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28 September 2006: Solvent exposure linked to birth defects in babies of male painters 
A study of construction workers in the Netherlands, conducted in part by the University of Alberta in Edmonton, Canada, links low birth weight and birth defects to paternal, airborne exposure to organic solvents such as paints, thinner and cleansers. Source: University of Alberta, 26/09/2006 
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27 September 2006: Education Secretary Alan Johnson to admit that the state has been "letting down" children in care. 
Education Secretary Alan Johnson orphaned at an early age and brought up by an elder sister will tell delegates statistics show that children in care face far worse prospects in life than those brought up in families. They are five times less likely to pass their GCSE exams and 25 times more likely to wind up in prison. Source: Press Association, 27/09/2006 
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27 September 2006: Doctor failed to diagnosed man's broken back 
A man with learning disabilities, who broke his back when his wheelchair toppled over died within an hour of being discharged from hospital after a doctor failed to diagnose his injury, an inquest heard today. As Mr Langford had learning difficulties and could not communicate properly, he was unable to tell staff of his pain. Source: Press Association, 27/09/2006 
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26 September 2006: DPTAC consults on 2007-2012 Strategy 
The Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Committee today launched a 12 week consultation on its draft strategy for the 2007-2012 period. The Committee was set up by the Secretary of State for Transport to provide him with independent advice on the transport needs of disabled people. Source: Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Committee, 22/09/2006 
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26 September 2006: Anne Mcguire Announces New Chair For Disability Employment Advisory Committee 
Elaine Noad is the new Chair of the The Disability Employment Advisory Committee. It was established in 2003 to advise the Department for Work and Pensions on the labour market barriers faced by disabled people, and develop recommendations to overcome these barriers. Source: Department for Work and Pensions, 25/09/2006 
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26 September 2006: When nerve cells can't make contact 
Using an animal model, brain researchers in Göttingen have examined the effects of mutations that cause autism in humans. The study published in the scientific journal Neuron (September 21, 2006) shows that neuroligins ensure that signal transmission between nerve cells functions. Source: Max-Planck-Gesellschaft, 25/09/2006 
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26 September 2006: 2080kids to help dyslexia sufferers 
2080Kids, the company behind innovative solutions for making reading, spelling and writing fun for children as well as making the Internet accessible for all, is launching its campaign to help Dyslexia and other communications difficulties sufferers. Source: Press Association, 26/09/2006 
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· If you would like to see more stories from the last month, updated every weekday, please visit the news page on the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities website. 
· If you would like to discuss any of the issues raised by these stories, why not join the Choice Forum Its a place where you can ask questions, find answers and share information. 
· If you would prefer a text-only version of this news bulletin or if you wish to unsubscribe please visit Connects: the mental health and learning disabilities portal at www.connects.org.uk You will need to login and then amend your details in the Personal Notice Board. 
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