public body, including education providers, to have their first Disability Equality Scheme in place. The Learning and Skills Council (LSC), Department for Education and Skills (DfES), Department of Health (DoH), and other government departments are all working towards strategies for disabled people.  Download Application Form for this event (PDF file) For further information (or if you would like to be sent a paper version of the application form) please contact Gurjit Kaur, Tel: 0116 204 2833, email: gurjit.kaur@niace.org.uk stating your full postal address. http://www.niace.org.uk/Conferences/ldd-strategy.htm 
8th February – The RITE transition: The only way forward for young disabled people:  Aims of the conferences - To engage service providers and young disabled people in small group work to consider how service providers and young disabled people can best work together.  Venue: Manchester - Tel: 0870 890 1080  Email: info@pavpub.com or visit:  http://www.darefoundation.org/newsandevents/index.aspx?id=148
9th February – Children affected by alcohol conference – Finding Links to and support for children with ADHD, Learning Difficulties, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, Behavioural Problems and Other Special Needs Venue:  London WC1H 0XG - Email: nofas-uk@midlantic.co.uk phone: 020 8458 5951 visit www.nofas-uk.org 

9th February - Palliative Care and Neurological Conditions: Defining the Way Ahead - London – This event offers the opportunity to explore the need for palliative care for those with neurological conditions; identify the current involvement and perception or roles between palliative care, neurology and rehabilitation medicine; showcase good examples; suggest a pathway to enable service development and provide a forum to discuss how the information learnt can be transferred into realistic actions to initiate change.  To book places visit: www.ncpc.org.uk/events or contact Mridu Rana on 020 7696 1520 or email m.rana@ncpc.org.uk 

9th February – for 11 weeks, on Fridays – Foundation Skills and Knowledge in Child and Adolescent Mental Health – 10.00am to 4.00pm at Chelmsford Campus.  For more information contact Steven Walker Tel:  0845 196 4951 Email: s.walker@anglia.ac.uk or visit: http://www.anglia.ac.uk/ruskin/en/home/prospectus/postgrad2006/childmentalhealth.html 

9th & 10th February - Autism is Treatable! Conference Bournemouth - The parent run UK charity 'Treating Autism' is hosting a 2-day biomedical focused conference - TreatingAutism@aol.comEmail  for PDF Flyer & Booking Form - www.TreatingAutismConferences.com
10th February - CALLING 11-18 YEAR OLDS - COME ALONG AND HAVE SOME SERIOUS FUN!  Following the recent success of Afasic's Young People's Days we are planning more for 2005/6. The days are for young people aged 11-18 who have speech and language difficulties. They offer a chance to meet and get to know others and chat about things, which are important to young people. Venue:  Wolverhampton - For further information:  Tel: (admin) 020 7490 9410 Email: info@afasic.org.uk or visit: http://www.afasic.org.uk/courses.htm 

12th February - AGEING AND DEMENTIA - Dementia: Towards the end of life - This event is organised in partnership with DSA & DDREG (Developmental Disability Research & Education Group). Through research relevant to people with developmental disabilities, 
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the group aims to improve the evidence base, which may inform and improve practice in working with people with intellectual disabilities. Buckfastleigh, Devon http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=97 

12th February - SW Division - An Introduction to Psychiatric Ethics - Weston Super Mare - Please contact Pat McPhee or Angela Burge on 0117 344 5043 or email: pmcphee@southwestdiv.rcpscyh.ac.uk or aburge@southwestdiv.rcpsych.ac.uk
12th – 18th February - Contraceptive Awareness Week - The objectives of the Week are to influence health professionals, the public and the media in raising awareness of contraception and issues affecting contraceptive choice. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=1119&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=12%20-%2018%20Feb%202007 
13th February -  SCOPE Anniversary Meeting 2007 'Who Cares About Quality of Life?' Venue: London – For more information please Email: dianerodie@aol.com 
13th February - Theatre Resource - Creative Industries Business Improvement Partnership in the East of England - A free course in mentoring skills taking place in Essex for those who run and manage a business within the creative industries sector.  Click here for further information on the mentoring training courses
12th – 18th February - National Chip Week http://www.lovechips.co.uk/index.html 

14th February - Traditionally, spring begins on St Valentine's Day, the day on which birds chose their mates.  

14th February – RNIB: Pre 16 Course  - Low Vision Aids for Children and Young People:  – LEEDS – For more information contact RNIB Tel: 0113 274 8855 Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

14th February – Gold Heart Day - Get your Gold Heart for a minimum £1 donation and help The Variety Club Children's Charity to assist thousands of sick, disabled and disadvantaged children throughout the U.K. Gold Heart Day is now in its seventeenth year and to date has fundraised more than £30 million to help provide vital equipment and support to children in the U.K.  Quite aptly Gold Heart Day is on St Valentine's Day, a day for love, affection and caring for others.  A new heart design pin badge will be officially launched on "Gold Heart Day" and will be available from participating retailers for the month of February.  For more information visit the Variety Club of Great Britain website.

