Interconnections Electronic Bulletin About Children With 
Disabilities / SEN 

May 2006
Interconnections

Electronic Bulletin 

About Children With Disabilities / SEN  

 
June 2006

 
listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money 

and before giving information to any organisation

 
CONTENTS –

 
1.                  About this Electronic Bulletin
2.                  Interconnections Electronic Bulletin Website
3.                  Put your information into the July edition of this Bulletin
4.                  Events Listing
5.                  Workshops for ‘Including me’ by NCB
6.                  London conference about genuine partnerships with parents
7.                  Conference on Implementing the Disability Discrimination Act in schools and early years settings
8.                  Dad’s Day at Sunfield
9.                  Open session at Bromley Early Support
10.              Courses on Advocacy
11.             Conference on co-ordination for children with special needs
12.             Conference: ‘Discipline with Dignity’ with Bill Rogers
13.             Team Around the Child (TAC) Seminar – London
14.             Race equality teaching in the early years
15.             Join the disability debate!
16.             H E L P – a new service for families
17.             Do you want to advertise your service?
18.             Book review – Altered Images: Becoming parents of our disabled children
19.             Book review: Early Childhood Intervention
20.             Readers questions looking for answers
21.             Posture management – website
22.             Got a strong opinion? Get it off your chest!
23.             Cerebra’s grant scheme
24.             Are you developing integrated services?
25.             New film – Faith in Practice
26.             SID gets smart with kids
27.             Some baby monitors are potentially dangerous
28.             Parents influencing service provision
29.             SNIP ‘Training for Trainers – Key Working’
30.             NPA asks ‘Please can you help?’
31.             New leaflet for parents around developmental delay
32.             SCOPE’s ‘Strengthening Families’ project
33.             Job vacancy and Workshop – Us in a Bus
34.             Free Ezine on inclusion
35.             Capability Scotland E-zine

36.             KIDS – 2 new publications

37.             The National Autistic Society conference programme

 
Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues

 

1. About the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin

 
It comes from Peter Limbrick who set up Interconnections in 1995 to offer independent consultancy to statutory services in the field of babies and children who have disabilities / SEN. Peter is also Chair of the Handsel Trust (visit www.handseltrust.org)

 
The Interconnections Electronic Bulletin goes free to over 6500 people (and growing) in all parts of the UK and Ireland and then finds it way into many other networks and countries. The Interconnections electronic address list includes people from health, education and social services, the voluntary and private sectors, parent organisations, research organisations, campaign offices, etc. People who receive the bulletin are welcome to forward it to their own colleagues and networks and to use the information in newsletters and bulletins as long as the ‘Interconnections Electronic Bulletin’ is acknowledged. 

 
Information in the bulletin can include –

 
•          News from other electronic networks

•          News of government initiatives

•          Information about forthcoming conferences, meetings and events

•          Features about examples of good practice and innovative work

•          Summaries of research findings 

•          Questions to which people are seeking answers

•          Information about small organisations and campaigns

•          Newsletters from other organisations

•          Articles and features

•          Job vacancies

 
How to put information into the bulletin: Please send your text electronically using MS Word giving clear information about who is submitting the information and where readers should go for further information. Your text will then be pasted into the bulletin as it is. We do not use pictures, logos, or colour and we do not send any attachments out with the bulletin. We don’t unfortunately have time to compose text for you from your leaflets, etc. Your information is inserted into the Bulletin without charge unless it is commercial advertising. 

 
Commercial space: Commercial advertising is charged at £40 plus VAT per A4 page or part page and job vacancies are charged at £40 plus VAT for each post advertised. 
 
The electronic address list. Please let me know when you want to add, remove or alter a name on the list. 

This can be done by e-mail, telephone, fax or post.
 
Peter Limbrick 

Interconnections

9 Pitt Avenue

Worcester

WR4 0PL

Tel/fax: 01905 23255

E-mail: interconnections.services@virgin.net
 
Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues

 
Back to Top 
 
2. Interconnections Electronic Bulletin Website

 
Past issues of this Electronic Bulletin can be found on Interconnections  

‘I see what’s new’ website – www.icwhatsnew.com
The website also holds other information about the work of Interconnections

 
This website is created and managed by e-Splash Design. 

Visit website: www.e-splashdesign.com
 
Please forward the Interconnections ‘I see what’s new’  website to your networks and to interested colleagues

 
listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money 

and before giving information to any organisation
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3. Put your information into the July edition of this Bulletin

 
Use the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin - 

 
-         to tell readers about your conference, training, or seminar

-         to publish an article or a feature

-         to disseminate your research findings

-         to get answers from readers to your questions

-         to voice an opinion

-         to advertise a vacancy
-         to tell readers about your website or newsletter
-         for your press release
 
Deadline: June 27th.

 
Contact Peter Limbrick

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
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4. Events listing

	6/6/2006
	The First UK Lecturers’ (Learning Disability) Network Conference. London. sales@inclusiononline.co.uk
www.inclusiononline.co.uk

	8/6/2006
	Us in a Bus intensive interaction workshop. Epsom. us@usinabus.freeserve.co.uk Find Out More

	9/6/2006
	Problems with Bone Health and Epilepsy Symposium. Bradford.

www.choiceforum.org/osteoporosis.doc

	14/6/2006
	‘Including Me’ Workshops. Exeter (and then Brighton and Leicester on later dates). conferences@ncb.org.uk  www.ncb.org.uk/events Find Out More

	19/6/2006
	Conference: Creating a communicative and interactive environment for learners with PMLD. Northampton

cpde@northampton.ac.uk

	20/6/2006
	Conference: The Helping Relationship: between practitioners & parents of babies and children who have disabilities / SEN. London. p.limbrick@virgin.net  www.icwhatsnew.com Find Out More

