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Diploma of Higher Education (Learning Disabilities)

Location:  Walsall Campus, Gorway Road
Attendance:  2-5 years, part-time

Aimed at:  Staff working in the Learning Disability field. The course is available to professionals and others working with or caring for people with learning disabilities.

Future prospects: Junior and middle managers in the field of learning disability care may have trained prior to Project 2000, if they are nurses, or may not have any qualifications at all. They may find, therefore, that they are less academically qualified than newly qualified nurses and other staff. This Diploma offers an opportunity for them to start/restart on the academic ladder. The Diploma neatly leads onto the BSc. (Hons)(Learning Disabilities), the work-based professional studies award (BSc. Hons) and a number of Masters programmes. 

Entry requirements:  A Registered Nurse qualification (e.g. RNMH, RNLD) or other relevant qualifications (e.g. Social Work or Teaching) or Accreditation of Prior Achievement (APA) or a combination of these.

About the course: Students will undertake 8 modules worth 15 level II credits each: a total of 120 credits for the Diploma.

This consists of four 'Core' modules and four 'Elective' modules. A 'Core' module is a module that MUST be taken for the Award of the Diploma. An 'Elective' module is any other module at the right level and credit rating.

(See below for a list of modules). Normally this will mean study on one day per week for six to eight weeks. Assignments are usually handed in a number of weeks after the end of the taught component and results and feedback are posted within the next month.


One of the advantages of the part-time nature of this course is its flexibility. Although all students will register each year at the same time (at the beginning of the Academic year), there is no fixed entry point. A student may register in September but not start a module until June of the next year. Alternatively a student might study one module in October, another in February and a third in June then take the next year off and finish the Diploma in the next three years, studying one or two modules per year. The possible variations are manifold and each student will choose his or her route through the course.

Teaching and assessment: All Learning disabilities Modules are taught at the University's Walsall Campus. The Campus has all the usual University facilities and features: A well resourced Learning Centre, complete with a large computer suite; a canteen; a Student's Union building including a Bar; a gym and swimming pool.

Modules are assessed differently. Some are straightforward essays. Others will be assessed by a case study or a presentation of a seminar to other students. Students will be supported by a personal teacher in helping them choose their way through the course and to offer feedback and advice.

Modules: The Core Modules are:

1. Delivering Quality Services for People with Learning Disabilities. 

2. Political and Contemporary Issues in Learning Disabilities

3. Developing the Research Process

Offered as Electives by the Learning Disability Nursing Division are:

· Caring for Individuals with Learning Disabilities and Epilepsy (Double Module)

· Mental health and people with learning disabilities (Double Module)

· Empowering Lifestyle Changes
· Person Centred Practice

· Health Promotion and people with learning difficulties

There are many more level two modules that are offered by the University of Wolverhampton and most of these are acceptable as electives.

For further information about the course:

Please contact Peter Eggison, Programme Leader

Tel 01902 51 8837

E-mail p.d.Eggison@wlv.ac.uk
To apply for a place on the course:

You will need to obtain an application pack from Linda Latham, Admissions. 

Tel 01902 32 3124.  

E-mail  L.Latham@wlv.ac.uk
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