15th February - Self-Directed Support for Children and Young People – Swallow Hotel, Preston.  An opportunity for Local Authorities and Primary Care Trusts to consider ways in which their services need to change to reflect the personalisation agenda.  For more information Tel: 01254 306850 Email info@nwtdt.com or visit: http://www.nwtdt.com/Events/Conference%20Self-directed%20support%20for%20children.pdf
15th February – Essex Coalition of Disabled People Presents – Bite Size training: half day and one day sessions centred around the ethos of ECDP – Disability Equality, Rights and Independent Living – Understanding Rights and Needs – 10.30am to 3.30pm – Focusing on the rights of disabled people and needs assessment, the session is designed to establish an understanding of how disabled people can access their rights to have their needs met – Topics of discussion will include Advocacy and Personal Assistance – Venue:  ECDP, Ivan Peck House, 1 Russell Way, Chelmsford, Essex – Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk Tel: 01245 392301 or visit: http://www.ecdp.org.uk/det-courses/page.asp?DocumentID=22   

15th February - Parent Carers & Disabled Children: London - Research, Good Practice & the Law Despite the fact that children with disabilities have very specific needs, many parents experience barriers accessing appropriate services. This course examines recent research and legislation in order to identify and promote good practice. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096533696 

15th – 16th February – The Royal College of Psychiatrists: CETC - Presentation & Facilitation skills - Venue: Leeds - Contact Elizabeth Edgar on 0113 366 3248 or email eedgar@cru.rcpsych.ac.uk http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/events/collegediary.aspxor visit:  
15th February - New Types of Worker conference - Farington Lodge, Leyland - The key aim of the conference is to help those working in health and social care to develop an understanding of the roles and tasks required to deliver the white papers Our Health, Our Care, Our Say and Every Child Matters. The conference is free of charge and a place can be secured by emailing conference@cynergyhealthcare.com 
15th February - International Childhood Cancer Day - The aim of the Day is to help children with cancer get the best possible treatment and care, no matter where they live in the world, by raising both awareness and money. http://www.countmeincalendar.info/show_campaign.php?calid=7&campaignid=774&categoryid=&banner_area=3&camp_dates=15%20Feb%202007
18th February - Chinese New Year is the longest and most important celebration in the Chinese calendar. http://www.infoplease.com/spot/chinesenewyear1.html 
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19th February - Medicine and Me: Asthma Research - The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London - http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/c10-asthma.htm 
19th – 21st February - Postural Care Champions residential phase - Lichfield
http://www.posturalcareskills.com/41121/41201.html 
20th February - Diabetes in the young - The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London - http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtpaedi.htm#february
20th February - Shrove Tuesday http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/shrove.html 

21st February - CETC - Personal Development Courses for Psychiatrists Relationships – Glasgow - Please contact Elizabeth Edgar on 0113 366 3248 or email eedgar@cru.rcpsych.ac.uk
21st – 22nd February - Delivering Race Equality in Mental Healthcare: Policy, Practice and Research - This two-day event will focus on the progress that is being made since the launch of Delivering Race Equality in Mental Healthcare Action Plan in 2005. The conference will address key issues of concern to the community, practitioners and users of the services. We aim to showcase some of the notable achievements by the Focused Implementation Sites and demonstrate how research is shaping practice in some of these sites. Pre Registration Form Awards Submission Form DRE Conference Leaflet Poster Template Form Workshop Template Form Conference Contact
Venue:    Royal Court Hotel, Tamworth Road, Keresley, Coventry, CV7 8JG
http://www.actiondre.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=318&Itemid=143 
21st - 22nd February – Structured Teaching for Pupils with ASD – An Introduction (2-day) -Val Harley & Deb Rattley, UK Trainers in Structured Teaching (TEACCH) – Sunfield For more details contact:  Sunfield Professional Development Centre, Clent Grove, Clent, Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands.  Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: - http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm 

22nd – 23rd February – The Royal College of Psychiatrists: The Academic Faculty Annual Residential Conference - Venue: Sheffield – For more information:  Contact: Sally Fricker - Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145 email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac.uk http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/events/collegediary.aspxor visit:  
22nd & 23rd February – (BILD) supporting person centred planning (2 days) - Kidderminster  -This course explores origins and principles of person centred planning, and how it is implemented in practice, including the barriers and challenges that may be faced. The participant will have the opportunity to apply a person centred plan to his or her own life and to analyse this process. The content of these days will cover the learning outcomes from the LDAF level 2/3 Unit 145 Support person centred planning.  Download information 

23rd February - Behaviour Management Strategies - Venue:  LONDON - (One-day seminar and workshop) The day focuses on the principles of managing behaviours presented by children and young people on the autistic spectrum with and without additional learning difficulties. Tel:  07981 323 015 info@aspectcounsel.co.uk http://www.aspectcounsel.co.uk/ 
23rd February – Sensory Play & Learning - Judy Denziloe, Trainer & Author For more details contact:  Sunfield Professional Development Centre, Clent Grove, Clent, Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands.  Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm     
23rd February – Writing with Symbols - Jan Cook – ICT Training Officer, Sunfield For more details contact:  Sunfield Professional Development Centre, Clent Grove, Clent, Nr. Stourbridge, West Midlands.  Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm  

23rd February – Essex Coalition of Disabled People Presents – Bite Size training: half day and one day sessions centred around the ethos of ECDP – Disability Equality, Rights and Independent Living – Benefits – 10.00am to 12.30pm – The day will give participants an overview of the benefits and tax credits system and an opportunity to discover who could be eligible to claim and how to claim. – Venue:  ECDP, Ivan Peck House, 1 Russell Way, Chelmsford, Essex – Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk Tel: 01245 392301 or visit: http://www.ecdp.org.uk/det-courses/page.asp?DocumentID=22  

