
Connections  
         
Inclusive Education
Important to the SACL

“For me, inclusion is about a community where 
everyone is recognized for their differences and 
everyone is recognized as belonging – not only in 
our schools, but in our communities.”
– Dr. Joseph Petner, Educator

Although school is out for the summer, the 
education system has been on my mind. In 

recent months, stories about changes to our schools 
have been in the media. 

The Saskatchewan Association for Community 
Living (SACL) advocates for inclusive education. What 
is inclusive education? Inclusive education means that 
all students are educated in regular classrooms with 
their peers. It means that students with disabilities 
go to the same schools as their brothers, sisters 
and friends, and that they are engaged in both the 
academic and social activities of the classroom. The 
SACL has committed to making inclusive education a 
priority.

Saskatchewan parents, educators and others 
have expressed their desire to see all children 
thrive at school and be fully included. We know that 
students do their best when they are encouraged and 

supported. The SACL wants all children to have access 
to the necessary supports, and recognizes the positive 
role that Education Assistants (EAs) fulfill in our schools.

You may have read my opinion article that was 
published in The StarPhoenix on June 17. The 
commentary was written following news that 41 classroom 
support staff in the Prairie Spirit School Division lost their 
jobs. Instead of EAs, the school division is focusing on 
hiring more professionals, such as speech and language 
pathologists, occupational and physical therapists and 
educational psychologists.

The SACL believes hiring more professionals will be 
beneficial to students, particularly those with complex 
needs. However, the SACL believes it will not be beneficial 
to students to simultaneously reduce the number of EAs. 
We believe the new services won’t be an adequate 
replacement for in-classroom support, especially in the 
rural areas.

If you have concerns about Saskatchewan’s education 
system, please call the SACL at (306) 955-3344 or e-mail 
us at sacl@sacl.org. We also encourage you to contact 
your MLAs and school divisions regarding your questions 
and concerns.

Please help us continue to spread the message of 
inclusion. Have a wonderful summer!

Sincerely,

Kevin McTavish, Executive Director
Saskatchewan Association for Community Living

IN THIS ISSUE:

Donate Clothing and Goods to SICL

Self-Advocacy Action Group Members
Attend Conference in Berlin

Upcoming Family Network Events

Information About How to Participate
in an SACL Tour

Summer 2010



Donate Clothing and Goods to SICL

The Saskatchewan Institute on Community Living (SICL) celebrated its 20th 
anniversary in 2009. 

SICL, the fundraising arm of the Saskatchewan Association for Community 
Living (SACL), was incorporated as a non-profit organization in 1989. At that time, 
SICL signed an agreement with Value Village. The agreement marked the beginning 
of two decades of collecting and recycling donated items from across the province. 

Twenty years later, SICL continues to thrive. SICL is always accepting quality 
used clothing and household goods, which are then sold to Value Village thrift 
department stores in Saskatoon, Regina and Prince Albert. 

Visit www.communitylivingpickup.ca or call 1-877-477-2171 toll-free to 
arrange for a free pick-up. SICL drop-off bins are also located in the communities of 
Allan, Biggar, Broadview, Colonsay, Esterhazy, Foam Lake, Fort Qu’Appelle, Indian 
Head, Langham, Lloydminster, Melfort, Moose Jaw, North Battleford, Outlook, Pilot 
Butte, Prince Albert, Regina, Saskatoon, Swift Current, Tisdale, Unity, White City, 
Wilkie, Wynyard and Yorkton.

 
SICL needs your good quality: 

Clothing 
• Men’s, Women’s, Children’s Clothing and Shoes 
• Clothing Accessories: Hats, Mitts, Scarves, Ties, Nylons, Socks, Underwear 
• Personal Accessories: Purses, Wallets, Fanny Packs, Bags 
• Linens: Bath Towels, Sheets, Blankets, Pillows, Curtains, Tablecloths 

Media 
• Hardback and Paperback Books 
• Magazines 
• Records, Tapes, CDs 
• Videos, DVDs 
• Computer Software 

Housewares 
• Toys, Games, Puzzles, Stuffed Animals 
• Jewelry, Crafts, Mugs, Candles, Pictures/Frames, Baskets, Ornaments, Hand   

Tools 
• Pots, Pans, Utensils, China Cups, Vases, Dishes, Cutlery, Glassware, 

Silverware, Stemware 
• Small Electrical Toasters, Radios, Power Tools, Irons, Blenders, Stereos, CD 

Players, Speakers, DVD and VCR Players, Bicycles, Golf Equipment, Small and 
Large Garden Tools, Table Lamps, Floor Lamps, Sports Equipment, Small Exercise 
Equipment, Skis, Table Top Humidifiers 
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Did You Know?
* The SACL’s vision is that 
“all individuals are valued, 
supported and included in all 
aspects of life.”

