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Just launched! Sign up!!  A NEW and fantastic social networking site for short breaks carers and workers. 

http://shortbreaksnetwork.ning.com/
What is it? It’s an easy to use, interactive website for short break carers and inclusion workers. So, if you offer short breaks at your home or you are a sitter, play worker, personal assistant, befriender or in any other role directly supporting disabled children receiving short breaks then this ‘NING’ site is absolutely the best social networking site for you!!  It’s all about those delivering short breaks communicating with each other - we all agree to keep children’s names confidential. 
On the site you can - 

Find out news and information about short breaks from the BLOG, join in discussion FORUMS on subjects like behaviour, play  and communication;  find out about training opportunities and events, network and  ask questions and for help.

Set up your own page, make friends, add photos (always with parents’ permission) add your stories, or send instant messages to other users

Share Top Tips, add your stories, send instant messages, post details of events, find out and tell others what’s happening and where is accessible in your area.
But don’t just take our word for it - after a month of testing it a variety of people involved in short breaks said: 

	“A Facebook and Website all in one but just for carers and workers ”



“Definitely very useful as it can be hard to get to support groups etc due to the weird hours we work.”
“It will be a great tool for finding out information and chatting over problems and issues with other people in the same situation without having to go anywhere.”
“It’s a social networking site where short break carers can link up for discovery or discussion, but most of all to be able to offer each other support and understanding in the sharing of experiences and expertise. “
“I've enjoyed using the site and look forward to continuing. It's a good way to contact others around the country who do the same or similar job.”
	“It is a great way to make friends that do the same job and to find ways to help with any problems.”
Pl

Please find attached :

Preview of what the website looks like 
A set of instructions on how to use all its fab features! 
Trudi will be online 9-5, Monday to Friday to help people to provide help and answer any questions regarding the network. However, if you are completely new to using a social networking site then Trudi will also be arranging phone tutorials to show you how to use the site. If you would like to take part in one of these tutorials please email trudi.holden@shortbreaksnetwork.org.uk . 
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