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Stretching our intelligence: clinical innovations in the palliative care of people with learning disabilities

The last decade has seen a number of innovative developments in the palliative care of people with learning disabilities. This is timely as the population of British people with learning disabilities is growing annually and the first generations of elderly learning disabled people are now developing conditions which require palliation (including malignancies and dementia). Previously many people with learning disabilities would have been cared for at the end of their lives in long stay hospitals but government legislation has seen the wholesale closure of these facilities, a consequence of which is that all palliative care needs require to be met within the community in mainstream resources. Current legislation requires that all services which accept public funding should be accessible to all groups which may reasonably need to access them (Disability Discrimination Act 2005).

This action packed day aims to meet the information and support needs of practitioners encountering people with learning disabilities in their settings or aiming to make their services accessible for future referrals. It brings together the leading thinkers and developers of practice in this field and invites delegates to share their own experiences and good practice initiatives.

Topics which the day will cover include:
 ‘Do people with intellectual disabilities have special   

                      palliative care needs?’ Dr Karen Ryan

 Exploring people with learning disabilities thoughts

                       on loss, death & dying:  Dr Stuart Todd & Dr Sue Read

 Making preferred place of care work for people 

                        with learning disabilities: Amelia Jones

Finding out what people with learning disabilities find

                       important in end-of-life care using the Nominal Group

                       Technique: Dr Irene’ Tuffrey-Wijne & Garry Butler

Finding the words hard to swallow: distress and dysphagia    

                       in people with learning disabilities at the end of life:        

                       Dr Claud Regnard & Dorothy Matthews

Bereavement care of people with learning disabilities: 
                      Noelle Blackman & Linda McEnhill
This day will be of interest to:

· Palliative care professionals

· Learning disability professionals

· Service managers

· Bereavement workers

· Volunteers in palliative care or learning disability  settings

Directions

By Bus

Routes 176, 197 stop outside the hospice.  

Routes 122, 202 227 pass the ends of Lawrie Park Road

Route N73, 75, 194 and 306 stop within 10-15 minute walk of the Hospice.

More information about buses can be obtained on 020 7222 1234

Trains – the nearest train stations are Sydenham and Penge East.

London Bridge to Sydenham trains leave London every 10 minutes.

*Victoria to Penge East trains leave London every 22 and 52 minutes past the hour.  Return trains to London leave Penge East at 28 and 58 past the hour.

(* NOTE When arriving at Penge East from Victoria, cross over the footbridge, turn right out of the station and follow Station Road to the High Street.  Turn right, under the railway bridge and take the first turning on the right into Lawrie Park Road.)
By Road

There is unrestricted parking in adjoining residential roads.  

St Christopher’s Hospice is only 15 minutes away by train from London Bridge station and is well serviced by transport links, main highway routes and buses.

All timings and instructions are 
correct at the time of print however it is strongly recommended that delegates check all travel 
arrangements before they begin their journey.  Details of all 
London travel can be found at:
http://journeyplanner.tfl.gov.uk 
St Christopher’s Hospice

51-59 Lawrie Park Road

Sydenham

London

SE26 6DZ

Education Administration:

Tel: 0208 768 4656

Fax: 0208 776 5838

education@stchristophers.org.uk


Bookshop
Contact the bookshop for key material on all aspects of palliative care.  

Phone the Librarian: 0208 768 4660, email: d.brady@stchristophers.org.uk.  

Or visit our website www.stchristophers.org.uk/bookshop.
  You will find annotations of all material in the shop as well as details on how to order by post













The Education Centre, St Christopher’s Hospice, London





“More study and understanding of death is a necessary step for the learning-disability world, not only as a response to the needs of individuals who are dying and those who will grieve for them, but also as an important recognition that people with learning disabilities are a part of us, rather than being apart from us.”


S Todd (2007)





The Education Centre


St Christopher’s Hospice


51-59 Lawrie Park Road


Sydenham


London SE26 6DZ





Education Admin


Phone 020 8768 4656


Fax: 020 8776 5838


education@stchristophers.org.uk


www.stchristophers.org.uk 








7 December 2007





09.30-16.30





£100





Code: PI0907





Stretching our intelligence:


Clinical innovations in the palliative care of people with learning disabilities





Chair: 


Linda McEnhill, Palliative Care Lecturer, St Christopher’s Hospice; Chair National Network for Palliative Care of People with Learning Disabilities (NNPCPLD)


Speakers:


Dr Claud Regnard, Consultant in Palliative Medicine, St Oswald’s 


Hospice, Newcastle –Upon- Tyne


Dorothy Matthews, Macmillan CNS, Palliative Care of People with Learning Disabilities, Northumberland


Irene Tuffrey- Wijne, Research Fellow, St George’s University, Tooting, London


Dr Sue Read, Nurse Lecturer, Department of Nursing and Midwifery, Keele University


Dr Stuart Todd, Senior Research Fellow, The Welsh Centre for Learning Disabilities, Cardiff University


Noelle Blackman, Assistant Director, Respond, London, Vice-Chair NNPCPLD


Dr Karen Ryan, Consultant in Palliative Medicine, St Francis’ Hospice, Dublin


Amelia Jones, Community Nurse Specialist Practitioner, LD Services, Wiltshire


See over...
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