	21/6/2006
	Moving on up – Information & Training Day. London

pam.smith@arcuk.org.uk

	22/6/06
	ASD & S xuality conference. Cambridge (and then Manchester, Edinburgh & Bristol on later dates). conference@nas.org.uk 

	23/6/06
	Conference: Implementing the Disability Act in schools and early years settings. Birmingham. rpadmore@opening-doors.org.uk Find Out More

	29/6/2006
	Conference: ADHD – Facts not Fiction! Enough’s Enough! Ipswich. www.adhdinsuffolk.org

	1/7/2006
	Dad’s Day at Sunfield. Clent, Worcs. rosew@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk  Find Out More

	7/7/2006
	Open session at Bromley Early Support. Bromley. Espp.general@phoenixsch.org.uk Find Out More

	12/7/2006
	Conference: Making Every Child Matters a Reality. London.

www.neilstewartassociates.com

	13/7/2006
	Conference: Promoting the Health and Wellbeing of People with Learning Disabilities: Overcoming the Obstacles. Glamorgan. 

gball@glam.ac.uk  http://udid.weblog.glam.ac.uk/

	15/7/2006
	Brief introduction to Advocacy Empowerment. Half-day workshop. Accrington. elas@elas.org.uk  www.elas.org.uk Find Out More

	14/9/2006
	Conference: Children with special needs: Co-ordinating education, health and social care. Bournemouth. 

http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/A10_children.htm 

	18/9/2006
	Conference: Discipline with Dignity. Cardfiff. Jenny.jones@snapcymru.org Find Out More

	20/9/2006

 
	BACCH Scientific Meeting: New Problems, New Solutions. 2 days. Reading. bacch@rcpch.ac.uk  www.bacch.org.uk 

	12/10/2006
	Hydrocephalus Study Day. Denbighshire. wro@asbah.org

	14/11/2006
	Seminar: Team Around the Child (TAC) – at the heart of family-centred early support. London. p.limbrick@virgin.net  www.icwhatsnew.com Find Out More


 
         This is a free listing for your event. Please send information to p.limbrick@virgin.net 
 
         If you want to include more information to advertise your event (as you can see below) you can have up to one page A4 free space if your event charges less than £80 per person.  

 
         If your event charges £80 or more, you will be charged £40 + vat for one A4 page or part page. 

 
         Please send your information electronically in MS Word without logos, colour, boxes, etc. 
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5.  Workshops for ‘Including Me’ by NCB

 
Including Me: Managing complex needs in schools and early years settings
The combination of a move towards inclusive service provision for disabled children and a rising number of children with complex health needs, means that services across the spectrum are now being required to positively engage these children in services and settings. This practical workshop, developed from the Including Me publication, explores issues and solutions for including children with complex health needs and links this with related government guidance. The sessions will be led by the Including Me author Jeanne Carlin and an expert from one of the partner organisations that helped develop the publication. The conference will be held in various regions on the following dates: 

· 27th April, Ramada Hotel, Sutton Coldfield 
· 16th May, Holiday Inn, Newcastle City 

· 26th May, New Hall College, Cambridge 

· 14th June, Thistle Hotel, Exeter 

· 21st June, Holiday Inn, Brighton 

· 29th June, Ramada Hotel, Leicester 
· 12th July, Thistle Hotel, Manchester (FULL)
 
All places £65 + VAT (£76.38). For more information visit www.ncb.org.uk/events or to book a place, please email conferences@ncb.org.uk 
 

Including Me is now available on the web. You can download a copy at http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=9626 
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6. London conference about genuine partnerships with parents

 
The Helping Relationship

between practitioners and parents of babies & children who have disabilities / SEN

 
Tuesday 20th June, 2006  -  9.45 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

Places available
Friends House, Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ
 
This conference is for everyone who works in some way with babies and children and their families in health, education and social services, and in the voluntary and private sectors in England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland.

 
The helping relationship is fundamental to effective support for children and their families. Early intervention, assessment of need, family service plans, keyworking, neonatal services, pre-school support and early years education are all dependent on the relationship between practitioners and parents. The conference will discuss the nature of the helping relationship and how it can be fostered by all practitioners. 

 
PROGRAMME

 
	9.00
	Reception and refreshments

	9.45
	Conference Chair, Peter Limbrick

Author of Early Support for Children with Complex Needs: Team Around the Child and the Multi-agency Keyworker.
	Welcome and Introduction to the Conference.

	9.50
	Professor Hilton Davis, Director, Centre for Parent & Child Support, South London & Maudsley NHS Trust. 

Author of Working in Partnership with Parents: The Parent Adviser Model. 
	The Helping Relationship: understanding partnerships.

	10.50
	Break

	11.30
	Shirley Young, parent of two disabled sons, Director of SNIP (Special Needs Information Point) in Edinburgh and Chair of the Family Fund.
	Looking beyond parental presentation.

	12.20
	Jenni Thomas OBE, Founder & President of the Child Bereavement Trust.
	The Helping Relationship with parents of babies who have limited or uncertain life expectancy.

	1.15
	Lunch

	2.15
	Dr. Penny Lacey, School of Education, University of Birmingham. Author of Support Partnerships: Collaboration in Action. 
	The Helping Relationship in Schools: Professionals working with children with complex needs and their families.

	3.05
	Helen Geldard, RGN RM MA (Education Studies & Autism), Co-ordinator of County Durham Autistic Support Group, and parent of a child with ASD.
	Developing a Helping Relationship with parents of children diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders.

	3.55
	Closing comments by Chair

	4.00
	Finish


 
 
COSTS: Service and project are invited to send a group of delegates. In support of this we are offering a sliding scale of charges. Group bookings can, of course, include parents.

