Past queries and responses regarding Mastectomy from the UK Health and Learning Disability Network archives.
Feb 5, 2009 BST

From Nat Davies e-mail: nat.davies@telfordpct.nhs.uk 

Hi. Does anyone know of any accessible information out there regarding having a mastectomy as I am finding it quite hard to locate any? 

Thank you, 

Nat 

Nat Davies | Community Nurse | Joint Learning Disability Team 40 Tan Bank, Wellington, Telford, TF1 1HW Tel: (01952) 381420

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jan 5, 2009 2:29 pm

Forwarded by Daniel Gower 

Dear all, 

We work for an organization called CHANGE (www.changepeople.co.uk), a voluntary sector organisation that works nationally with people with learning disabilities to campaign for their equal rights. We are based in Leeds but work nationally. There are many things that cause inequality for people with learning disabilities, but we believe that a major barrier to equality of choice and decision making is access to accessible information. 

At CHANGE we have staff and volunteers with learning disabilities, who work with illustrators to produce easy read information with supporting illustrations. We have over a decade of experience of producing accessible information. 

As such, we have just been commissioned by the Department of Health to work alongside two national Cancer organisations - Respond and the Palliative Care Network for People with Learning Disabilities, to produce a series of accessible information booklets for cancer patients with learning disabilities. 

We intend to set up steering groups to inform the development of the booklets. We are looking for health care professionals, carers, and people with learning disabilities who have/have had cancer or experience of a loved one having cancer to be involved in these groups. These groups will be set up in Bristol, London and Leeds. 

If you feel you could help us or want to be involved then please contact: 

Cancer - Information You Need to Know team at CHANGE on: 

Phone: 0113 3880011 

Email: fiona@change-people.co.uk 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

1. From Jeni Graham e-mail: Jeni.Graham@SwarkPCT.nhs.uk 

Hi Fiona, 

In Warwickshire we have developed packs aimed at people who have a mild/moderate disability to understand radiotherapy, chemotherapy and mastectomy as we had a number of people diagnosed last year. 

They are in Publisher format and, although not perfect, may help along the way. If you would like me to forward them please let me know. 

Regards, Jeni Graham 

2. From Jane Bernal e-mail: Jane.Bernal@cpt.cornwall.nhs.uk 

Dear CHANGE. 

I am glad you are doing this work. It is important and will help people with learning disabilities. I would like to help but I live in Cornwall. It would be better if you could send me things or have a teleconference than for me to come to meetings in London. You could also talk to Dr Irene Tuffrey- Wijne. She knows a lot about cancer and how it affects people with learning disabilities. Irene is based at St George's Medical School. 

Best wishes 

Jane Bernal

Aug 7, 2008 11:37 am 

From Name withheld by LDHealthNetwork 

Wondered if anyone could help, as a matter of urgency, a colleague is supporting a lady with learning disabilities who has a hearing impairment and no verbal communication. Unfortunately a biopsy has indicated that she requires surgery. This is booked for Monday!! We would appreciate any accessible info which may help us to explain the procedure. 

Many thanks 

1. From Linda McEnhill e-mail: lindamcenhill209@hotmail.com 

Hello, 

Given the shortness of time that you have I would suggest that you go to breast cancer care website and also to cancer bacup to get background understanding so that you can then adapt it for your client. Breast cancer care has line drawings of a mastectomy (although of course there are various types so you may not get an exact match) see 

http://www.breastcancercare.org.uk/content.php?page_id=446 

Alternatively try: http://tinyurl.com/58yw6z 

In terms of images that you can use - google images has a large number of images ( mainly photographic) of mastectomies see 

http://images.google.co.uk/images?hl=en&q=mastectomy&btnG=Search+Images&gbv= 2 

Alternatively try: http://tinyurl.com/5mu2zp 

which you can then adapt. 

You might also want to contact Philipa Bragman at Change who is doing some work in this area - her email is philipa@changepeople.co.uk 

You may also want to talk about the support issues with Dorothy Matthews who is a Macmillan Clinical Nurse Specialist for People with Learning Disabilities who has a great deal of expereince in this area- her email is dorothy.matthews@nap.nhs.uk 

If I can help in any way give me a call on 07986 377 609 With best wishes Linda McEnhill Manager Macmillan Network Information and Support Service 