26th February - Planning for the future event – Mencap - 1.00pm – 3.00pm Roland Burden Room, Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens, Burdon Road, Sunderland - If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here.
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There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability. For more information contact:  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925

27th February - Planning for the future event – Mencap - 12.30pm – 2.30pm - Bradford Central Library, Prince's Way, Bradford, West Yorkshire.  If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability. For more information contact:  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925
26th & 27th February – Strengthening Families Project is recruiting trainers – Arden Hotel, Birmingham -The strengthening Families training package is nearing completion – we are recruiting trainers to deliver the material.  The training package is aimed at equipping workers to deal empathically with parents of disabled children when they are facing relationship difficulties.  The training takes place over 1 day and is suitable for all who work with parents of disabled children.  We are initially recruiting 30 trainers who will be trained free of charge.  If you are interested please contact Vicki Hill – Tel: 0114 245 9786 Email: Vicki.hill@scope.org.uk 

26th February – 11th March – Fair Trade Fortnight - http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/ 

27th February – RNIB  - PCET Course:  Train the Trainer:  Meeting the needs of disabled people on training courses – LEEDS – For more information contact RNIB Tel: 0113 274 8855 Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

27th & 28th February – Building Partnerships to provide the best possible workforce – University of Nottingham - Skills for Care is the not-for-profit organisation that aims to improve adult social care in England by supporting employer's workforce development activity. It is currently working to increase training and development opportunities for social care workers through its strategic partnerships. Its network of nine regional committees encourage all those working in social care to come together to make full use of the funding and other resources available, in order to achieve the strategic aims Skills for Care sets for the sector.  http://www.pavpub.com/skillsforcare/index.htm 
27th February - ASDs and education: the bigger picture - Edinburgh - The National Autistic Society is organising this one day conference to explore issues concerning the education of people with autistic spectrum disorders, highlighting some common difficulties that arise and offering suggestions on potential ways forward to best meet the support needs of the children and adults with autistic spectrum disorders in this area. This conference is described on www.autism.org.uk/conferences. Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362 http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 
28th February - Planning for the future event – Mencap - 12.30pm – 2.30pm - Quakers Friends Meeting House, 6 Skinnergate, Darlington.  If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability. For more information contact:  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925

28th February - Dual Diagnosis and the Criminal Justice System - Venue:  London - Evaluating appropriate responses to dual diagnosis within different aspects of the criminal justice system and identifying areas of good practice. For more information visit: http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=583
28th February - Workshop for Parents and Parent Participation Workers in the South-West  10am to 3pm. The X-Centre, Commercial Road, Exeter EX2 4AD. A workshop day for parents involved in shaping services for disabled children and those who work with them. For further information and a booking form contact Jemma Black, Tel: 020 7608 8775 e-mail: jemma.black@cafamily.org.uk 

28th February – Nutrition and Autism – Venue:  West Midlands - Contact:  Sunfield Professional Development Centre - Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm Download printable application form
28th February - Young Carers Workers Southern 2 day Conference – Venue:  Brighton. For further information Email: spendleton@carers.org 

28th February - Accommodation & Community Care Duties for Persons from Abroad   - London http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1123857998 
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28th February – RNIB: Pre 16 Course  - Adaptations and Modifications to text:  – LEEDS – For more information contact RNIB Tel: 0113 274 8855 Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

28th February – 2nd March – The Royal College of Psychiatrists: Faculty of Old Age Psychiatry Annual Meeting - Venue: Eastbourne – Contact:  Sally Fricker - Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145
email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac.uk http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/events/collegediary.aspxor visit:  
MARCH 

1st March - Planning for the future event – Mencap - 11.00am – 1.00pm - Northallerton Mencap, Mencap Centre, Goosecroft Lane, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL6 1EG.  If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability. For more information contact:  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925

1st March - DTP – Communicate in Print2 (Hands on Course) - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands - Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm 

1st March - Understanding, investigating and treating epilepsy - Genetics, electrophysiology, investigation, surgical treatments The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtcn.htm#march 

1st March – Happy 10th Birthday – world Book Day - http://www.worldbookday.com/ 

1st – 31st March – The Marie Curie Great Daffodil appeal - http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/ 

2nd March - Sherborne Developmental Movement – Level 2 - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  - Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
2nd March - 24 Hour Tea and Coffee Break - A cuppa can make a world of difference!  A packet of 80 tea bags costs £1.70, yet and Indian tea farmer earns only 15p.  Help give poor farmers a break – by taking one yourself on 2 March 2007. http://www.actionaid.org.uk/1330/24_hour_tea_and_coffee_break_2006.html 

2nd March – (BILD) Non-instructed advocacy – Kidderminster - This event will enable delegates to look at the complex issues of how to advocate for people with a learning disability who are not able to direct the advocacy themselves. The day offers a 'toolbox' of ideas and practical suggestions to make sure people with high support needs are not only heard but taken seriously.  Who for: Anyone wanting a greater understanding of 'non instructed advocacy' or advocacy for those with high individual support needs. BILD publishes a book titled ‘A voice of their own’, which supports this event and will be available for purchase on the day.  Download information
2nd March - Planning for the future event – Mencap 12.30pm – 2.30pm - Wallsend Memorial Hall, 39 Station Road, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 6SZ  If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability. For more information contact:  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925