1 place: £180 + VAT (at 17.5%)

2 places at £165 + VAT each

3 places at £150 + VAT each

4 places at £135 + VAT each

 

For further information and booking form:

Interconnections, 9 Pitt Avenue, Worcester, WR4 0PL. 

Tel/fax: 01905 23255. 

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
 
Information and booking form is also available on our website: www.icwhatsnew.com
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7. Conference on Implementing the Disability Discrimination Act in schools
 
Implementing the Disability Discrimination Act in schools and early years settings
(Developed from the Accessibility Planning Project, Reasonable Adjustments Project and Accessibility Planning Project Early Years)

Aston Business School, Birmingham

Friday 23rd June 2006 

 
The West Midlands Regional Partnership would like to invite you to the important event they are holding to support the launch of the resource; Implementing the Disability Discrimination Act in schools and early years settings. The resource has been developed by the Department for Education and Skills, the Disability Rights Commission and partners, to help schools and local authorities implement the reasonable adjustments duty and planning duty by providing:

         an explanation of the DDA duties and their relationship to the statutory SEN framework

         a DVD resource filmed in over 40 schools – illustrating how schools have made reasonable adjustments to prevent discrimination against disabled pupils and increase their access to education; plus supporting written materials 
         templates for schools and local authorities to use in reviewing and revising their statutory accessibility plans and strategies which are due for renewal this year 
         guidance for local authorities on increasing access to early years settings for very young disabled children

 
This important day has been designed to give an introduction to the resource and ideas for its use by local authorities and schools and is targeted at staff from local authorities and schools and the agencies they work with.  This might include local authority managers responsible for School Improvement, Asset Management Planning, Curriculum Development and SEN; Head teachers, SENCOs, teachers, support staff and Governors with responsibilities for ensuring schools meet their disability duties; local disability organisations and other agencies such as health and social care that provide support and advice. 

 
PRE-REGISTRATION IS ESSENTIAL

For further information, agenda and booking form please contact:

Rose Padmore of Opening Doors & Venues

Conference Organisers on behalf of West Midlands Regional Partnership

E-mail: rpadmore@opening-doors.org.uk
Tel: 01562 881013
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8. Dads’ Day at Sunfield!

 
SUNFIELD PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

 
Event: 

Dads Day – a day for fathers of children with Special Needs/Disabilities
Date:

Saturday, 1st July, 2006 
Facilitator:
Barry Carpenter & ‘Fathers Direct’
Venue:

Sunfield School, Clent, Worcestershire 
(5 minutes from junction 4 on the M5)

Cost:

£10
 
Being the father of a child with special needs/disabilities brings new challenges every day. How well are Dads equipped? Have they thought about their role, considered their fatherhood? This is a day for Dads only to do just that. Led by Barry Carpenter, himself the father of a child with special needs, and a facilitator from ‘Fathers Direct,’ the day offers men the chance to think about being a Dad.
 
For further details please contact Rose Welling in Sunfield PDC, tel: 01562 883183, e-mail: rosew@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk.
 

Barry Carpenter

 

Professor B Carpenter OBE

Chief Executive

Sunfield, Clent, Stourbridge, Worcestershire, DY9 9PB, UK

+ 44 (0) 1562 881313

barryc@sunfield.worcs.sch.uk
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9. Open session at Bromley Early Support

 
BROMLEY EARLY SUPPORT invites you to attend their Open Session

To be held on Friday, 7th July 2006, From 9.45 am until 3.00pm

At the Phoenix Children’s Resource Centre

As a National Pathfinder site and in line with the national agenda ‘Every Child Matters – Change for Children’, Bromley Early Support, in partnership with multi-agency services in the borough has played an important role in improving integrated services for young children with disabilities and their families, which now involves over 140 multi-agency professionals in Bromley. This Open Session will provide an exciting opportunity to hear presentations from the Bromley Team around Keyworking, National Early Support materials, joint assessments, new processes and strategies.  There will also be tours of the Phoenix Children’s Resource Centre where Early Support is based and where 26 multi-agency services are co-located.

 
Bromley Early Support has been featured in the national press as an example of “Best Practice” and won the Surestart 2005 “Partners in Excellence” National Award for ‘Transforming the Children’s Workforce’ and were also finalists in March 2006 in the Local Government Council Awards receiving a  commendation for our Children’s Services. 

 
If you, or members of your team, wish to attend our Open Session, notification of your interest is advised at the earliest time as we anticipate that this day will be oversubscribed. Please contact –

E-mail: espp.general@phoenixsch.org.uk
The Phoenix Children’s Resource Centre

40 Masons Hill

Bromley

BR2 9JG

Tel: 020 8466 0414

Fax: 020 8466 8855 
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10. Courses on Advocacy

 
East Lancs Advocacy in partnership with Lancashire Adult Learning is holding 2 advocacy courses this summer: 

 
(i) A Brief Introduction to Advocacy Empowerment.  

 
This half-day course will be held on 15th July from 10 am till 1 pm.  

This course is for anyone with little or no prior knowledge of advocacy and is particularly suitable for volunteers and staff working within a health or social care setting. It will cover advocacy terminology, different types of advocacy, disempowerment, typical advocacy case scenarios, key advocacy principles, and independence / 'conflicts of interest’ in relation to advocacy

Costs:

         Free to people interested in volunteering (East Lancs only) or anyone from a Community, Voluntary or Faith organisation within Burnley, Pendle, Rossendale, Hyndburn & Ribble Valley 

         £25 to people from outside the area or from the Statutory or Private Sector

 
(ii) Advocacy Training Course.  
 
