
	


	The Mental Capacity Bill is a new law.  It is expected to start working in about 2007

	



	The government made this new law to help protect you. It says that everyone has the right to make their own decisions.
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	The law says that if you find it difficult making decisions, someone else can help you.  The person who supports you should try lots of different ways to find out what it is that you want.
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	In some very serious situations only the judge in a court of law can make the decisions



	


	If carers are found guilty of treating someone badly it is possible for them to go prison for up to five-years


	


	The government is writing a “Code of Practice”.  These are rules to say how people should work with people who are not able to make decisions and choices for themselves. 

	www.dca.gov.uk
	For further information on the Mental Capacity Bill go to www.dca.gov.uk




The five main points of the Mental Capacity Bill are:

	


	You have the right to make your own decisions.  A responsible adult will only make decisions for you if it can be proved you need this kind of support

	


	You have a legal right to be supported to make your own decisions.  You cannot be treated as if you cannot make any decisions.  This has to be talked about each time a decision is needed  

	


	You have the right to make strange or unwise decisions if you want to
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	Any decisions made on your behalf must be in your best interests. This means they should think about the things that you like and what your preferences are.
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	If any decisions are made on your behalf they should not restrict your basic rights and freedoms.




