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Learning Disability Services Patient Information Leaflet

	Mental Health Act 1983 Section 3 

Admission to Hospital for Treatment
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	Patients Name:_____________
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You have been admitted to Atlas House Goldie Leigh.
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	Your Doctor is:________________

	[image: image4.wmf]

	Date of Admission:__________
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	WHY AM I IN HOSPITAL?
It has been decided to admit you to this hospital so that you can be given the treatment and care that you need.
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	You can be kept at the hospital because of Section 3 of the Mental Health Act 1983.
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	Section 3 of the Mental Health Act means that the doctors who said that you should be brought here think that you have a mental disorder for which you need to be in hospital for medical treatment.
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	HOW LONG WILL I BE HERE?

You can be kept her for up to six months so that you can be given the medical treatment you need.
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	You must not leave during this time unless a doctor tells you that you can.
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	If you try to go, the staff can stop you and if you do leave, you can be brought back.
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	WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
The doctor will tell you when he or she thinks that you are well enough to leave the hospital.
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	If the doctor feels that you need to stay in hospital for longer than six months, he or she will talk to you about this towards the end of the six months.
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	CAN I APPEAL?
You can ask the hospital managers to let you leave the hospital.  If you want to do this, contact them at:

Mental Health Act Administration, Pinewood House, Pinewood Place,

Dartford, Kent. DA2 7JW
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	Your nearest relative can also contact the hospital managers and ask them to let you leave.
	[image: image27.png]


[image: image28.png]


[image: image29.png]




	The managers can take 72 hours (3 days) to look at the request, so that they can get a report from your doctor.
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	Your doctor may say in his or her report that you should not leave the hospital and if he or she does, you will have to stay in hospital.
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	You can also apply to the tribunal meeting to ask if you can leave.  You can ask the tribunal any time within the first six months while you are kept in hospital.
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	If you are not allowed to leave the hospital when you first ask, you can ask again.  You can ask 2 times a year for 1 year and then once every year.
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	The tribunal members will come and meet with you and listen to those who help you.  The tribunal doctor will come and see you before the meeting.
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	The tribunal will speak to your doctor and social worker and read reports about your time in hospital before deciding if you are well enough to leave.
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	The tribunal will send you a letter within a week of the meeting.
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	You might want to ask a solicitor to help you with this tribunal.  You do not have to pay for this.
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	The Address Of The Tribunal Office Is:
Mental Health Review Tribunal 

5th Floor
11 Belgrove Rd

Victoria

London

SW1V 1RS
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	WHAT TREATMENT MAY I BE GIVEN?
Your doctor will talk to you about any treatment that you may need for your mental illness.
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