* Approximately 150 people 
attended the SACL’s Family 
Conference, which took 
place from May 28-30, 
2010, in Saskatoon. The 
keynote speaker was Shayn 
Anderson, the founder of 
Diversity Inclusion, a training 
and consultant firm. There 
were also breakout sessions 
on Inclusive Education and 
Residential Housing, as 
well as a family dinner and 
dance.

* In 2009-2010, more than 
12,000 individual phone 
calls were received by the 
Saskatoon office regarding 
the support offered by the 
SACL.

* In 2009-2010, there were 
75 participants in the Best 
Buddies program, which 
runs in partnership with the 
University of Saskatchewan.

* In 2009-2010, more than 
100 students were supported 
by the Employment 
Opportunities Consultants.

* Find out more about the 
support our Advocates offer 
by calling (306) 955-3344 or 
by going online to the SACL 
website at www.sacl.org.
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By James Sanheim,
Employment Opportunities Coordinator

For many students, summer is a 
time to forget about school, have 

fun with friends and take trips to the cabin. 
And for many students who are 15 years 
of age and older, it also means a summer 
job.

Summer jobs provide a young person 
with many positive rewards. Summer jobs 
provide a young person with some career 
exploration, as they undertake a variety 
of jobs in different situations and work 
with a diverse group of people. Students 
gain first-hand experience about work 
demands and employer expectations as 
well as some basic work skills.  

Summer jobs also provide many 
students with some cash, which can be 
used to buy gas for the car, a new CD, a 
new video game, treats and many other 
things. What is important is not the fact 
that they get to acquire “stuff,” but rather 
the knowledge and pride that comes from 
buying this “stuff” with money that they 
worked hard for and earned through their 
labour. These summer jobs provide young 
people with life experiences. From all of 
this comes a better understanding of the 
world and how they fit in. It is also a time to 
gain self-confidence and self-worth.

For students with disabilities, and 
especially for students with intellectual 
disabilities, this whole valuable passage 
into adulthood is missed. This means that 
when they leave school, often somewhere 
between the ages of 18 and 23, they are 
at a great disadvantage for the world of 
work after high school.

Fortunately, for the past several 
years, the Saskatchewan Association 
for Community Living (SACL) has 
administered funds provided by the 
Government of Saskatchewan, through 
the Ministry of Advanced Education, 
Employment and Labour, that have made 
summer employment a reality for some 

Students Find Summer Employment
students with disabilities. (It can also support year-round 
part-time employment as well.)

For the current fiscal year, the SACL, at the time of writing 
this article, had allocated all of the $85,000 available to 
support students with disabilities in summer and part-time 
after-school employment. This represents support for more 
than 40 students in more than 40 jobs.

Students from all over the province have been and 
continue to be supported. Jobs are currently being supported 
in communities such as Biggar, Carlyle, Estevan, Eatonia, 
Davidson, Macklin, North Battleford, Regina, Saskatoon, 
Weyburn and Wynyard, to name a few communities. Support 
typically takes the shape of either a wage subsidy, a job 
coach who provides direct one-to-one support to a student 
and/or a disability related technical device. Such experiences 
will hopefully play a significant role in the future employability 
and labour market attachment of these students.  

Although funding is allocated, during the summer we 
often experience some slippage, resulting in funds being 
available again in the fall. If you are a student with a disability, 
are working with any students who have disabilities and/or 
are an employer who would consider hiring a student with 
a disability for part-time after-school and/or weekend work, 
please contact the SACL.

Please speak to an Employment Consultant regarding 
what funds are currently remaining and what supports will be 
eligible for funding.

