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North East Regional Access to Acute Network
Care of a Patient with a Learning Disability in the Acute Hospital
Patients attending Theatre and Recovery (Care Pathway 5)
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Patients in Theatre and Recovery
Reasonable Adjustments.

Does the procedure have to be carried out under anaesthetic?

Could it be carried out under heavy sedation in the recovery area?

Could supporting staff where possible remain in day to day clothing to reduce the risk of disengagement, anxiety etc?

Could the carer apply the ID wristband?

In recovery it can be extremely helpful to have a familiar person present whether they be a relative, paid carer or nurse accompanying the patient.

Does a care plan need to be agreed prior to theatre so everyone is clear of their roles and responsibilities.

Does the patient need to be put in a theatre gown?

Does the patient need to be admitted via a ward or could they go straight to a holding room at theatre? 



























Yes








Explain procedure through use of visits, photos will assist to gain informed consent. The process will be explained to the patient and carer before the transfer to theatre.


As previously discussed at outpatient preparation.





















































Consider flexibility of listing for the safety and comfort of the patient and others








Recovery


Once the procedure is complete the recovery nursing staff should contact the ward to notify the main carer that the procedure is complete and invite the main carer back to the Recovery Room.


Where possible, the patient should be escorted back to the ward by ward nurse who is known to them along with their carer.











Theatre staff to visit patient on the ward pre-operatively to meet and assess the patients and carers specific needs where appropriate








Is the procedure or investigation to take place under either a Local or General Anaesthetic?





Arrange, if possible, for the patient to be accompanied to theatre and into the Anaesthetic Room by someone known to them, who will then be able to stay until the patient is anaesthetised. If local anaesthetic is used then the patient’s carer may be required to stay throughout the procedure. This should be discussed at the pre-assessment.








Pre�op and Nursing staff from the patient’s wards contact the appropriate Operating Theatre well in advance where possible to discuss any specific patient needs.





This information should also be conveyed to the Recovery Room staff.








Preparation for Theatre


The following care elements should be discussed during the pre-assessment visit between, patient, nursing staff and main carer. Acute Liaison Lead LD can be consulted if required on


Tele:         ext   Mobile:           


CONSIDER


                               1. The patient's previous experience of anaesthesia and surgery.


2. Behavioural patterns during recovery of anaesthesia


3. The patient's communication needs. Refer to patients ‘My Health Record’/ Hospital Passport.














