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 North East Regional Access to Acute Network

Care of a Patient with a Learning Disability in the Acute Hospital
Emergency Admission (Care Pathway 3) 


Emergency admissions.

Reasonable Adjustments.

If it is clinically safe to do so would the patient be less anxious in a quieter area?

If the patient is becoming anxious and carers report that they generally cannot cope with waiting, consider if the person can be seen sooner.

If the carer is unable to contribute to an assessment, contact should be made with other agencies involved eg. The Community Nursing Learning Disability Team.
In discussing carer involvement, please note this is not obligatory on their part and any level of support they may be able to offer should be negotiated and included in any care plan.

Where assessment identifies need for additional resources the nurse should make immediate contact with the appropriate lead nurse to discuss what is required and document in the care plan.



















































Discharge





Refer to flow chart for Out-Patient attendance





For advice and guidance Contact :


 Acute Liaison Lead – Learning Disabilities.  


Enter details


Contact Community Learning Disability Team


Enter details





Allow extra time to explain any aftercare ie. accessible information
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Yes





Is patient to be referred for an Out patient appointment?





No





Yes





No





Yes





Treat





Gather all relevant information. Refer to ‘My Health Record’ or ‘Hospital Passport’ or VIP card if patient has one with them.





Advise Bed Manager \ or Liaison Nurse or Receiving Ward of any potential additional care needs that the patient may require as a result of their learning disability.  Additional nursing resources may be required.  





Admit patient:  Refer to Patients ‘My Health Record’ or ‘hospital passport’ – Follow Admission Care Pathway 








Explain treatment options/ procedures.  Gain informed consent.  If patient is unable to give informed consent decision making will be led by the on-call Consultant.





Identify the main carer/guardian and contact as soon as possible.





Is the patient going to be admitted?





Triage the Patient


The nurse will check on amount of previous admissions in relation to possible safeguarding of the patient that should be then communicated with liaison nurse or relevant other.


Check that there is a management plan in place for patients who admit for inappropriate reasons.


Are there a family carers /paid carers with the patient?











A person with a learning disability presents at Emergency Department, Surgery or Medical Admissions or Clinical Decision unit in an emergency situation.