Become a friend of the SACL!

And visit our updated website
at www.sacl.org
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Self Advocates Attend Conference in Berlin

June was an unforgettable month for Self-
Advocacy Action Group (SAAG) members 

who attended the 15th World Congress of Inclusion 
International in Berlin, Germany.

Eleven self advocates, along with SAAG Facilitator 
Lynne Harley and three support people, had the 
opportunity to meet other self advocates from around 
the world, as well as go sightseeing in Berlin. The 
SAAG members raised more than $34,000 to help 
realize their goal of travelling to Germany.

Throughout the trip, the self advocates talked about 
their experiences in a daily blog, which can be viewed 
at the SACL website at www.sacl.org.

Below, the travellers reflect on their memorable 
trip:

ALENA, Meadow Lake: I really learned that 
people with disabilities should stand up for their rights. 
The team work was great and I enjoyed being with 
my friends in Berlin. My best moment was visiting the 
concentration camp. I would like to travel again by 
plane; this was my first time. It was great having the 
stewardesses serve us food and drinks. 

CHRIS, Saskatoon: The congress has changed 
me because I have learned about other people in the 
world with disabilities. I realize that we are not the 
only ones who have problems. The self advocate from 
Japan talked about how he also got bullied at school 
and had health problems. When we did the creative 
dance at the congress it was neat because everyone 
had their own unique way to dance. The fellow from 
Kuwait was an awesome dancer. I really liked the food 
we ate and the city of Berlin, and the people were very 
friendly.

KELLY, Saskatoon: The congress has been a 
good experience for me because I can talk more 
about independent living and the rights for people with 
disabilities. I enjoyed learning about the Second World 
War and going to visit the concentration camp. 

MELODY, Swift Current: This was a life-changing 
experience for me because I learned more about the 
UN Convention of Rights for people with disabilities. 
It is what we speak about in our SAAG presentations, 
but I learned these are the rights that people all over 
the world should enjoy. One of the best moments for 
me in Berlin was visiting the concentration camp and 
learning that people were killed for such senseless 
reasons. It has been a real awesome experience to 

have travelled to Europe. It was great to eat foods from 
many different cultures.

KEN, North Battleford: I found out that there are 
many people with disabilities, from many different 
countries, that suffer in similar ways as we do. My favourite 
part of the congress was the presentation that we gave. 
The highlight of my trip to Berlin was the concentration 
camp, although I found it disturbing that people had to go 
though ordeals like these.

TINA, Regina: The highlight of the congress for me 
was making so many new friends. They have shown me 
how important self advocacy is. The city of Berlin was 
more beautiful than I imagined, especially at night. I loved 
the boat tour and being served a glass of champagne on 
it. 

DIANE, Saskatoon: The highlight of the congress for 
me was carrying the Canadian flag during the opening 
ceremonies. The trip in general was great; I saw and 
learned so much about Berlin and Germany. 

LEANNE, Estevan: I really enjoyed meeting the self 
advocates from all over the world on the first day, seeing 
some people I knew at the congress and making new 
friends. I really enjoyed riding a train as I have never 
been on one before, so now I can tell my dad that I have. 
Visiting the concentration camp was very interesting. I 
liked the food. Prostitution is legal in Berlin and it was 
interesting to see women on the street as we don’t see 
this in Canada. I liked how many people are out in the city 
in the evening. 

PATTY, Regina: I liked the discussion around the UN 
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If you or someone you know could benefit from support from the SACL please call:

Saskatoon: 955-3344; Regina: 790-5680; Prince Albert: 763-5605

convention of rights. I especially liked talking to people 
from Japan and England. Talking to other countries 
makes me grateful for the services and support we 
get in Canada. Everyone in the world deserves good 
support and the UN convention of rights will help this 
to happen, we hope. I liked everything we saw and did. 
I am surprised at the new buildings but glad that they 
have kept some of the older buildings. They are trying 
to come to terms with everything that has happened 
in Germany and to make a better life for their people.

NEIL, Saskatoon: There were so many highlights 
it is hard to think of one in particular. I learned a lot 
about other countries in the world and how they help 
their people with disabilities. Learning about the Berlin 
Wall and the concentration camp was very interesting. 
We had such a great tour guide. I never thought I 
would go to Europe in my lifetime.