3rd March - UK Thalassaemia Society Conference - Ramada Leeds Parkway Hotel, Otley Road, Leeds LS16 8AG http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/c10-thal.htm 
5th March – Managing new realities – London - Managing New Realities was established in 2003 to bring together the worlds of health, social care and housing to discuss the commissioning and provision of integrated and personalised services for adults. The event has quickly developed to become the primary opportunity for the sectors to meet and work together to forge a common, innovative and challenging agenda for service development.  http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/index.asp 
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5th March - Medical careers day: so you want to be a doctor? - The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London - http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/c10-careers.htm 

5th March - Planning for the future event – Mencap 12.30pm – 2.30pm - Room C1, Hull Guildhall, Alfred Gelder Street, Hull, HU1 2AA.  If someone in your family or someone you care for has a learning disability they need a secure future, especially when you are no longer here.  You can take steps now to ensure they are well looked after by including them in your will, or setting up a trust.  Royal Mencap Society have organised a FREE information session where you can find out how to take care of your family and loved ones now to save them worrying about it when you are no longer here. There will be a local solicitor speaking, who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit of people with a learning disability. For more information contact:  Gina Collins, Wills & Trusts Team, Freepost WD3537, London, EC1B 1AA, or call 020 7696 6925

5th & 6th March - Family Course – Lichfield - http://www.posturalcareskills.com/41121/41201.html 
5 – 11 March - Lavender Week - As well as taking part in Breast Cancer Awareness Month each year along with all the other breast cancer charities, the Lavender Trust runs its own awareness campaign each March, Lavender Week.  http://www.breastcancercare.org.uk/content.php?page_id=5666 

6th March - Sensory Issues & Autism - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  - Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
6th March – Education and Career planning:  Supporting young people who are blind or partially sighted through transitions - Leeds – RNIB – Grosvenor House, Grosvenor Road, Headingley, Leeds – Tel: 0113 274 8855 – Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

6th March – Carers & Work – London - This training course aims to increase participants’ knowledge of the practical and financial support available to carers at work/those who wish to start or return to work. Some knowledge of the benefits system is advisable before attending this course. The course is participative. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1150736721  

6th – 12th March – Endometriosis Awareness Week - http://www.shetrust.org.uk/ 

7th March - Community Care Law: Introduction – London - Community care law has been described as a ‘hotchpotch’ of statutes. This course is a basic starting point for anyone wanting to make sense of this complex area of law. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096479138 

7th March – Making Sense of P Scales - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website:  http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
7th March - Including Me: Working with children with complex health needs - York - 9.45am - 4.00pm - If you work with children with complex health needs, this course will be of interest to you.
Based on the highly popular book, 'Including Me: Managing complex health needs in schools and early years settings', this one day training course will enable participants to develop policies and procedures specific to local circumstances, helping to ensure that children and young people with
complex health needs can access education and childcare.  This course will be of interest to managers and practitioners working in education and early years settings including childminders, nurseries, Children's Centres, Sure Start staff as well as those in play schemes, after-school clubs and extended schools.  It is also relevant to social care staff.    Contact us on 020 7843 1906/6084 or email training@ncb.org.uk http://www.ncb.org.uk/Page.asp?originx2024ys_16701525562540y39k3368525521

8th March - Sex Education for young people with Autism and Learning Difficulties: Growing and Learning - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website:  http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
8th March – CETC - Mental Capacity Act Training with Richard Jones – London - Please contact Catherine Ayres on 020 7977 6658 or email cayres@cru.rcpsych.ac.uk
 
8th March - Introduction to autistic spectrum disorders - The Jury's Inn, Scotswood Road, Newcastle - This conference organised by the National Autistic Society will give a broad overview of autistic spectrum disorders. It will aim to give an overview of the characteristics of ASD and the impact of this on behaviour, teaching and learning. Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362 http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 
8th March - EARLY YEARS (0-4 YEARS) - Speech and Language Development – London - This conference organised by the DSA is geared towards parents of very young 
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children with Down’s syndrome as well as health, education and social care professionals working with children with Down’s syndrome under the age of 5 years. DSA http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=100 
8th March – International Women’s Day - http://www.internationalwomensday.com/ 

8th – 11th March – Crufts Dog Show - http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/  

9th March - Speech and Language Development For School Age Children – London - This conference organised by the DSA is geared towards a range of professionals working with school-age children with Down’s syndrome. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=105 

10th March - Big Curry Night 2007 - thousands of people across the world will be getting together to enjoy a really great night in with friends. They will be sampling, tasting, drinking, chatting and generally sharing in a fantastic social event - all in the name of some of the poorest people in the World.  http://www.vso.org.uk/events/bcn_2007.asp
11th – 18th March – Real Nappy Week - http://www.wen.org.uk/rnw/ 

11th – 17th March – Obesity Awareness Week - http://www.toast-uk.org/ 

12th March – Commonwealth Day - http://commonwealthday.com/ 

12th March – Home Zones for London Conference – London Play will celebrate the conclusion of its 3 year Home Zones for London project with a conference to be held at GLA’s City Hall, London.  This event will launch the end of the project evaluation and is a chance to share the lessons learned with residents and community groups, local authorities, the play sector and anyone with an interest in making London’s streets more people-friendly.  Email: anna@londonplay.org.uk or visit: http://www.londonplay.org.uk/document.php?document_id=17 

12 – 13th & 26th – 27th March - Postgraduate Certificate in Asperger Syndrome – Manchester  A successful collaboration between The National Autistic Society and Sheffield Hallam University.  This course has been running for over three years throughout the UK - Closing date: 26th January 2007. Please call 0115 847 3518 for an application form.

