Books, storytelling and theme work

Bag Books

60 Walham Grove, Fulham, London SW6 1QR

Tel/Fax: 020 7385 4021

Email: bagbooks@macunlimited.net

Web: www.bagbooks.org

Story-packs designed for children, young people and adults who are at an early developmental stage in the acquisition of language and communication skills. Each page of the story is a strong board with an object attached, which can be explored by each person listening to the multisensory story. Many titles are suitable for teenagers and adults.

Price range from £35.00 to £50.00 plus p&p.

Books Beyond Words

Book Sales, The Royal College of Psychiatrists, 17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PG

Tel: 020 7235 2351 ext. 146    Fax: 020 7245 1231 (mark FAO Book Sales)

Web: www.rcpsych.ac.uk/publications/bbw

The books can be used by anyone who understands pictures better than words, people with learning or communication difficulties or literacy problems and carers and staff who support them. Titles cover issues such as bereavement, health, abuse, relationships and the criminal justice system. Supporting text and guidelines on how to use the book are given at the back of the book.

Each book £10.00, UK p&p free.

ClearVision Project

Linden Lodge School, 61 Princes Way, London SW19 6JB

Tel: 020 8789 9575

Email: info@clearvisionproject.org

Web: www.clearvisionproject.org

Nationwide postal lending library of over 12,000 books with added braille, designed to be shared by visually impaired and sighted children and adults. These books are lent to schools, families, libraries, and visual impairment services. There is also a new collection of books labelled in Moon and some wonderful tactile books (only available for loan to education establishments). 

Livewire Real Lives

Hodder Murray, 338 Euston Road, London NW1 3BH

Available from Bookshops

Range of books produced in association with the Basic Skills Agency, written for varied reading ages between 6 to 10. Each book features a personality from showbiz, music, sport, literature, science or religion. Use the books to make story bags for teenagers or adults, for example: Ryan Giggs (sports bag containing football, referee’s whistle, Manchester United scarf and magazine, Welsh flag, etc); Gareth Gates (glittery bag containing microphone, hair gel, CD, calendar, etc.).

Books priced £3.99 or £4.25.

Story Sensations

Vocal Image, PO Box 759, Woking GU23 6BF

Tel: 01483 211711
Fax: 0870 787 7532

Email: mail@vocalimage.co.uk

Web: www.vocalimage.co.uk

Range of sensory stories designed to provide an accessible storytelling experience for pupils with severe and profound multiple disabilities. Some titles are suitable for older pupils. Teacher’s pack includes:

· audio CD with the narrative, music and sound effects required for the story

· story script

· guide with step by step notes on presenting the story and a list of suggested props and potential alternatives.

Each pack costs £49.99 plus p&p.

Storysack

Resource House, Kay Street, Bury BL9 6BU

Tel: 0161 763 6232
Fax: 0161 763 5366

Email: hello@storysack.com

Web: www.storysack.com

Each sack is based around a picture storybook and contains a range of props and supporting materials. Wide range of titles available – consider adding more multisensory props to make the stories more interesting for children with severe disabilities.

Price range approx. £30.00 to £80.00 plus p&p

DIY Books
You can make books for individual clients with complex needs by:

· Placing different items in display wallets and sealing the open edge with sticky tape. Try lentils, shiny card, fluorescent kite fabric, bubble plastic, netting, foil – whatever will interest the client. Give the book an interesting cover (e.g. brightly coloured corrugated card) and tie the “pages” together with cord.

· Using laminating pouches. The pouches may be sealed using a hot iron, instead of putting them through a laminating machine. Place a piece of paper over the pouch (to protect your iron) and seal three edges. Use the point of the iron to seal two triangles on one long side of the pouch, where the holes will be punched for binding the pages (otherwise liquid fillings will leak out round the holes!). Experiment with different fillings e.g. hair gel and glitter, fluorescent paint, black paint and seal the last edge of the pouch. Laminate a piece of black paper, white paper and foil paper (using the laminating machine in the conventional way). When you assemble the book, place the white page next to the hair gel, black page next to the fluorescent paint and foil page next to the black paint, so that moving the liquids around with a finger will reveal an interesting background (a bit like the old magic drawing boards).

Further information and resources

· Bag Books (see above) runs small workshops in storytelling.

· Storysack Manual (£15.00 plus p&p) gives detailed advice on making storysacks, funding, organising volunteer help, and training workshops for parents. Available from Storysack (see above).

· Storytime (£2.25 including UK p&p) is a leaflet that gives ideas to make storytime an inclusive and sensory experience for disabled children and young people. Available from AFL Training (see below).
This leaflet was originally published by Action for Leisure and is now distributed by 

AFLTraining

39 Kelvinbrook
West Molesey

Surrey

KT8 1RU

Tel: 020 8783 0173

Fax: 020 8783 9267

Email: judy@afltraining.co.uk
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