GREG, Preeceville: The highlight of the congress 
for me was meeting so many people from other 
countries and becoming friends with them. This was 
my first time flying and on the subway. Berlin was busy 
but very nice. I liked where we stayed and everything 
we did. I never thought I’d come to Europe. I took lots 
of pictures, danced and had a lot of fun. 

BARRY, Saskatoon: The first day of the congress, 
it was great to see our SAAG members jump right in 
and contribute to the discussions. It was a highlight for 
us to present to the Speaker’s Corner. The opening 
sessions were great.  We met people from around 
the world and found that the message about inclusion 
and living in the community are the very same ones 
we talk about in our presentations. Our SAAG group 
is even more committed now and the experience in 

Berlin has made us even better friends. The sights around 
the city were wonderful and we found that Berliners are 
very friendly, helpful people. I can’t say enough about the 
supporters that were along on the trip and how “Mama 
Lynne” kept us all safe and on track. 

SHARON, Regina: The first plenary session was 
amazing and seeing all the countries that were represented 
was most inspiring. The personal highlight for me was the 
walking tour, because it gave such a good overview of 
German history. 

JILL, North Battleford: The entire experience was 
terrific!

LYNNE, Saskatoon: This entire experience far 
exceeded my expectations. It was great to see the self 
advocates so engaged in everything we experienced. 
What a great group to travel with. Everyone was so helpful 
and cooperative, and we had others comment on the 
team spirit. There were no major glitches, and we had a 
lot of laughs. Berlin is a big city but very relaxed and has 
wonderful ambience. The history was fascinating, the food 
was excellent and the people were friendly and helpful! 
Seeing this goal realized for the self advocates has been 
a very satisfying experience for me. I am grateful for all 
the support we’ve had over the last 10 months and to the 
excellent supporters I had along. Thank you Barry, Sharon 
and Jill.

Inclusion . . . endless possibilities
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Fusion Inclusion is a youth-driven initiative 
of the Saskatchewan Association for 

Community Living (SACL). The members are young 
people with and without disabilities. We are all 
passionate about inclusion; we believe that everyone 
is equal regardless of differences. 

If you are 14 to 19 years old and you are interested 
in making new friends, engaging in new activities 
and making a difference in your community, then 
this group is for you! We like to have fun and create 
positive change. Since the fall of 2009, youth from 
across Saskatchewan have been able to connect 
through our provincial Fusion Inclusion network.

We host events across the province, including 
an event where all of our members from across 
Saskatchewan are invited to attend. Please contact 
the Youth Coordinator if you are interested in 
attending. This is an open group; don’t miss out on 
the fun!

Youth Coordinator Megan Wells-MacInnis is 
currently on maternity leave until July 2011. Rachelle 
Hosak will be leading the youth initiatives of the 
SACL, including the Fusion Inclusion, Best Buddies 
and Kids on the Block programs, while Megan is on 
maternity leave.

Rachelle may be reached by e-mail at rachelle.
hosak@sacl.org or by calling (306) 955-3344.

Want to Participate in Fusion Inclusion?

This newsletter is one of 4,000 we printed 
and mailed. You can help us save on postage 
and printing costs by signing up to receive  

electronic versions of our publications.
To receive an e-mailed version of the Connections Newsletter and/or the Dialect Magazine, 

sign up at www.sacl.org and click on “Subscribe to our Publications” on the main page. 
You can also e-mail us at becky.machnee@sacl.org or call us at (306) 955-3344.

Privacy: The Saskatchewan Association for Community Living (SACL) respects your privacy. We protect your personal 
information and adhere to the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act. The information you 
provide will be used to keep you informed on the activities of the SACL, including programs, services, special events, 

funding needs and volunteer opportunities. If at any time you wish to be removed from these contacts, or would like to 
receive more information, please contact us at 306-955-3344 or by e-mail at becky.machnee@sacl.org.



7

We believe in Inclusion.
Isn’t it great to be included? Our 
passion for inclusion drives our 
belief that all people should be 
valued, supported and included 
in all aspects of life. We strive 
to ensure that people with 
intellectual disabilities are valued, 
supported and included members 
of society and that they have 
opportunities and choices in all 
aspects of life.