12th – 18th March – Brain Awareness Week - http://www.dana.org/edab/welcome_en.cfm 

12th - 18th March – National Ideas Day - ideasUK launched National Ideas Day on 14th March 2001. – 14th March having been chosen as a special day to focus on creativity and innovation in the workplace on the anniversary of Einstein’s birth. http://www.ideasuk.com/nationalideasweek.htm 

13th March - Advocacy for Carers: Introduction – London - If you are required to advocate on behalf of carers as part of your job, this course will equip you with the skills and the confidence to do this effectively. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096533965 
13th March - Teaching Assistants Awareness Day – MANAGING CHALLENGING BEHAVIOUR Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website:  http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
13th March – (BILD) Non-instructed advocacy - Warrington – This event will enable delegates to look at the complex issues of how to advocate for people with a learning disability who are not able to direct the advocacy themselves. The day offers a 'toolbox' of ideas and practical suggestions to make sure people with high support needs are not only heard but taken seriously. Who for:  Anyone wanting a greater understanding of 'non instructed advocacy' or advocacy for those with high individual support needs.  BILD publishes a book titled ‘A voice of their own’, which supports this event and will be available for purchase on the day. Download information









14th March - Who decides? - Making decisions about your health, welfare and finances –
Who decides when you can’t? One-day conference covering the Mental Capacity Act, The Independent Advocacy Service (IMCA) Self Directed Care/Individualised Budgets.  Venue: Waterside Conference Centre. Waterside Drive, Wigan - The day will start at 09.15am and finish at 3.30pm.  The fee includes refreshments and lunch.  This day is for all who work within the Health and Social Care Families, carers and People who use services. http://www.supported-living.org/index.htm 

14th March – NO SMOKING DAY - http://www.nosmokingday.org.uk/
14th March - Teaching Assistants Awareness Day – MANAGING CHALLENGING BEHAVIOUR Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website: http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
14th – 15th & 28th & 29th March - Postgraduate Certificate in Asperger Syndrome - Leicester -
 A successful collaboration between The National Autistic Society and Sheffield Hallam University. This course has been running for over three years throughout the UK - Closing date:  26th January 2007. Please call 0115 847 3518 for an application form.
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14th – 16th March – Faculty of Liaison Psychiatry Annual Meeting – Amsterdam - Contact: Sally Fricker - College Conference Office - Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145 - email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac.uk 

 
15th March – Truly Inclusive Conference – Ensuring inclusion of learners who are blind or partially sighted in post-compulsory education – University of Leeds – RNIB – Grosvenor House, Grosvenor Road, Headingley, Leeds – Tel: 0113 274 8855 – Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

16th March - Ideas Into Action - Young People and Alcohol – Raising Awareness, Building Skills – Leicester - The issue of young people’s alcohol consumption, in particular the risk related to ‘binge’ drinking, is one which has attracted wide publicity and is a major concern for anyone working with young people. http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=94209 
18th March – Mothering Sunday (Mothers Day) - http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/easter/mothers.htm 

18th March – British Sign Language Day - http://www.learntosign.org.uk/ 

19th March – Essex Coalition of Disabled People Presents – Bite Size training: half day and one day sessions centred around the ethos of ECDP – Disability Equality, Rights and Independent Living – Disability Equality Essentials – 10.00am to 1.00pm – Designed to provide a short introduction to the Disability Movement and Social Model Theory, the day can be utilised by those new to the world of disability or those needing to refresh previous learning. Venue:  ECDP, Ivan Peck House, 1 Russell Way, Chelmsford, Essex – Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk Tel: 01245 392301 or visit: http://www.ecdp.org.uk/det-courses/page.asp?DocumentID=22
20th March - Intensive Interaction - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website:  http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
20th March - Overcoming disability in the workplace - Practical guidelines on assisting individuals with physical and psychological disabilities to remain at work - The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/smtoccup.htm#march contact Claire Marsh - Tel: (+44) 020 7290 3943, fax (+44) 020 7290 2989 or mailto:occupational@rsm.ac.uk Please book by Monday 12 March 2007
20th March – (BILD) Role of the self advocacy supporter – Kidderminster - The event will look at strategies for supporters to develop their skills and those of people with a learning disability to run effective self advocacy groups. You will be encouraged to identify ways to address issues round equity, equality and how to support people with learning disabilities to understand what their rights are and how these fit into their everyday lives. Download information
20th March – International Earth Day - http://www.earthsite.org/ 

20th March – World Storytelling Day - http://www.storytellingday.net/ 

20th March - Protection Seminar 2007 - Coventry Learning Disabilities Partnership Board with PAVA & Ann Craft Trust  - Coventry Rugby Football Club, Butts Park Arena Coventry - Vulnerable Adults - Jake’s Justice 9.30am – 4.30pm A one-day seminar which will be looking at adult protection, this will be of interest to those working with all groups of vulnerable adults.  Sunny Arts have worked in partnership with Surrey County Council, Coventry Learning Disabilities Partnership Board and PAVA to produce a powerful new film entitled ‘Jake’s Justice’. This film is about the sexual abuse of a man with learning disabilities in a care home. The DVD will be launched during the day and will form the basis for workshop discussions.  The seminar will include key notes from Deborah Kitson, Director at The Ann Craft Trust. Booking Form (http://www.choiceforum.org/jakesseminar.doc) - please complete and return to Charlie Heywood at: ACT, Centre for Social Work, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD or email: charlotte.heywood@nottingham.ac.uk 







