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Programme

Leading the way in Assistive Technology
Life enhancing technology to support people with learning disabilities

10.00am Registration

10.30am Chair’s welcome and introduction 

 Chair: Professor Tony Holland, Cambridge Intellectual 
and Developmental Disabilities Group, Cambridge University

10.45am Embracing technology

	■  Examples of outcomes using an ethical approach to 
Assistive Technology 

	■  Meeting the challenges of changing needs and new 
structures – Clinical Commissioning Groups

	■  The self-service model – access to Assistive 
Technology

Steve Barnard, Director of Information Systems, Hft

11.05am Keynote address

	■ Ensuring the quality of services
	■ Challenges of the learning disability sector
	■ Role and use of assistive technology

11.25am Q&A and discussion 

11.35am Refreshments

12.00pm Workshop Sessions

A  Assistive Technology in Practice 
	■  This workshop will demonstrate, through the use of 

case studies, the benefits that Assistive Technology 
can bring to people with learning disabilities. 

	■  It will explore the reasons why it is important 
to take a person centred approach when using 
technology with people 

	■  It will include examples of how it can support 
people no matter what their level of need. 

Emma Nichols, Personalised Technology Manager, Hft

B  Understanding the benefits of Assistive Technology 
and assess its impact
	■ Need for research in AT
	■ Impact Assessment methodology
	■ Outcomes of the Impact Assessment

Jane Upperton, Researcher, Upperton Associates

1.00pm Lunch

1.45pm Workshop Sessions (repeated)

2.30pm         Refreshments

2.55pm  The integration of technology into our 
daily lives, to achieve better outcome for 
everyone

	■  Challenges to wider society – demographics and the 
ageing population

	■  TSB perspective on some of the ‘ways forward’
	■  Involvement of third sector organisations

Jackie Marshall Cyrus, Technology Strategy Board

3.15pm        The Feel Good Factory: Managing  
health and social care needs with life 
enhancing technology

	■  What is the ‘Feel Good Factory’?
	■ Why Hft?
	■ How do we work together?

Andy Hull, ‘DALLAS’ (Delivering Assisted Living Lifestyles At 
Scale) – Feel Good Factory, Liverpool

3.35pm Technology and inclusion
	■ Challenges for the EU
	■ Inclusion for all
	■ Opportunities for the future

A representative from the European Commission

3.55pm Q&A and discussion

4.15pm        Chair’s summary and conference close

For a full list of our conferences visit: www.pavpub.com

Date:  Thursday 31 January 2013
Venue: Holiday Inn, Liverpool City Centre, Lime Street, Liverpool, L1 1NQ

Venue
Holiday Inn, Liverpool City Centre, Lime Street, 
Liverpool, L1 1NQ (a map of the venue will be sent 
with confirmation of your booking) 

Date  Thursday 31 January 2013

Conference fees
The fee includes lunch, refreshments and conference 
materials. Please note accommodation is not included.

Confirmation of booking
When booking, please wait for written confirmation 
before arranging travel.

Terms and conditions

Cancellation and refund policy 
All cancellations will be subject to a £50 administration 
fee, if received in writing 14 days before the event. 
We regret that any cancellations after this date cannot 
be refunded, but substitute delegates are welcome at 
any time.

Payment  
30 days either from date of invoice or before the conference 
(whichever sooner). Payment must be received prior to the 
conference. VAT correct at time of printing.



Key themes
	■  Independence and safety for all

	■  How Assistive Technology (AT) can 
support all levels of need including 
multiple and complex needs

	■  The right way to implement Assistive 
Technology 

	■  Access and ‘mainstreaming’ of AT 
including promotion of the benefits of 
devices and systems working together

	■  Vision for the future of Assistive 
Technology

Who should attend?
	■ Health and social care commissioners

	■ Health and social care professionals

	■  Carers (whether family members, 
supporters or advocates)

	■ Clinicians – specialist medics

	■ Service Providers

Continuous professional development
Professionals within the social care sector are required 
to undertake Continuous Professional Development 
(CPD). Delegates can gain CPD points from attending 
our conferences and exhibitions.  This conference may 
help towards your knowledge requirements at Quality 
Credit Framework level (QCF) level 3 – 8.

