Conference on the Mental Capacity Act 2005

Purpose of the conference

Since the enactment of the MCA (2005) it has become clear that there are significant relationships with other legislature that were not necessarily envisaged when the Act was drafted.

The conference will examine the various interface issues between the MCA (2005); Human Rights Act (1998); National Assistance Act (1948); Children Act (1989); Mental Health Act (1983) (2007); Sexual Offences Act (2003); Criminal Procedure Act (1991); and the implications for both the people who are affected by the MCA (2003) and the professionals who implement the legislation.

Title of the conference

'Capacity or the Mental Capacity Act : all clear now?'

Audience

The conference is designed to engage with legal professionals; health and social care professional & carers of people affected by the MCA (2005). Anticipated 100 – 130 participants. Cost of attendance: £150 per delegate.

Date & venue of the Conference

Friday 7th October 2011           The Mary Ward House in Tavistock Place, London

Programme

	1000   Welcome & Introductory Address 

           (Baroness Hale)

	1025   Discussion: How can the Act be improved both from the professional and carers perspective 

           (Julian Sheather and Fleur Sharman - Chaired by Lord Alex Carlile) 

	1130    Refreshments 

	1150    Presentations:

Key issues:

· civil law and criminal law applications - (Johannah Cutts)

· best interests; mental health law around restricting liberty & DOLS; fitness to plead (Robert Eckford)



	1300    Lunch

	1400    Facilitated workshops using case studies to examine issues

Choice of either:

            1. IMCA - (Action For Advocacy)

            2. Best interests / DOLS - (Edd Carter)                            

            3. Civil law – Children's law - (Julie Hine)

              4. Section 44 



	1500    Refreshments

	1515    Facilitated workshops using case studies to examine issues

Choice of either: 

             1. IMCA - (Action For Advocacy)

             2. Best interests / DOLS - (Edd Carter)                            

             3. Civil law – Children's law - (Julie Hine)

             4. Section 44 



	1615    Plenary : To include the questions raised by participants at the beginning of the day in a 20 Questions format

	1645    End of conference


Output of the conference

Conference proceedings and potential journal article