This 8 session course  will be held over  Weds & Thurs Evenings : 14th–15th, 21st–22nd, 28th-29th, June & 5th–6th July  6.00 pm – 9.00 pm

This course is for anyone with little or no prior knowledge of advocacy and for people who want to build on existing knowledge, and is particularly suitable for volunteers and staff working within a health or social care setting who have an advocacy role.

It will cover advocacy in more detail (including Citizen Advocacy), disempowerment, how advocacy can support people, communication, judgmentalism, assertiveness, values, negotiation, issues around boundaries and terminology, advocacy situations, the role of the advocate, confidentiality, equal opportunities, advocacy protocols and advocacy standards.

Costs:

         Free to people interested in volunteering (East Lancs only) or anyone from a Community, Voluntary or Faith organisation within Burnley, Pendle, Rossendale, Hyndburn & Ribble Valley 

         £100 to people from outside the area or from the Statutory or Private Sector

 
 Both courses will be held at East Lancs Advocacy 54, Blackburn Rd, Accrington, Lancs BB5 1LE. Tel 01254 301030 email elas@elas.org.uk website www.elas.org.uk


 
Please telephone or email for further details or to book a place
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11. Conference on co-ordination for children with special needs

 
Children with special needs: Coordinating education, health and social care

Thursday 14 September 2006

Lees Lecture Theatre, Talbot Campus, Bournemouth University  

Aims:
This one-day conference will explore ways in which children’s agencies could collaborate to ensure that physical and mental difficulties are identified at an early stage. Proposals for adopting optimum care and educational strategies for children and parents will also be discussed.

 
Who should attend?

This conference will be of interest to General Practitioners, Paediatricians, Health Visitors, Practice Nurses, Social Workers, School Teachers, PCT Officers, Local Authority Officers and Councillors.

 
Topics Include:

         The first signs - who notices? The infant & young child and their problems

         The impact of the Hall Report

         Exclusions - a step too late

         Young offenders - a further cause for concern

         A parent's view

         The real world of the classroom

         The importance of therapists

         The parent as expert

         The multi-agency approach

         The role of the doctor

         The way forward - a summing up

 
Save time and book online at http://www.rsm.ac.uk/academ/A10_children.htm
or contact Simon Timmis on 0207 290 2980 or simon.timmis@rsm.ac.uk for further information. 
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12. Conference: ‘DISCIPLINE with DIGNITY’ with Bill Rogers

 
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 18TH 2006 

9.20 a.m.  -   4.00 p.m  

The Village Hotel Coryton, Cardiff

 
DISCIPLINE with DIGNITY

A Practical Approach with Dr. Bill Rogers

 
Bill Rogers will be in Wales for one conference only! If you need an inspirational day Bill is not to be missed.  He is renowned for his practical effective and common sense approaches in dealing with behaviour problems in classrooms.  Bill will present strategies which are easy to adopt and accessible for everyone to use.  Everyone working with children and young people, including parents should attend.

 
Professionals attending Bill’s presentations say: 

“Bill’s events are always sold out and anyone attending tries to go again”

“The most useful and practical Inset I have attended since the1970’s”

“A sharp focus on everyday instances which all of us intuitively knew all along, but which we had never realised with such clarity and precision”

 
This event is brought to you courtesy of SNAP Cymru Training Unit and is supported by the European Social Fund

 
Bookings can be made by e-mail to: jenny.jones@snapcymru.org
 
Contact: Jenny Jones Administrator, SNAP Cymru, 10 Coopers Yard Curran Road, Cardiff CF10 5NB

Tel 02920 388776  Fax: 02920 371876

 
SNAP Cymru is hosting a pre-conference Birthday Dinner to celebrate 20 years of Parent Partnership Services in Wales.
Why not book a residential package and join us? Book in and meet us 7.30pm for dinner @ 8.00pm.

 
Costs:

Residential conference: Dinner on 17th - Overnight Accommodation plus Conference on 18th - £190

Non residential: Dinner on 17th plus Conference on 18th - £150

Day Conference on 18th Only - £120

Bursaries available for parents, carers and young people

 
For further information please contact 02920388776
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13. Seminar: Team Around the Child (TAC) 

Team Around the Child (TAC): at the heart of family-centred early support
Tuesday 14th November, 2006 – 9.45 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Regent’s College Conference Centre, Regent’s Park, London, NW1 4NS
 
Get it straight from the horse’s mouth! This seminar will have presentations by Councils, Primary Care Trusts, Child Development Centres, etc. who are successfully using TAC at the heart of their support for children and their families. These early support services find that TAC –
 
         put parents at the very centre of decision-making
         fits multi-disciplinary interventions into a coherent, co-ordinated and seamless system
         treats the child as a whole child and integrates separate interventions
         provides a support system for the Keyworker or Lead Professional
         makes work more satisfying and productive for practitioners
         provides practitioners who are unfamiliar with complex needs with a supportive team
 
The seminar will be introduced by Peter Limbrick - Author of Team Around the Child – for children with complex needs and their families 
and 

Early Support for Children with Complex Needs – Team Around the Child and the Multi-agency Keyworker)

 
Costs to include lunch: Service and project are invited to send a group of delegates. In support of this we are offering a sliding scale of charges. Group bookings can, of course, include parents.

 
1 place: £180 + VAT (at 17.5%)

2 places at £165 + VAT each

3 places at £150 + VAT each

4 places at £135 + VAT each

 

 
For programme and booking form: 

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
Tel/fax: 01905 23255. 

Booking form is also available on our website: www.icwhatsnew.com
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14. Race equality teaching in the early years

 
Journal: race equality teaching - Special edition on early years with guest editor, Jane Lane.

Copies cost £5.00 each or FREE with a year’s subscription to RET. 

From:

Trentham Books, Westview House, 734 London Road, Oakhill, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire ST4 5NP.