About Pavilion
Pavilion is the leading publisher and event organiser 
for those working in social and healthcare fields, 
whether they work in the statutory, private or 
voluntary sectors. We publish over 200 training  
packs, Mental Health Today and Learning Disability 
Today magazines.

Free bursaries
Pavilion recognises the contribution people from across 
health and social care make to our conferences. To 
ensure our conferences are accessible to people using 
services, unwaged/family carers, and students, there are 
up to five free places available at each conference. 

To apply, please write to us by post or email stating 
why you would like to attend this particular conference. 
Post: Pavilion Publishing and Media, Rayford House, 
School Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 5HX
Email: info@pavpub.com
Remember to include your contact details as we will be 
in touch two weeks before the conference to confirm if 
you have been given a place.

Promotional opportunities
For more information about promotional 
opportunities at this conference, such as exhibiting 
and including your promotional materials in the 
conference delegate packs, please contact: 
Graham Hoare, Customer Relations Manager, Pavilion
Tel: 01273 434 938
Email: grahamh@pavpub.com

Unable to attend?
Conference papers, as presented to the delegates on 
the day, are available on CD-rom after the conference 
for £60 + VAT. This useful reference will include: 
available speaker papers, speaker biographies and any 
additional inserts.

About the conference
The conference is intended to raise the profile of how technology can 
support independence and safety for people with learning disabilities 
and their families.

We will look at on how technology can be used to support all levels of 
need with a particular focus on multiple and complex needs. We also 
seek to address the barriers that affect access and use of the technology. 
The move to Individual and Personal Budgets means people with 
learning disabilities and their carers need to be aware of how Assistive 
Technology can enhance their lives.

Aims of the conference
	■  Access – attendees will have a better understanding of their role in 

supporting people to access expertise and knowledge of Assistive 
Technology. Attendees will also have an understanding of the issues and 
commonly held misconceptions around AT. 

	■  Understanding of the benefits – attendees will have a better understanding 
of the support that AT can provide and also how it can help achieve value 
for money 

	■  Approach– attendees will have a better understanding of how an ethical 
approach can create better outcomes with the use of AT. 

Conference convenors 
Hft is a leading national charity that supports people with learning disabilities. Every 
day our creative and resourceful thinking helps people to get the most out of life.
Founded by pioneering families fifty years ago, we continue to work in 
partnership with the people we support and their family and friends to 
understand their individual needs and goals. 
Our staff expertise includes supporting people with complex needs, challenging 
behaviour and specific syndromes like autism spectrum disorders. 
Our person centred support, combined with our leadership in using personalised 
technology, enables people with learning disabilities to live more fulfilled lives 
whatever the level of need.
Our new look, updated Smart House will be on display during lunch. Don’t miss 
your chance to see this unique, purpose built ‘mock’ flat at ‘Leading the way in 
Assistive Technology’. The Smart House has been used by Hft since 2009, to 
provide visitors with real first-hand experience of how Personalised Technology 
can be used to enhance independence and safety for people with learning 
disabilities whatever the level of need.
In 2012, we re-launch our new look Smart House at Learning Disability Today 
exhibition. The house features all new, up to date technology and devices, 
and improved signage and information to make it easier to access for all. We 
have also installed a new theatre at the back, where you can watch and learn 
about real experiences of people with learning disabilities and how Assistive 
Technology has helped change their lives.
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professional context.
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      Quantity

■		Public sector/educational/

 charity/NHS/local gov/  	 £255 + VAT  

 voluntary orgs
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■		Conference papers £60 + VAT   
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