21st March - "What's it like to be me?" Venue - The Jury's Inn, 245, Broad Street, Birmingham - The full title of this conference. Organised by the National Autistic Society, is "What's it like to be me?” an insight into the lives of those with ASD and their families. www.autism.org.uk/conferences Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362

21st March – World Poetry Day - http://www.teacherplanet.com/resource/worldpoetry.php 

21st March - APLD - First Announcement – Our Health, Our Care, Our Say – Venue: Innovation Centre, Nuneaton – Reply to: APLD Head Office, PO Box 145, Ashington, NE22 7WW - 9.15am ~ 4.15pm - Tel/Fax: 01670 843159 - email: apld@btinternet.com by 15 January 2007 http://www.ldhealthnetwork.org.uk/flyermar.doc 

21st March - Benefits for Carers: Introduction – London - This course provides a clear introduction to the main welfare benefits that affect carers. Some familiarity with the benefits system, including disability benefits, is advisable before attending this course.   http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096535386 
21st March - SW Division The Physical Wellbeing of Mental Health Patients – A Workshop - St Cuthbert’s Conference Centre, Buckfastleigh Please contact Pat McPhee or Angela Burge on 0117 344 5043 or email:pmcphee@southwestdiv.rcpscyh.ac.uk or aburge@southwestdiv.rcpsych.ac.uk   
 Top of the Document
21st March – New Approaches to preventing suicide - London - Suicide Prevention is a major national activity; the government have set a target of a 20% reduction in the suicide rate by 2010.  This conference will focus on a wide range of imaginative, preventive measures that are relevant to the whole of society.  http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=592 

22nd March – World Water Day - http://www.worldwaterday.org/ 

22nd March - Health Inequalities - There impact on people with intellectual disabilities and their families For further details on this meeting please contact Marie Blythe at intellectual.disability@rsm.ac.uk  http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/fmtld.htm#march The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London, W1G 0AE
22nd March - Intellectual Disability Forum - New technologies addressing the health inequalities of people with intellectual disabilities – London - There has been an increasing recognition of the disparity in health suffered by people with an intellectual disability (ID) If the achievement of a good quality of health is an appropriate goal for all, it follows that this aim is also right for those with an intellectual disability.  Health may be considered to be an interaction of individual characteristics and environmental factors, the impact of which is greater in people with intellectual disabilities. This brings particular challenges with regards to people with an intellectual disability who are a heterogeneous population with varying needs and who therefore require a complex array of health care provision.  The conference will explore the potential of technological solutions and use of clinical information to reduce and eliminate health disparities among people with intellectual disabilities - For further information on this meeting or to book on-line visit http://www.rsm.ac.uk/intellectual-disability Alternatively you can contact Claire Marsh on Tel: (+44) 020 7290 3943, fax (+44) 020 7290 2989 or mailto:intellectual.disability@rsm.ac.uk Please book by Wednesday 7 March 2007
22nd March - Autistic Spectrum Disorder and People with Learning Disabilities -The TechnoCentre, Puma Way, Coventry - This conference has been organised by the NHS Services for People with Learning Disabilities in Coventry and aims to highlight the needs of people with learning disabilities who have autistic spectrum disorder. Contact:  Mr. David Martin, Audit, Information and Development Manager, Learning Disabilities Services, Stoney Stanton Road, COVENTRY, CV1 4FH - Tel 024 76 246 323 Email: david.martin@covwarkpt.nhs.uk Website: www.covwarkpt.nhs.uk 

23rd March – World meteorological Day - http://www.wmo.ch/wmd/ 

23rd March - Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder - Venue: Sunfield PDC, Woodman Lane, Clent, near Stourbridge, West Midlands  Download printable application form Tel: 01562 883183 Email: pdc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk Website:  http://www.sunfield.org.uk/courses.htm
23rd March – Pathways for children – Every Child Matters conference – Working together to provide effective routes for referral for children who are blind or partially sighted – The Pavillions, Harrogate – RNIB – Grosvenor House, Grosvenor Road, Headingley, Leeds – Tel: 0113 274 8855 – Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 

23rd March – Self Directed Support – Something for everyone – London - Is in Control making a difference to your daily life? Or is it becoming just another buzz word in social care? In 2003 in Control began work with six pilot local authorities to test out a new operating system for social care, called self-directed support.  Today there are over 85 local authorities that are signed up to making self-directed support a reality for people who use social care in their areas, as well as a national government pilot.  This new way of working is creating changes for many people who either work in social care or whose lives are affected by the way social care is provided.  Yet, for many people, whose day-to-day lives have not yet changed, in Control and self-directed support are still just new buzz words.  http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=589 

25th March – BRITISH SUMMER TIME BEGINS – http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/time.html 

27th March – Advocacy reflective practice and networking – London - BILD run a number of advocacy events and we are aware this is a very broad subject to cover in depth in one session. These networking days will go beyond the 'basic' and allow participants to explore issues and reflect on their practice. This will be a facilitated session with an update on recent policy and other information, participants will then agree topics to discuss and action plan in small groups.  Download information 