Tel: Trentham on (0)1782 745567

E-mail: tb@trentham-books.co.uk.

Visit: www.trenthambooks.co.uk
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15. Join the disability debate

 
Did you know?
 
 “Disabled 16 year olds are twice as likely as their contemporaries to not be in any form of education, employment or training, with significant long-term consequences for their life chances”.

 
Join the disability debate by visiting website: www.drc.org.uk/disabilitydebate/
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16. H E L P – a new service

 
HOLISTIC EDUCATIONAL LEARNING PROGRAMME

 
Would you like to be empowered and take an active role in helping your child fulfil his/her potential? Then we can help!

 
Susi Redding & Dominique Radley are multi-disciplinary therapists with a combined experience of over thirty years and together they have set up HELP, a private service to empower parents and carers of children with special needs. We can help a wide range of difficulties from Cerebral Palsy to Downs Syndrome, Autism and Asperger, ADD/ADHD, communication problems, brain injury, global developmental delay, learning difficulties at school, and many other diagnosed and undiagnosed conditions.

 
We offer either a 1-day or 2-day package (depending on your child’s needs) during which we will take a comprehensive history of your child’s development. We will then carry out a developmental assessment to ascertain the level and extend of your child difficulties, after which we will put together an individually tailored programme to suit your child’s needs whilst taking into account your family circumstances. We will then spend time with you explaining how you should carry out the home programme.  During this time, you will have the opportunity to discuss the aspects of the programme and put forward any queries or worries you may have.

 
Your programme may include -

         Physical activities, balance stimulation and Brain gym to improve: coordination, suppleness of the joints, balance, clumsiness, concentration, eye/hand coordination, etc.

         Intellectual and cognitive programmes to improve: visual awareness, reading, writing, maths, social skills, independence skills, self-confidence and communication.

 
We offer continual support through telephone calls, letters and emails. Ideally a follow up visit should be arranged within 4-6 months.

If you want to know more, please email: info@help4children.co.uk
Or telephone Susi Redding on:  01594 823933,  or 07891 744452

Dominique Radley on:  01600 712276, or 07899 664916
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17. Do you want to advertise your service?

 
Do you want to advertise your service in the Electronic Bulletin? This might be training or consultancy for service providers, or support for disabled people, children and families. You might be part of an organisation or a free-lance worker. 

         If your service is free then the advertising space is free.

         If you charge for your service, then space in the Bulletin is charged at £40 + vat per A4 page or part page. 

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
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18. Review – ‘Altered Images: Becoming parents of our disabled children’ 

 
Altered Images: Becoming parents of our disabled children. 

Edited by Libby Fletcher, Rebecca O’Rourke, Gillian Payne, Heidi Ridgewell, Sue Smith and Gillian Upton Holmes. 

ISBN: 0 9552146 0 2. £12.99.

Ryedale Special Families

121 Town Street

Old Malton

North Yorkshire

YO17 7HD

E-mail: post@ryedalespecialfamilies.fsnet.co.uk
 
Review by Peter Limbrick

 
“Altered Images is essential reading which sets a new standard for intimacy and candour in books by parents. Every page has the unmistakeable ring of truth….”

 
The full review can be found on our website: www.icwhatsnew.com Go to Bulletin and then Special features.
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19. Review of book: ‘Early Childhood Intervention’ in BJSE

 
Early Childhood Intervention: international perspectives, national initiatives and regional practice. 

Barry Carpenter and Jo Egerton (eds) (2005). 

West midlands SEN Regional Partnership, 144p. 

Paperback £15. ISBN: 0 9551804 0 6.

 
This groundbreaking publication is reviewed extremely favourably in the British Journal of Special Education (Vol 33, Number 2, 2005) by Professor Sheila Wolfendale. Sadly, Sheila Wolfendale died shortly after writing this review. 
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20. Some readers’ questions looking for answers

 
(i) “Could you please tell me if there is an answer to why in this age babies are still being born with Down's.  Shouldn't it be detected at the right time and alternatives offered?” 
 
Responses sent to p.limbrick@virgin.net will be forwarded on. 

 
(ii) “The Children & Families Disability Team of Hull City Council is working to support the family of a child with acquired brain injury. This two-year-old has a very interrupted sleep pattern. Advice on how this sleep pattern could be improved is welcomed. Also, information about sleep clinics across the county would be appreciated.”
 
Responses sent to p.limbrick@virgin.net will be forwarded on. 

 
(iii) “My 7-yr old son has Down Syndrome and sleep apnoea. Is this a common combination? We have an apnoea alarm. None of us get much sleep. When my son wakes up, as he does frequently, I have to spend a long time settling him. Sometimes he wakes the other children. When he is asleep I lie awake waiting for him to wake up! When he has a bad night he is too tired for school. Most days I am too tired for work.  Does anyone have useful suggestions?”
 
Responses sent to p.limbrick@virgin.net will be forwarded on. 
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21. Website for posture management

 
Posture24.com
This website is designed as an online resource for anyone with interests in the subject of Posture Management, especially for those with complex postural needs.  Professionals, parents, carers and people with postural needs can all sign up to share knowledge and experience. There are two main areas to the site:  The base of the site is made up of basic information supplied by the web team-  Contributions can be passed to the web team for inclusion.  The interactive section of the site is your opportunity to share your own information (see "Community").

Home: Headed by a preface by Pauline Pope, the home pages give information about the background to Posture Management and this to site.  It also answers such questions as "Who is this site for?" and how to register with and contribute to the information-sharing parts of the site.

Posture Management: A basic outline of the background to Posture Management, in simple terms.  It includes  information about anatomy, disability and basic principles of managing posture.

