3rd Annual Children’s Complementary Therapy Network (CCTN) Conference

Title: Childhood Conditions: Asthma, Eczema and Cerebral Palsy
Venue: Birmingham Children’s Hospital

Date: Saturday 17th May 2008

Time: 9.30am – 5.00pm 

Studies have shown that the use of complementary therapies is higher among children with chronic health conditions than those without.  As the usage of complementary therapies has increased, medical teams increasingly find themselves being asked about information and advice on such therapies.  This exciting conference will provide an opportunity for medical professionals (e.g. doctors, nurses, physiotherapists, etc) and complementary therapists to learn and share knowledge and experiences in the conventional and complementary therapy management of children with asthma, eczema and cerebral palsy.
The Children’s Complementary Therapy Network (CCTN) is a UK based national network, with over 250 members internationally, to facilitate a common platform for the purposes of learning, educational and research opportunities, for Medical and Complementary Therapy professionals in the field of integrated medicine and the use of complementary therapies for the benefit of children with health conditions.

Conference Fees:

CCTN members - £45.00 (Early Bird discounted fee £40)

Non-members - £55.00 (Early Bird discounted fee £50)

Certificates of attendance will be issued, which will be eligible for CPD points.  

Paediatricians attending this event may claim up to 5 CPD Credits, in accordance with the current RCPCH CPD guidelines.

Deadlines:

· Early Bird discounted fee – applications must be received by the 29th Feb 08.
· The final deadline for applications is 28th April 08.
· Deadline for submission of abstracts and posters is 1st April 08

The conference is being organised as a non-profit event and the conference fee goes towards the coordination and costs of the conference. 
CCTN Network Membership is FREE, if you would like to join please see contact details below. 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS - Integral to the conference will be an opportunity for you to do a short (15 minute) presentation on the use of complementary therapies in children with asthma, eczema or cerebral palsy.  You are invited to submit an abstract of your proposed presentation for consideration.  Your abstract should be no longer than 500 words.  Your presentation could be about individual case studies, a project you have been working on or research that you have participated in.  Please ensure that patient confidentiality is maintained and that no copyright laws are broken.  Please note that the 15 minute time slots will be adhered to strictly so plan your presentation accordingly.  Presentations about case studies and projects should especially emphasise methodology of working with the child / children and outcomes obtained.  Your abstract should include details about yourself (biography) and a brief outline of the project/activity/research you will be presenting about.  If you are chosen to present, your abstract will be distributed with the delegate packs, so please format it in a way that you would want it printed for the delegate packs (preferably using Microsoft word, and no more than 2 A4 sides long).  If your abstract is chosen, you will still be required to register for the conference and pay the conference fee. The deadline for abstract submission is 1st April 2008.  In the event that your abstract is not chosen to be presented, it will automatically be considered for a possible poster presentation (see below).  Please indicate clearly if you do NOT want your abstract to be considered for poster presentation.
CALL FOR POSTERS - There will be an opportunity for delegates to display poster presentations at the conference.  If you would like to do this, please submit your proposed poster for consideration by 1st April 2008.  Your poster should be relevant to the subject of Paediatrics and complementary therapies and can include individual case studies, a project you have been working on, research/study that you have participated in or hypothesis/theories that you are considering.  Please ensure that patient confidentiality is maintained and that no copyright laws are broken.  Your poster should be no larger than A1 size (equivalent to four A3 sheets).  If you have never done a poster before, there are plenty of tips on the internet (search “poster presentation format”) – e.g. http://people.eku.edu/ritchisong/posterpres.html and http://www.writing.eng.vt.edu/posters.html.
For an application form (for the conference and/or to join the network), please contact:

Post: Dr Pankaj Shah, Children’s Medical Officer, Freshwinds, Prospect Hall, 12 College Walk, Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29 6LE
Tel: 0121 415 6670

E-mail: cctn@freshwinds.org.uk 

Web: www.freshwinds.org.uk/education/cctn.htm 

Please send abstracts and posters to:

Post: Dr Pankaj Shah, Children’s Medical Officer, Freshwinds, Prospect Hall, 12 College Walk, Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29 6LE

E-mail: cctn@freshwinds.org.uk  

EXISTING DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE CCTN

1. Network Conferences – The first two conferences were “New Beginnings: Setting up a Children’s Service” (2005) and “Complementary Therapies and Autism” (2006).  Both conferences were well attended and the delegates found them to be an informative and worth while experience.
2. Network Complementary Therapies and Autism Evaluation Questionnaire – This is a Network wide parent feedback questionnaire for the evaluation of the use of complementary therapies with children with autism.

3. International links with networks / individuals in America, Canada, Germany, Netherlands and Israel

4. E-Mail Group

- A Yahoo based E-Mail group (CCTN members only) – enabling members to contact each other by e-mail.  Other features include access to links and resources through full membership of the Yahoo based CCTN e-mail group.

 - A Database of research articles on complementary therapies and children.

 - CCTN “Spotlight On” - The “Spotlight On” feature is an opportunity for CCTN members to let the other members of the network know about their work.
