
Curriculum Guidelines for Pupils and Students with 

Complex, Multiple Learning Needs 

These guidelines support the accompanying policy document and will inform the planning delivery and assessment of the curriculum for pupils and students with complex, multiple learning needs. 

  

We believe that these pupils and students could access all areas of the National Curriculum through topic based planning with the emphasis and outcomes for individual pupils determined by their personalised learning plan .The following extracts from QCA guidelines (Planning, Teaching and Assessing the Curriculum for Pupils with Learning Difficulties) support this view. 

‘Although the National Curriculum is specified in subjects, schools are not necessarily required to teach them separately. They can organise their curriculum in ways which provide opportunities for appropriate and relevant learning, have meaning for pupils, parents, carers and staff, and use resources to maximum effect’ 

 ‘The amount of time allocated to different parts of their curriculum over the course of a week, a term, a year or a key stage, is to be determined by the aims of the school and the needs of the pupils’ 

  

Personalised Learning Plans 

Personalised Learning Plans (PLP’s) are intended to meet the needs of pupils and students with complex, multiple learning needs as defined by those who know them best. They will be more encompassing than Individual Education Plans (IEP’s) and will be determined by a multi-professional team, including parents, class staff, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, SALT,  VI, HI,  educational  psychologist,  as appropriate. 

Teachers from the Complex Learning Team are trialling formats with input from National Strategy Consultants. 

Implementation Toolkit 

The following four curriculum documents can be used to inform planning 

· Routes for Learning - Welsh Assembly
· Early Thinking Skills - Barrs Court School, Herefordshire
· Early Communication Skills - Barrs Court School, Herefordshire
· EQUALS 

The following activities may be included in the curriculum 

Intensive Interaction 

Movement for Learning and Life (MOVE) 

Tac Pac 

Veronica Sherbourne 

Vision for Doing 

Music Therapy 

Hydrotherapy 

Rebound Therapy 

Haptic Perception 
Assessment 

Formative Assessment 

Any assessment will need to take account of learners’: 

• preferred learning channels and ways of processing information (e.g. visual, auditory, tactile) 

• ways of communicating 

• ways of integrating new experiences with prior learning 

• ability to remember and anticipate routines 

• approaches to problem-solving situations 

• ability to form attachments and interact socially. 

Assessments that fulfil these criteria include the Intensive Interaction SNAP materials and the Routes for Learning materials. 

These assessment materials can be used across the age range removing the need for an artificial divide between Early Years and KeyStage1+ and between Key Stage 4 and 16+ 

Summative Assessment 

The Routes for Learning materials emphasise on-going, formative assessment (assessment FOR learning), however data could be used as a basis for a summative judgement (assessment OF learning).If there is agreement that ALL learners must ‘pass through’ the orange boxes on the Routemap (i.e. the fundamental building blocks of early learning) regardless of which route they follow, these key behaviours could form the basis of summative descriptors. These descriptors, in turn, could be used to demonstrate school effectiveness, in place of the Pivats, which largely contain our pupils and students within P1-P3 for their entire school life. 

The focus on significant developmental milestones rather than contrived and possibly inappropriate or tokenistic subject-lead targets would improve the reliability and validity of summative data. 

 
Routes for Learning is recommended as the basis for summative assessment for students and pupils with complex, multiple learning difficulties in place of the Pivats. 
Produced by the Leeds SILC Complex Learning Team Academic Year 2006/2007 

(inspired by the Routes for Learning materials produced by the Welsh Assembly 2006)
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