Focus Group & Course: Students, current and previous, of the Oxford PGC course in "Posture Management for People with Complex Disabilities" have formed a group known as the "Posture Management Focus Group" and some of these act as  a "panel of experts" for the website.  This section of the site tells you about both the focus group and the course itself.

Community: The information sharing forums which anyone can register with- all that is required is a valid email address.  Forums are available for making enquiries, starting discussions and reviewing equipment, literature and other items.  The idea is that site members can share information about their experience and knowledge of managing posture.  Everyone can have their say and see what others think on a given subject.

 
The site is moderated and only registered members can post, to ensure that there is no inappropriate usage of the forums.  We do, however, encourage people to be honest, open and constructive, as shared information is of benefit to all parties.  For example, reviews of equipment are passed back to the companies of origin to give them feedback from the people who actually use the equipment.

 
Calendar: A calendar is being developed to chart progress in the field of posture management.  As more companies, etc, make use of the site, it is hoped that they will use this to inform site members of equipment launches, conferences and exhibitions that they are involved with.
Directory: An extensive directory of companies, organizations and charities involved in Posture Management (either directly or indirectly) has been developed.  This is based on links to these organizations own web sites to gain further information.  Several of these have chosen to supply further information for the site and it is hoped that they will create links back to Posture24.com.
Communication: Several different email address are supplied for contacting the web team.  There are dedicated email addresses for enquiries, submissions to the site, business users and contacting the administrator.  Site members should, however, be able to interact directly with the site via the forums.

Posture24.com is an information sharing site, so the more people who sign in and contribute, the better the site will become-  All parties with interests in posture management can benefit from sharing information.

 
Visit  http://www.posture24.com
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22. A Soap Box just for you! Have your say!

 

Disabilities and special needs in babies, children and young people bring many issues for themselves, for their families and for the people who work with them. There can be debate, uncertainty and controversy at every level; family, service-provider, local authority, health trust and government. While the Interconnections Electronic Bulletin works to disseminate information about effective support, new publications, relevant conferences, etc. it can also be a space for people to voice their opinions, express their feelings and put forward points of view – which might or might not be politically correct or in line with current thinking. 

 

         Do you have something to get off your chest?

         Do you feel strongly about how services should change and improve?

         Is there an idea buzzing around in your head that you want to share?

         Are you wrestling with something on your own – and looking for help?

         Have you developed successful practice which others could learn from?

         Have you a small piece of research which should see the light of day?

 

If you want to remain anonymous we will respect your wish

 

Contact:

Peter Limbrick

Interconnections

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
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23. Cerebra’s Grant Scheme

 
Cerebra has increased their budget this year to give more grants to help children who have disabilities because of a brain related condition or injury. The condition may be of a physical nature or a learning difficulty or both. The equipment or resource requested must improve the child’s quality of life and not be available from statutory agencies like social services or the NHS. The child also must be aged 16 or under. Some examples of grants made are touch screen computers, holidays, approved therapies, power wheelchairs, and sensory toys.
 
Parents and carers can request an application form by calling 0800 328 1159 or by e-mail at debbieg@cerebra.org.uk
It can also be downloaded at www.cerebra.org.uk.  Decisions on completed applications are made weekly.
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24. Are you developing integrated services?

 
Are you working to design enhanced multi-agency, family-centred support for children with disabilities and special needs? 

 
Perhaps Interconnections can help. Peter Limbrick has supported councils and health trusts in all parts of the UK since 1995, facilitating multi-agency discussions, drawing parents into the planning process, helping design integrated service pathways and preparing professionals for new roles. Please get in touch for preliminary discussions. 

 
ALSO: See Item 13 in this Bulletin – a Seminar about multi-agency co-ordination in the Team Around the Child (TAC) model.

 
E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
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25. New film: Faith in Practice
 
On Thursday 8 June, the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities will premiere their new short film at the Globe Theatre in London. Religious leaders from major faiths, people with learning disabilities and their supporters have been invited to the screening of Faith in Practice, which highlights how faith communities can include people with learning disabilities. A team of people with learning disabilities were involved in the production of the film, which examines how the Sikh, Muslim, Christian, Jewish and Hindu faiths can support people with learning disabilities. Faith leaders and people with learning disabilities feature in the film.  
Hazel Morgan, Co-Director of the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities says;
 
"Many people with learning disabilities value being part of a faith community but rarely get the support they need to fulfil their spiritual or religious needs, a basic human right. We hope this film will encourage faith communities to involve people with learning disabilities more."

Faith in Practice is available in DVD and video format, from 8 June 2006. Copies are priced £12.50, but are free to people with learning disabilities and family carers. The film is part of the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities' ongoing work into religion and spirituality. For more information please visit www.learningdisabilities.org.uk <http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk> or telephone 020 7803 1100.
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26. SID gets smart with kids

 
Social Information on Disability - SID, has launched a children’s second hand disability equipment service, run via the SID website. It has been set up to complement the adult equipment service which is very popular with disabled people and carers in Surrey.  

 
Equipment for sale or donation is advertised on the website www.asksid.org.uk and purchasers contact the seller direct.  SID is keen to put on items that are of special interest to parents of disabled children and young people, such as buggies, beds and wheelchairs, as well as toys.  As buying new equipment can be very expensive SID hopes this will be a cost effective way of finding homes for the specialist items children have out grown.  Parents who are looking for a specific piece of equipment can post a ‘wanted’ ad on the website.    