We believe in Community.
Community Living is a simple 
concept; most of us experience it 
every day. We live in integrated 
communities, we work with our 
peers, and our children go to 
school with their neighbourhood 
friends. These are simple things 
that most of us take for granted. 
Although people with intellectual 
disabilities are capable of learning 
in regular schools, working at 
real jobs, and contributing to 
our communities, they are often 
excluded simply because of their 
disability. People with intellectual 
disabilities want to participate in 
all of these activities, they want 
to contribute to society and they 
want to lead regular lives in the 
community. Community living 
allows all people, regardless of 
their disability, to reach their full 
potential as citizens.

We want everyone to 
believe in Inclusion in the 
Community. 
Each month, the SACL hosts one-
hour tours at our office at 3031 
Louise Street in Saskatoon. You 
will learn about our history, the 
programs we provide and our 

vision for the future as well as be introduced to some of the great 
people we have been able to support.

The tours are held at our office and you are welcome to come to either 
a breakfast tour or an evening tour. The purpose of the tour is to 
provide a unique method for people in the community to hear more 
about our organization. 

Come out and join us on any of the dates listed below. Please RSVP at 
least three days prior to the tour by calling (306) 955-3344 or RSVP by 
e-mail to becky.machnee@sacl.org.

We look forward to seeing you!
Upcoming tour dates in 2010:
August 3
August 19
August 31
September 14
September 30

Attend a tour at the SACL

We are passionate about

INCLUSION 
Are you?

Join us
for an SACL tour

and find out what we’re 
talking about. 
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The SACL Board of Directors
The Directors of the Association were elected at 
the SACL Annual General Meeting in Saskatoon 
on May 30, 2010.

Gloria Mahussier – President *

Juanita Buyaki – Vice President*

Shelley Elder – Treasurer *

Wilda Wallace – Past President *

Doug Conn, Director at Large*

Janice Rutherford, Director at Large*

Andrea Kaye, Director at Large*

Jamie Ellis, Director at Large

Allen Hall, Director at Large

Conrad Johnson, Director at Large

Norm Jones
President – Biggar Branch

Marianne Holman-Hall
CLASI Representative

Milena Hollett
President – Kamsack Branch

Nytosha Kober
President – Moose Jaw Branch

Ted & Loretta Schugmann
Co-Representatives – Humboldt Branch

Beth Oslund
Representative – Esterhazy Branch

Joanne German
President – Kindersley Branch

Dorothea Pehl
Representative – Outlook Branch

Mike Mahussier
Representative – Prince Albert Branch

Judy Elliott
Representative – Lloydminister Branch

Dave Moscaliuk
Co-Representative – RDACL

AnnaMae McCashin
Co-Representative – RDACL

Raylene Maluga
President – Swift Current Branch

June Avivi
Representative – Valley View Centre Family Group

*Indicates members of the SACL
Executive Committee

Inclusion . . . endless possibilities
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We welcome your questions.
If you have questions about the SACL and 

the support we offer, contact the
Saskatoon office at:

(306)955-3344
sacl@sacl.org

3031 Louise Street 
Saskatoon, SK S7J 3L1

We are interested in hearing your feedback and 
publishing your personal stories.

If you have photos or stories that you would like 
to share with us and other readers,

 please send them to:

Shannon Boklaschuk
Communications

and Research Coordinator
shannon.boklaschuk@sacl.org

Dr. Rosemary Brown, the first black 
woman in Canada elected to public 

office, said:  “Until all of us have made it, 
none of us have made it.” I use this quote in 
reference to our vision:  Until all individuals with 
intellectual challenges have made it (included), 
none of us have made it.

Our family conference reminded me how 
important a vision is and how well our renewed 
vision serves our Association. Our vision 
provides the opportunity for families to believe 
and to dream, and  to come up with inspiration 
for us to create possibilities to ensure all 
citizens in Saskatchewan who live with an 
intellectual challenge are included, involved 
and valued members in our community. As 
we look to improve the housing options for 
individuals, we’re also working to enhance 
our communities. Our primary focus of family 
engagement will become stronger. Looking 
ahead, I know the year will not be one without 
its challenges and the SACL Board of Directors 
looks forward to supporting the initiatives in the 
upcoming year.

