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Breaking down barriers 

New healthcare service for prisoners 

in Surrey who have a learning disability 

A dedicated healthcare service to support prisoners who have a learning disability has been launched across Surrey’s four prisons.
The new learning disability prison liaison service will operate in HMPs Send and Coldingley, in Woking, and HMPs Downview and Highdown, in Sutton, to ensure that prisoners who have a learning disability are given the right support. 

It is being run by Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust, provider of the county’s learning disability healthcare services, which believes this to be the first county-wide service of its kind in England and Wales within both male and female prisons. 
The launch comes after the 2006 No One Knows report, led by the Prison Reform Trust, exposed that 7% of prisoners have an IQ of less than 70 (compared to about 2.5% of the general population), making it harder for them to cope within the criminal justice system. It highlighted that most prison staff believed that the overall quality of support available at their prison was low and only 10% said their prison offered specialist nursing support.

Stephen Haynes, who has worked a nurse in Surrey’s learning disability services for the past 17 years, is leading the new service. He will work closely with prison staff, and other healthcare professionals – both in the prison and in the prisoners’ local area – to ensure that people are identified for additional support, that they can access services while they are in prison and continue to receive support after their release. This includes developing additional training for prison staff and resources such as ‘easy-read’ leaflets for offenders plus support to take part in activities and therapies designed to rehabilitate prisoners and make them less likely to re-offend once they have been released.

Stephen says: “General healthcare and specialist mental health services have long been established within the prison system but there are very few prison in-reach healthcare services offering specialist support to people who have a learning disability. I’m really excited about the new role. This is one of only a handful of similar services in England which will be a great opportunity to make a difference to many peoples’ lives and help carve out a completely new area of expertise.” 
Jo Young, Director of Operations at Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust, said: “This is an exciting and demanding initiative. Until recently, compared with mental health, very little has been known about the prevalence of learning disabilities amongst the prison population and we have very little information about the number of prisoners in Surrey who have a learning disability. 

“One of our first tasks is to investigate the level of support that is required so we are piloting a new assessment tool across these four prisons. An IQ of less than 70 is a strong indication that a person either has a learning disability or needs additional support with daily living and communication skills but our assessments will take into account a variety of factors that may affect an individual’s ability to make informed decisions.” 

Speaking in support of this service, Ann Norman, Learning Disability and Criminal Justice Services Nursing Adviser at the Royal College of Nursing (RCN), said: “The RCN welcomes this initiative which has identified the need for specific nursing support for prisoners who have a learning disability. This is a move in the right direction and fits with the recommendations of the Bradley Report and Department of Health Offender Health work around this issue. It is also extremely positive that a learning disability specialist nurse will be leading the work - we know they are highly skilled and this post further illustrates their contribution to service development. The RCN has been working with the Criminal Justice Service and other stakeholders to raise awareness of examples of good practice like this. We very much look forward to hearing about the progress of this service as it develops.”

A Steering Group to oversee the new service is being chaired by Sue Davis, Head of Healthcare at HMP Highdown, and will include representation from Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust and NHS Surrey Commissioning, which is funding the service long term.
Last year, Surrey and Borders Partnership became one of the first NHS trusts in the UK to launch a new hospital liaison service to help ensure that people who have a learning disability can communicate their needs and get equal access to treatment when attending one of Surrey’s five general hospitals.
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Notes to Editors:

Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust:

Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust provides health and social care services for people with mental health illness, drug and alcohol problems and learning disabilities across Surrey and North East Hampshire. It employees over 2,800 people across 78 sites, serving 1.3 million people of all ages.
It also provides the following specific services across its borders:

· Learning disability social care services in both Croydon and Hampshire 

· Drug and alcohol services in Hampshire
No One Knows

The full No One Knows report can be downloaded from www.wmrdc.org.uk/silo/files/no-one-knows.pdf 

Surrey’s Prisons 
HMP Send – a closed women’s training prison for around 280 prisoners http://www.justice.gov.uk/global/contacts/noms/prison-finder/send/ 

HMP Downview – a closed women’s training prison for around 350 prisoners

http://www.justice.gov.uk/global/contacts/noms/prison-finder/downview/ 
HMP Highdown – a closed category men’s training prison for around 1100 prisoners

http://www.justice.gov.uk/global/contacts/noms/prison-finder/high-down/ 

HMP Coldingley – a closed category men’s training prison for around 500 prisoners http://www.justice.gov.uk/global/contacts/noms/prison-finder/coldingley/ 