 
A grant from the Local Area Network Fund was used for the children’s section of the website. The service is free and does not require access to the internet.  Contact SID on 0800 0439395 or email info@asksid.org.uk or submit items via the SID website. 
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27. Some baby monitors are potentially dangerous

 
Nicola Smith of Mast Sanity alerts us to the dangers of some baby monitors 

 
Baby Monitors, DECT (digital cordless phones) and WLAN (wireless local area networks) use pulsed high frequency electromagnetic radiation (in the
microwave band of the electromagnetic spectrum) to communicate between the stationary unit and the remote unit. Even if the device is not being used,
it emits a permanent signal at full strength which penetrates walls and ceilings and fills the entire house with radiation all of the time.

In January 2006, the German equivalent of the NRPB (our National Radiological Protection Board), the Bundesamt für Strahlenschutz, issued an official warning against the use of DECT phones for this reason. A cross party parliamentary group of Members of the Scottish Parliament is including DECT in its investigations of the health effects of electromagnetic fields.

Working with parents over the past five years, the UK pressure group, Powerwatch,  have examined a variety of baby monitors, and the DECT pulsing
ones seem to be far more disruptive of the infant's sleep and state of contentment (causing restlessness, irritability and crying). The old wired ones and the older "analogue" cordless ones do not seem to cause the same problems if kept at least one metre from the cot / bed. A DECT monitor in your baby's bedroom will expose them to more pulsing microwave radiation than living near to a mobile phone base station mast would do. As a result, whilst there have been no studies done into baby monitors specifically, studies that cover mobile phone masts provide a good background to the effects that would be expected in your baby.

If you are using such a baby monitor in your home or nursery, please take a close look at these websites -
www.tetrawatch.net
www.mastsanity.org
www.microwavenews.com
www.emfacts.com
www.electrosmog.org.uk
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28. Parents influencing service provision

 
         Are you a parent interested in knowing more about influencing service provision? Would your group want to get involved in influencing service provision? Want some help to get started? 

         Are you a professional working with parents who might be interested in knowing more? Would they like a workshop to explore the issues and their ideas? 

         Are you part of a group of professionals looking at developing the involvement of parents in shaping services? Would you like to know more? 

 
Contact a Family can help you find out more or get started. We would be very happy to come and meet your group or staff team, run a taster session or a full day workshop on issues around participation. We can also facilitate discussion and planning as you get started. All sessions can be tailored to meet your needs and the time you have available. Sessions include: 
 
         An introduction to participation. What is participation? Why participate? What could you achieve? What would it involve?

         Getting started. Practical steps to getting involved in influencing services. 

         Being a representative. What is the role of a parent representative? Why is this important?

 
To find out more or talk through what might be useful to you call Liz Ranger, Parent Participation Manager –
Tel: 020 7608 8784 
E-mail liz.ranger@cafamily.org.uk
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29. SNIP ‘Training for Trainers – Key Working’

 
3rd – 7th July

9.30 – 4.30pm

Update, Beaverhall Rd, Edinburgh

 
Bookings are now being taken for the July 2006 course.

 
SNIP’s ‘Training for Trainers’ course has been successfully delivered four times over the last three years. Courses have been delivered in the West Midlands and Merseyside and this will be the third course in Edinburgh. The course runs for five days and on completion participants will receive the materials, trainer’s manual and certificate to deliver the two-day Key Worker training course. The Key Worker training course has been delivered to over three hundred and fifty practitioners in the UK and consistently well evaluated.
 
Aims of the Training for Trainer’s course -

 
         To increase capacity for the wider delivery of Key Worker training

         To ensure that the training is delivered with full reference to and appreciation of the principles of Care Co-ordination and core skills, values and attitudes

         To give participants ownership of the materials

         To enhance and develop trainer skills

         To ensure that this training is delivered to a consistent standard

 
The Training for Trainer’s course will be of interest to  -
 
         Trainers wanting to add Key Worker training to their portfolio

         Practitioners wanting to deliver training in Key Working locally

         Key Workers interested in developing Key Working beyond their own practice

         Managers wanting to develop Care Co-ordination and Key Working in their localities

 
Participation on the course costs £1500 per person and places are limited to a maximum of ten. All refreshments and lunch will be provided each day and are included in the cost, which also covers the costs of two trainers, all materials and personal copies of the trainer’s manual. Travel and accommodation (if relevant) will be in addition.

 
For more information and to book onto this course please contact –

Claire Edwards, SNIP Training Manager

Tel no: 0131 536 0360

Email: claire.edwards@luht.scot.nhs.uk
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30. NPA asks ‘Please can you help?’

 
         Do you know of a family who has been offered a Portage service for their child and decided not to receive it?

         Do you know of a family who received a Portage service for their child and then decided to stop or the service was withdrawn?

 
If you do know of any families, please can you help us with some research the National Portage Association has been commissioned to do by the DfES which is to find out families’ views of Portage?

 
What I want to find out: This research follows on from a previous study where families receiving Portage provided very positive feedback about the support they received. However we are aware that not all families have positive experiences of Portage and would like to find out their views so we can develop services that are accessible to more families. At this stage of the research I am investigating families’ experiences of Portage when they chose not to receive a Portage service that is offered to them or when Portage was stopped prematurely for any reason. 

 
What will it involve? If you think you can help or would like to find out more please contact me - Fran Russell 

 
I will ask you to make initial contact with parents / carers to ask if they would like to be involved and to get their agreement for you to pass their contact details on to me. Parents / carers can either choose to arrange to talk to me on the telephone or to complete a short questionnaire which I will send to them. Any information parents / carers choose to share will be treated in the strictest confidence and they or services will not be identified in any report/s that are written. I have a son with a learning disability and I know how important it is that families have an opportunity to share their views so services available to them and their disabled child can improve in the future.

 
I will look forward to hearing from you. Thank you.