What a great 2010 family conference! 
Believe.  Inclusion . . . endless possibilities. 
It was all and more than I expected – great 
speakers, great conversations and great fun.

Every director or board member that passes 
through the SACL has their causes and concerns 
and their issues worth fighting. It is part of what 
it means to be a member of the Saskatchewan 
Association for Community Living.  To share a 

Message from the SACL President
sense of purpose and a set of values with those around 
us is a part of what it means to belong to a just and civil 
society. Our Association is great because of the people 
involved: Our families, our staff and our members. I 
welcome and thank the dedication and commitment of 
the 2010-2011 SACL Board of Directors.

It has been a great privilege and an honour for me to 
serve as your Vice-President these last years.  Thank 
you for putting trust in me to lead the membership, and 
I commit to serve the Association as your President to 
help the vision become a reality.

Sincerely,

Gloria Mahussier, President
Saskatchewan Association for Community Living

Coming up in August

Sibling Event
for Children Ages 8-13

Date to be determined

Please visit www.sacl.org
or contact Family Network Coordinator

Lynn Schaan for more information
at lynn.schaan@sacl.org

or at (306) 955-3344
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The Saskatchewan Association for Community 
Living (SACL) is an advocacy organization that 

was started in 1955 by families who had a member 
with an intellectual disability. Today, families remain the 
core of the SACL, as we work to ensure that people 
with disabilities are valued and included members of our 
society.

Families across Saskatchewan can connect through 
the SACL’s Family Network. Family events were held 
in Swift Current, Moose Jaw, Meadow Lake, North 
Battleford, Saskatoon and Regina in 2009. These 
events offered families a day of fun activities and the 
opportunity to relax and celebrate their children in a 
supportive, accepting environment.

Did you know there are now more than 420 
families in the Family Network? If you would like 
more information, please contact Family Network 
Coordinator Lynn Schaan by phone at (306) 955-
3344 or by e-mail at lynn.schaan@sacl.org.

Lynn is currently organizing two family events that 
will take place at the Schaan cabin at Emma Lake, 
Sask., in July:

1) The Family Network Annual Family Weekend 
will be held from July 23-25, 2010. Come for all or 
part of this family-oriented weekend, beginning Friday 
afternoon after 4 p.m. until Sunday morning.

2) The Sibling Retreat will take place from July 
25-27, 2010. The SACL welcomes youth ages 13-18 to 
share with others the experience of having a sibling with 
a disability.

Participants can look forward to presentations, 
swimming, campfires and sharing stories, support and 
friendship. There is a limit of 20 children.

For more information about these events, please 
contact Lynn Schaan.

Families Central to Organization

Western Canadian Conference
on Leadership

for Inclusive Education

November 4-6, 2010
University of Regina

For more information, 
visit www.inclusiveeducation.ca

or contact Kim Hague
at kim.hague@sacl.org

or at (306) 955-3344

Inclusion . . . endless possibilities
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 � ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please consider making a larger donation by using our monthly giving option!

     
Monthly Giving Program 

Please withdraw my monthly donation of:

 � Pre-Authorized Bank Debit

I authorize the SACL to automatically withdraw each month 
from my account. Below is my (our) signature to authorize 
this monthly withdrawal.

Signature ________________________________

Signature_________________________________

Please return this card with a cheque marked “VOID”

 � $100  � $50  � $25  � $20  � Other _____________

 � Pre -Authorized Credit Card
 � Visa
 � Mastercard

Card # ________________________________
Expiry Date____________________________
Signature_______________________________

 � Where needed most

 � Designated (Specify)
____________________________

In November 2009, the Government of Saskatchewan 
launched SAID – the Saskatchewan Assured Income 

for Disability program. SAID is a new income support 
system for people with disabilities that promises that many 
people living with disabilities will no longer depend on social 
assistance for their basic living expenses.

For many years, disability advocates have lobbied the 
provincial government to create an income system separate 
from welfare (a system that was designed for short-term 
needs) that would adequately meet the life-long needs of 
people with disabilities. The voice of Saskatchewan citizens 
with disabilities was acknowledged and, in May 2009, 
Minister Donna Harpauer announced that the Government 
of Saskatchewan would create a separate, dignified program 
for individuals with disabilities that would provide a socially 
acceptable level of income.