27th March – Braille maths and the adaptations of diagrams for the tactile user – Leeds – RNIB – Tel: 0113 274 8855 – Email: rnibyorkshirehumberandnortheast@rnib.org.uk 
 
29th March - Mental Health and people with Autistic spectrum disorders - Venue: ORT House Conference Centre, London NW - Over recent years there has been a growing interest in autistic spectrum disorders. This conference will concentrate on the mental health issues, an area that is often neglected in other conferences. The day will offer an opportunity to hear from a number of experts in the field and will provide plenty of time for discussion. People with autistic spectrum disorders are vulnerable to developing mental health problems and the conference will explore issues of assessment, interventions and service delivery. People with autistic spectrum disorders span the range of intellectual functioning and some groups may fall between services, this issue will also be discussed. 
Click here to download the conference flyer or to book online  Tel: 0870 890 1080 or email info@pavpub.com http://www.pavpub.com/mailings/autism/ebulletin.htm 
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29th March - Carers & Mental Health Law – London - The treatment and care of people with mental health problems often involves complex laws and procedures. This course details the relevant legislation with a focus on the rights of individuals and their carers. A basic knowledge of community care law is assumed for this course. 
http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1150735692
29th March – Essex Coalition of Disabled People Presents – Bite Size training: half day and one day sessions centred around the ethos of ECDP – Disability Equality, Rights and Independent Living – Options for Independent Living – 10.00am to 1.00pm – Exploring options for Independent Living, the session will centre on providing useful information about how Direct Payments and Individual Budgets can lead to independence.  Venue:  ECDP, Ivan Peck House, 1 Russell Way, Chelmsford, Essex – Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk Tel: 01245 392301 or visit: http://www.ecdp.org.uk/det-courses/page.asp?DocumentID=22
29th – 30th March - Faculty of Psychotherapy Annual Meeting - Monkbar Hotel, York - Contact: Sally Fricker, College Conference Office, Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145, email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac.uk
30th March – Ideas Into Action - Drama in Youth Work – Encouraging Young People to Express Themselves – Leicester - This training is not about setting up youth theatres or discrete drama groups, but looks at simple and effective ways to use drama and role-play to enable young people to express themselves within a youth work context. http://www.nya.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=94210 
30th March - Supporting Pupils with Down's Syndrome in Primary and Secondary Schools (Professionals) - Bridgend – S Wales This conference has been organised in conjunction with DSA & Bridgend County Council, and is geared towards staff working in schools – teachers, SENCos and teaching assistants. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=106 
31st March - Supporting Pupils with Down's Syndrome in Primary and Secondary Schools (Parents) - Bridgend – S wales - This conference has been organised in conjunction with DSA & Bridgend County Council, and is geared towards parents of children with Down’s syndrome.

http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=107 

APRIL

1st April – APRIL FOOLS DAY - http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/year/april.htm 

2nd April – International Children’s Book Day - Since 1967, on or around Hans Christian Andersen's birthday, 2 April, International Children's Book Day (ICBD) is celebrated to inspire a love of reading and to call attention to children's books.  http://www.ibby.org/index.php?id=269 

2nd – 15th April – Edinburgh International Science Festival - http://www.sciencefestival.co.uk/ 

6th April – GOOD FRIDAY - http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/easter/goodfriday.htm 

7th April – World Health Day - http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/health/ 

7th April – 7th May – National Pet Month - http://www.nationalpetmonth.org.uk/ 

8th April – Easter Sunday - http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/easter/easterday.htm 

11th April - Carers & their Rights – London The last ten years have seen major reform of the law as it relates to carers. This course examines how recent legislation fits in with the maze of other community care statutes, and what rights carers have as a consequence, both from social services and the NHS.

http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096477888 

16th – 22nd April – Parkinson’s Awareness Week - http://www.parkinsons.org.uk/Templates/Internal.asp?NodeID=99210 

16th April – Essex Coalition of Disabled People Presents – Bite Size training: half day and one day sessions centred around the ethos of ECDP – Disability Equality, Rights and Independent Living – Protection of Vulnerable Adults – 10.00am to 12.30pm – The session will focus around staff working with vulnerable adults offering useful information and guidelines to assist them in their roles.  Venue:  ECDP, Ivan Peck House, 1 Russell Way, Chelmsford, Essex – Email: cemmins@ecdp.org.uk Tel: 01245 392301 or visit: http://www.ecdp.org.uk/det-courses/page.asp?DocumentID=22
17th April – National Zoo Awareness Day - http://www.captiveanimals.org/ 
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17th April - Carers & their Rights – London - The last ten years have seen major reform of the law as it relates to carers. This course examines how recent legislation fits in with the maze of other community care statutes, and what rights carers have as a consequence, both from social services and the NHS. 
http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096477888
18th April  - Extreme behaviours within ASD - Venue - The Met Hotel, King Street, Leeds - Details – Organised by The National Autistic Society - Professionals UK wide are experiencing the emergence of a group of children with very complex behaviours. These children and young adults are challenging all forms of provision. The speakers will examine the identification of a possible new subgroup within autism and the implications for provision. Contact - National Autistic Society Conference & Events Dept, 1st Floor, Castle Heights, 72, Maid Marian Way, Nottingham NG1 6BJ, Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362  http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

21st April - DSA - Family Day - York  -This conference has been organised in association with Down’s Syndrome North Yorkshire and is geared towards parents of school-aged children with Down’s syndrome. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=118 
21st April – Queen Elizabeth’s Birthday - http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/royal/birthday.htm 

