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Stand by me: Briefing for case studies

Background
“Stand by me” is to be the subject of Learning Disability Week 2011 (19-26 June)

During this week we will be publishing a report that shows how well each police force responds to people with a learning disability who have been victims of hate crime. 
We will also be asking police forces across England, NI and Wales to sign up to “Stand by me” promise.  This will call on the police to “Stand by” people with a leaning disability by ensuring that all staff have LD awareness training and designated LD Liaison Officers in place.
What is “hate crime”?

Disability hate crime as outlined in c146.Criminal Justice Act 2003, is a criminal offence motivated by hatred or prejudice towards a person either because of their actual or perceived disability. Crime where the victim is targeted because of their disability leaves victims afraid to engage in everyday activity. The crime can range from bullying and harassment, through assault, kidnap, rape and murder. 

Requirement:
We are looking for people’s experiences of hate crime within the last two years.
Case study profiles:

We’d like to hear about:

An adult or young person with a learning disability or PMLD (or their carer/advocate) who has been a victim of hate crime where the police have not responded appropriately to the case. For example, the police officer made assumptions about certain facts because they thought the person could not speak for themselves. 

Or

An adult or young person with a learning disability or PMLD (or their carer/advocate) who has been a victim of hate crime and has had to move away from the area because they felt too intimidated to continue living there. 
Or

An adult or young person with a learning disability or PMLD (or their carer/advocate) who has been a victim of crime who has had their case prosecuted.  We’d like to hear about their experiences in court. For example, whether special measures or other means of protecting vulnerable and intimidated witnesses were made available during the proceedings.
Or

An adult or young person with a learning disability or PMLD (or their carer/advocate) who has been a victim of crime where the police have handled the case well and taken them seriously or the case has been successfully prosecuted. 

Use of case studies
We’d like to use these stories to promote our campaign in print, broadcast and online media – either anonymously or named. (This would be entirely at the discretion of the case study)

Contact:

For more information about hate crime and the campaign:

Mark Gale, Campaigns and policy officer

0207 696 6021

Mark.gale@mencap.org.uk
For passing on case studies

Brenda Shalvey, Case study officer,

0207 696 5568 

brenda.shalvey@mencap.org.uk
Sophie Parr, Campaign Support Officer

020 7696 5613 

sophie.parr@mencap.org.uk 