At this time, less than 3,000 people are participants in 
the SAID program. Enrollment in the program is expected to 
reach between 8,000 to 10,000 people once the program is 
fully running.

The primary focus of the new program, which is separate 
from the existing Saskatchewan Assistance Program, is:

* To assure a socially acceptable income for people 
with disabilities, recognizing the range of additional costs 
associated with disability; and

* To encourage and empower people with disabilities to 
participate as fully as possible in community life.

* visit  http://www.socialservices.gov.sk.ca/SAID
The Disability Income Support Coalition (DISC) continues 

to work with the government toward the full implementation 
of SAID. The development of an assessment tool and the 
improvement of benefit rates are the primary focus of the 
Coalition at this time.

* visit www.saskdisc.ca

The Saskatchewan Assured Income for Disability program

Best Buddies program
The Best Buddies program fosters friendships 

between a young adult (18-40 years of age) in 
Saskatoon with a University of Saskatchewan student 
who has similar interests.  

Each person pledges to spend time with his or 
her buddy twice a month and telephone, e-mail, text 
message or write a note once a week.

Best Buddies is a national charitable organization 
dedicated to enhancing our communities through 
friendships between individuals with intellectual 
disabilities and students.

If you are interested in starting up a Best Buddies 
chapter in your community, please contact Youth 
Coordinator Rachelle Hosak at (306) 955-3344 or 
by e-mail at rachelle.hosak@sacl.org. Rachelle is 
coordinating the youth programs until July 2011, when 
Megan Wells-MacInnis returns from maternity leave.

The Regina and District Association for Community 
Living (RDACL) operates a Best Buddies program in 
partnership with the University of Regina. If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer with the Regina 
chapter, please contact the RDACL office at (306) 
790-5680 or by e-mail at rdacl@sasktel.net.

Please note the application deadline to 
participate in the Best Buddies program is 
September 15, 2010. Please contact Rachelle or call 
(306) 955-3344 for more information.

Check out Best Buddies on Facebook!
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This year one of our priority areas is identifying 
Residential Housing choices in our communities. 
Affordable housing options are very hard to find 
for many people and this means that individuals 
with intellectual disabilities are often left with 
very few options for suitable housing. 

We have contracted a consultant  to enable 
us to make the most informed and best decisions 
about how we should proceed in this matter. 
Working with the consultant will also help us to 
better understand the issue and learn about the 
work other organizations are doing so that we are 
not duplicating services already in the community. 

Our vision is for everyone to have a place to 
call home, a place that they choose to live in in a 
community of their choice.

Everyone deserves a fulfilling and satisfying life 
in the community. This is what we are passionate 
about and this is what we’re working toward. Help 
us to continue spreading the message of inclusion.

Please consider investing in the Saskatchewan 
Association for Community Living in order to help 
ensure that our resources keep pace with the 
continued need in the coming year. 

 � ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Enclose this bottom portion with your gift to support the 
work of the Saskatchewan Association for Community 
Living (SACL). Please make cheques payable to the SACL 
and return in the enclosed self -addressed envelope.

 � Please send me information on Planned Giving 
options

 � Please remove me from your mailing list
 

Privacy: The Saskatchewan Association for Community Living (SACL) 
respects your privacy. We protect your personal information and adhere 
to the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents 
Act. The information you provide will be used to keep you informed 
on the activities of the SACL, including programs, services, special 
events, funding needs and volunteer opportunities. If at any time you 
wish to be removed from these contacts, or would like to receive more 
information, please contact us at 306-955-3344 or by e-mail at becky.
machnee@sacl.org. 

YES! I want to contribute:     

 � $100  � $50  � $25  �  Other

 � Where needed most $ ___________

$____________ � Designated (Specify)
____________________________

Credit Card Contributions:
 � Visa
 � Mastercard

Card # ________________________________
Expiry Date____________________________
Signature_______________________________

Donate online at www.sacl.org

Identifying Housing Options an SACL Priority

Inclusion . . . endless possibilities