 
Fran Russell 
E-mail fran.russell@talk21.com
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31. New leaflet for parents around developmental delay
 
Contact a Family has recently published a new leaflet for families called ‘Concerned about your Child?’ which has been developed as part of the ‘Parents and Paediatricians Together’ project. This colourful leaflet explains to parents what help is available and which professionals might get involved if their child has a development delay or problem around feeding, speech, coordination, teeth, toilet training, learning, behaviour or sleep. It has been developed to encourage parents to talk to their doctor or health visitor should they have any concerns about their child’s development. It can sometimes be very difficult to judge whether help is needed but for some children, getting help early on can make a real difference to their development. It has been designed so parents can quickly read the section that is relevant to them.  It is suitable for distribution in primary care settings but would also be helpful for families with children who have diagnosed medical conditions which could impact on their child’s development.  

 
The leaflet can be viewed on Contact a Family’s website: http://www.cafamily.org.uk/paptinfo.html and comes as a  4 x A5 pullout leaflet.

To order copies of this leaflet, which are available free of charge to  professionals working with children in England  , please contact  either 

Sheila Davies , Tel 0207 608 8773 email sheila.davies@cafamily.org.uk  

or Rosie Noble Tel 020 7608 8785 email rosie.noble@cafamily.org.uk
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32. SCOPE’s  ‘Strengthening Families’ project
 
Work is now well underway on Scope’s ‘Strengthening Families” project.  The project is being funded by the DFES and aims to make professionals and volunteers aware of the difficulties that parents face within their relationship when their child has a disability.   The project aims to put the emphasis back on the parents’ relationship and to promote strong, happy and rewarding three way relationships between parent and child. Vicki Hill, Strengthening Families Project Lead has been working in partnership alongside parents to find out what they would like to be included in the training package.  Vicki says 
 
“It is essential that the voice of the parent is heard throughout this training package and parents will be consulted at every opportunity”.  

 
The national steering group for the project includes representatives from organisations such as Contact a Family, Relate and One Plus One as well as a number of parents. Vicki is currently building up a database of organisations who may be interested in receiving the training.  To subscribe to the newsletter please email vicki.hill@scope.org.uk  
 
Do you work in an innovative service? Do you want free space in the Bulletin to tell readers what you do?

E-mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
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33. Us in a Bus: job vacancy and workshop

 
Us in a Bus is a voluntary organisation which works with people with profound learning disabilities and complex needs. We use leisure and play as an opportunity for people to express their emotions and creativity, to communicate and to have fun. We also offer training to enable support-staff to build on the relationships they form with the people they support. 
 

Us in a Bus Registered Charity Number: 1088570

Website: www.usinabus.org.uk
 
(i) Us in a Bus – job vacancy

 
Part time Interaction Practitioner

 
£18,131– £21,422 (pro rata 3 days a week)

 
Can you use your creativity and imagination to engage adults with profound learning disabilities and complex needs in interactive, sociable, leisure experiences? Do you know about Intensive Interaction and would like the chance to use it to connect with people who can find communication a challenge? If so, we would like to hear from you. We are looking for someone to join our Guildford based team. If you are self-motivated, energetic, flexible and looking for a job with responsibility then please write now for details (enclosing SAE) to:

 
Janet Gurney, 

Us in a Bus, The Kingsfield Centre,

Philanthropic Road, Redhill, Surrey RH1 4DP

Closing date for applications: 15th June. Interview date: 5th July 05

 
(ii) Us in a Bus - Intensive Interaction Workshop

 
Building relationships with people who have profound learning disabilities and complex needs

 
On Thursday 8th June 2006 at: 
Pine Lodge Day Centre, Horton Lane, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8PQ

From 9.00 (9.30 start) – 16.00

 
Trainers: 
Janet Gurney and Steve Parker from ‘Us in a Bus’. Participants will have the opportunity to:

 
         Understand the principles and techniques of Intensive Interaction.

         Explore how these principles can be used.

         Be enabled to build more fulfilling, interactive and equal relationships with the people they support.

 
The course is suitable for anyone who wishes to relate more closely with people with profound learning disabilities, particularly residential and day services managers and staff teams, care managers and advocates. Participants on our last workshop said: 
 
         “This is a very useful resource for everybody working with people who have learning disabilities” Community Nurse – Children.

         “It will help us with the creation of a more person centred service” Support Worker. 

         “This course gives an insight into ways you can build a better relationship with Service Users”. Home Manager.

 
Fee: £60 per person or £40 per person if more than one person from the same workplace attends (fee includes lunch and refreshments).

For information, E-mail: us@usinabus.freeserve.co.uk
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34. Free Ezine for People working on Inclusion

 

Spring Edition 2006  -  Inclusive Solutions  -  Making Inclusion Happen!
 

Published termly by Colin Newton & Derek Wilson

Email: inclusive.solutions@ntlworld.com
Web Site: http://www.inclusive-solutions.com
Telephone: 0115 9408550
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35. Capability Scotland e-zine

 
Issue 24 for May 2006 is available from 

E-mail: julie.laird@capability-scotland.org.uk
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36. Kids – 2 new publications

 
(i) It doesn’t just happen – inclusive management for inclusive play (Philip Douch – 2nd Edition 2006)    

Costs £12.00 for the statutory/commercial sector, and £7.00 for the voluntary sector – incl. p & p. 

 

(ii) Planning for Inclusion 

 
For further details e-mail: publications.ndd@kids.org.uk
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37. The National Autistic Society conferences 

 

To learn about the 2006 programme –
E-mail: conference@nas.org.uk
Website: www.autism.org.uk
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Interconnections Electronic Bulletin. listings are not validated. we advise you to research before sending off any material or money and before giving information to any organisation.

 
Please forward this bulletin into your networks and to interested colleagues

 
Peter Limbrick

Interconnections

E-Mail: p.limbrick@virgin.net
Web: www.icwhatsnew.com
 
