Research into the Court Experiences of Adults with Mental Health Problems, Learning Disabilities /Difficulties and Limited Mental Capacity: court users

Who are BMRB?

The Ministry of Justice have commissioned BMRB to undertake this research project. BMRB are an independent research organisation who specialise in social research.
Our website is www.BMRB.co.uk  if you would like more information about the company. 
What are we doing research about?

The aim of the research is to examine the court experiences of adults with mental health problems, learning disabilities and limited mental capacity. We are particularly interested in how the court system and related support organisations support the needs of this group of court users.
Who would we like to interview?
BMRB would like to speak to court users with mental health problems, learning disabilities or limited mental capacity about their experiences in the court system. The list below is not exhaustive, but provides some examples of the types of issues this might include. 
· Schizophrenia





Depression
· Anxiety disorder




Eating disorder

· Personality disorder




Down’s Syndrome

· Autism






Dyslexia

· Severe learning disability



Dementia

· Mental health problems



Brain injury

· Speech, language or communication difficulties

· Mild/moderate Learning disability/difficulty

We would like to speak to people who have been to a criminal court as a victim or witness or anybody who has attended a civil or family court. The following are a list of examples for clarification purposes although we do not see this list as exhaustive. Please note: the research does not include defendants due to the substantial amount of research that has already been carried out with this group.
How can you help us?
We would really appreciate it if you could help us to identify and access people who would like to tell their stories. We envisage you could do this in 2 ways: 

· Help us identify specific clients for us to speak to. To avoid disclosing personal data, we would attend your service on a day that is suitable for you and your clients. If you are unable to do this then: 
· You could also help us by placing posters and leaflets about this research in your organisation to help raise awareness of this research (we will provide you with copies of these)

We are happy to provide as much as assistance with the organisation of this as you require. You may prefer to approach your clients about participating and then we can follow this up if they express an interest in the research. We will work with you to find the best way to access this group of people. If you need anything else, please let us know.

Where will the interview take place?
To help ensure that the courts users feel comfortable during the interviews our preference would be to conduct the interview on support organisation premises.  We are also happy to conduct interviews in other locations where the court user will feel safe.
What will the interview involve?

We would like to explore the peoples’ experience of the court system, identifying what they feel worked well, not so well and how the system could be improved to better meet individual needs.  

We will ensure that all participants are informed about the research in such a way that they are able to fully understand the issues surrounding the choice they are making including, what the research will involve, reasons for the research and issues of confidentiality. It is important to note that consent would always be gathered directly from the participant and not from a third party. The researcher will offer the participant regular breaks (such as every 15 minutes) and the interview will last no longer than 1 hour unless the participant wants it to.

We will provide £25 as a thank you for taking part in the research in cash or as a voucher. 
What about confidentiality?

The report will be published on the MOJ website: http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/publications.htm
We will ensure that participants’ details remain confidential and they will not be identified in the report. 
Who will undertake the interview?

All staff undertaking research on this project are fully trained and highly experienced in conducting ‘sensitive’ research, including research with vulnerable groups. Interviewers also adhere to strict MRS guidelines about confidentiality and will ensure that all interviews remain confidential unless we have concerns about any risk issues. Should this arise, we will follow MRS procedures in the first instance.
Further information

If you require further information about the research, please contact Rosie McLeod 0208 4334306.

