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GETTING TOGETHER
By Leeds Animation Workshop

An animated DVD about friendships and relationships, for people with learning disabilities

GETTING TOGETHER is an animated short film about making friends and starting a relationship. It has been made especially for people with learning disabilities, and their families and carers. It also raises awareness about the rights of people with learning disabilities.
 
The 13-minute film was produced by Leeds Animation Workshop, a not-for-profit co-operative producing resources on social issues. Consultants included Mencap and other organisations, relationship experts, and people with learning disabilities.
 
“Everybody has the right to a social life and a love life,” says Leeds Animation Workshop. “People with learning disabilities have emotional needs and skills just like anybody else. You can be a rocket scientist, and still be not much good as a husband or wife. But someone who finds reading and writing difficult isn’t necessarily going to find relationships difficult.”
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The DVD shows how people with learning disabilities can enjoy friendships and sexual relationships without putting themselves at risk. It also shows how care workers and family members can provide appropriate support.

The DVD features six characters, in different living situations, who all have learning disabilities.  

These are their stories:
Erroll persuades his parents to let him start helping out at the cricket club, where he meets new people and makes friends.
Gita, a wheelchair user, who has only non-verbal communication, makes a friend at pottery class. They have a misunderstanding but then make up again.
Harry finds ways to meet other gay people, with the support of care workers who help him look for a boyfriend without taking risks.

Candice goes on a date and learns how to say no to a pushy boyfriend.

Jacey meets a man in a club, and nearly gets into trouble.
Brett starts a relationship with Marie, and takes things one step at a time: they sort out contraception, get over arguments, and eventually decide to move in together.
 
All the voices on the soundtrack are those of actors with learning disabilities.

The resource pack includes an accessible booklet.
The project was funded by a grant from the Big Lottery Fund, and supported by Leeds City Council.
 
Other resources for people with a learning disability available from Leeds Animation Workshop include:
- EVERYONE CAN SAVE ENERGY (7 minutes), a cartoon for people with learning disabilities about saving energy in the home. Excerpts can be viewed online, at: http://www.leedsanimation.org.uk/films/everycansave.html, and on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBvqtarpg0Y&feature=related
-       GETTING BETTER (12 minutes) a DVD about primary health care for patients with learning disabilities.

-  GETTING BETTER IN HOSPITAL (12 minutes) about hospital care for patients with learning disabilities, available 2011. 

Each pack is also available on a non-profit basis directly from Leeds Animation Workshop: 

0113 248 4997

info@leedsanimation.org.uk 




www.leedsanimation.org.uk
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