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Health Scotland Seminar

Improving the sxual health & wellbeing of young people with learning disabilities
Beardmore Hotel and Conference Centre, Clydebank, Glasgow

Tuesday 26 June 2007

Recent legislation and policy developments highlight the responsibilities for all organisations to ensure that issues around equality and diversity are addressed for all sectors of society.  At the same time, the new sxual health strategy for Scotland, Respect and Responsibility, calls for actions to be implemented in a way, which takes into account the particular needs of diverse population groups.

NHS Health Scotland has recently facilitated an evidence review process to explore key issues around the sxual health needs of young people with learning disabilities. Evidence was gathered from published and unpublished literature, consultations were held with young people and examples of promising practice were identified and reported on.  The results of this review should support professionals working with young people with learning disabilities and those who support them by developing policy to work together to improve sxual health services of this traditionally ‘hard to reach’ group and meet national equality and diversity requirements.
Who should attend: 

· Staff from across health, local authority and voluntary sectors who work directly with, or have an interest in, the sxual health & wellbeing of young people with learning disabilities.  This may include clinical sxual health specialists, school nurses, teachers, community learning & development staff and social workers.

· Those with an influence on policy development, including health promotion staff, NHS Board sxual health leads, local authority sxual health leads, sxual health strategy groups and community health partnership leads.

· Local and national learning disability organisations.

This is your chance to:

· Explore with others your values and aspirations in relation to supporting the sxual health & wellbeing of young people with learning disabilities.

· Identify how far local areas are meeting the sxual health needs of young people with learning disabilities.

· Learn about some of the examples of promising practice identified in the research.

· Agree actions that can be implemented locally to support progress in meeting this group’s sxual health needs.

The format of the day will be a mix of short presentations, roundtable discussions and parallel workshops to maximise participation and learning.  It is hoped that the results of our discussions will be fed into the forthcoming stocktake of Respect & Responsibility, so your contribution is invaluable.

Attached is the booking form – the closing date for receipt of completed registration forms is Tuesday 22 May 2007.  Following the closing date, places will be allocated and successful applicants will receive confirmation of their place by Friday 1 June 2007.
We would welcome applications from staff who work in teams, both within and across different disciplines, settings and agencies, and therefore would encourage you to forward this information to other colleagues and networks as appropriate.