21st – 28th April – Welly Week - http://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/wellyweek/index.php 

22nd April – Flora London Marathon - http://www.london-marathon.co.uk/ 

23rd April – World Book and Copyright Day - By celebrating this Day throughout the world, UNESCO seeks to promote reading, publishing and the protection of intellectual property through copyright.  http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=5125&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 

23rd – 29th April – Global Campaign for Education - http://www.campaignforeducation.org/action/2007/action.html 

23rd – 29th April – TV Turnoff Week - http://www.tvturnoff.org/week.htm 

23rd – 29th April – RSPCA Week - http://www.rspca.org.uk/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RSPCA/RSPCARedirect&pg=RSPCAHome 

24th April – (BILD) Role of the self advocacy supporter - Warrington - The event will look at strategies for supporters to develop their skills and those of people with a learning disability to run effective self advocacy groups. You will be encouraged to identify ways to address issues round equity, equality and how to support people with learning disabilities to understand what their rights are and how these fit into their everyday lives. Download information
24th – 26th April – Naidex – number one homecare, disability and rehabilitation – NEC Birmingham - http://www.naidex.co.uk/page.cfm/Action=ExhibList/showlocation 

24th April - AGEING AND DEMENTIA - Meeting the New Challenges – Birmingham – DSA - This conference is geared towards policy-makers, commissioners, managers, service providers and support staff working with older individuals with a learning disability or in any setting where older people with Down’s syndrome may attend. The conference aims to increase our understanding of issues in relation to ageing for people with Down’s syndrome and to offer practical advice and strategies to improve the care offered to people with Down’s syndrome who may be at risk of developing dementia. Family carers are also very welcome to attend. http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=98 

24th April – (BILD) Role of the self advocacy supporter – Warrington - The event will look at strategies for supporters to develop their skills and those of people with a learning disability to run effective self advocacy groups. You will be encouraged to identify ways to address issues round equity, equality and how to support people with learning disabilities to understand what their rights are and how these fit into their everyday lives.  Download information
25th April - Lost in Transition? - How to find your way through… Birmingham Hippodrome, Birmingham City Centre - The lack of effective support for young adults with a learning difficulty at transition has been highlighted again and again as a key issue in the learning difficulty sector. Yet, although everybody seems to be talking about it, nothing seems to be changing.  Despite recommendations from various reports and a plentiful supply of information, it seems we’re still wary of taking the plunge and developing the right kind of services to meet the needs of young people with a learning difficulty today.   Contact 0114 241 2104, or email conference@dimensions-uk.org. Website: www.dimensions-uk.org/events 

25th April - Faculty of Learning Disability Psychiatry Spring Meeting – Regents College London - Contact: Sally Fricker, College Conference Office - Tel: 020 7235 2351 x145  email: sfricker@rcpsych.ac.uk
25th April - Snakes and Ladders: The Challenges of Commissioning for Brain Injury Services National Conference - Venue: Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London - Contact: Patti Simonson - Tel: 0208 780 4530 Fax: 0208 780 4530 - E-mail: psimonson@rhn.org.uk http://www.biswg.co.uk/default.ihtml?step=4&pid=6 
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26th April  - Managing Challenging Behaviours in ASD - Venue – Birmingham – Practical workshop with studio 3 - Contact - National Autistic Society Conference & Events Dept, 1st Floor, Castle Heights, 72, Maid Marian Way, Nottingham NG1 6BJ, Tel: 0115 911 3367, fax: 0115 911 3362  http://www.autism.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=1162&a=11449 

26th April - Mental Health Law & The Human Rights Act - The implications of the Human Rights Act 1998 for the UK’s mental health services are potentially enormous. This course examines how the Act may impact on mental health law and current practice. http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096534546 
26th April – (BILD) Involving people properly - London - Services and organisations know they should involve people with learning disability in meetings, reviews, consultation and planning, but sometimes its is very difficult to know how to do this well. This event will try to answer some questions about involving people and giving some practical ideas about how people can work together.  Download information
26th April – Mental Health Law & The Human Rights Act – REVISED – London - 
http://www.carersuk.org/Policyandpractice/Training/Trainingcalendar/1096477888
27th April – (BILD) Valuing teams:  working together for children and adults with learning difficulties and disabilities – Birmingham – In partnership with University of Birmingham - Download information
27th April – Including Pupils with Down's Syndrome in Mainstream Primary School – Teddington - This conference is geared towards a range of professionals working in mainstream primary schools (teachers, learning support staff, SENCos, advisory support services and educational psychologists) http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/DSA_detEvent.aspx?ev=108
27th & 28th April – Special Needs North – The G Mex Centre, Manchester - http://www.teachingexhibitions.co.uk/Exhibitions/NASEN+&+TES+Special+Needs+Exhibition/North/2007/ 

29th April – International Make A Wish Day - http://www.make-a-wish.org.uk/ 

30th April & 1st May – (BILD) Managing Person Centred Planning (2 days) – Kidderminster – This course examines distinctive features of person centred planning and how it will impact on all aspects of the management of a learning disability service.  It looks at empowering the person at the heart of the process and considers the different contributions others may make.  Download information
Know of an event you would like publicised in the next edition of Positive Aspects Diary Dates?  Send to trudy.1@ntlworld.com        
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