Changing social care for adults

This leaflet is for adults needing care and for carers.

We are the Law Commission. We think about how to
change rules to make them better.
We want to change the rules for social care for adults.
Social care is the care you might get from social
services or the local council.

The rules at the moment are old. And they are hard for
some people to understand. We want to make them
better.

All our ideas for changes are written down in the
consultation paper. You can ask us for this. But you
can also read about our main ideas here.

We want to know what you think about our ideas to
change care for adults. We want to know if you like
them, or if you don’t like them. We want to know if you
have any ideas of your own about some good changes
to make.
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Here are some of our main ideas for changing
care for adults.
Ideas about: Putting all the rules together
Let’s write down all the rules about social care for adults
in one place.

Let’s write a list of main beliefs about how adult social
care should be done. We can put these main beliefs in
the same place as the rules. A main belief could be, ‘all
adults should be able to choose how their care is done.’

Do you think this is a good or bad idea? What do you
think should be a main belief?
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Ideas about: Finding out who needs care

The council should do a test to check if someone needs
care. This test is called an assessment. We think the
assessment should find out your needs and aims.

Maybe you should be allowed to do the assessment
yourself.

Maybe the council should give you an assessment if
you ask for one.

Maybe there should be a rule that says how the
assessment must be done. For example, the rule could
say how much time the assessment should take.

Do you think these are good or bad ideas?
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Ideas about: Deciding who can get social care
Let’s only use the assessment and a list of types of
needs to decide if a person can get social care. This
means that lots of the old rules will be thrown away. Only
the assessment and the list of types of needs will
matter.

If the assessment says that you need care, then let’s
tell the council they have to give you care.

Let’s tell the council they have to work out a set amount
of money to care for you.

Let’s make sure that carers can get help in the same
way.

Do you think these are good or bad ideas?
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Ideas about: Help for carers

Some people take care of other people. These people
are called carers.

Let’s make sure that carers can get help if they need it.
Let’s make sure that a carer doesn’t have to ask for
help. The council should find out if a carer needs help.

Do you think these are good or bad ideas? How can we
tell that a person is a carer?
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Ideas about: Care Plans. This is a plan for each
person that says how their care will be done.
Let’s tell the council to make a plan for each person who
needs care. This plan is called a care plan.

Do you think this is a good or bad idea? Should we tell
councils exactly how to make a care plan?

Ideas about: Keeping adults safe
Let’s tell the local council they have to find out if you are
being treated badly. Or if someone is not being cared for
very well.

Do you think this is a good or bad idea? How should the
council notice that a person is being treated badly?
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Ideas about: Knowing about a disabled person
Let’s write down the ways a disabled person is different
from another person. This is so the local council can
know if you are disabled.

Do you think this is a good or bad idea? Should the
council try to find out if a person is disabled?

Ideas about: Mobility of care services
Let’s make it easy to get care even if you move to
different areas.

Do you think this is a good or bad idea?
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We want to know what you think about our ideas
for changing adult care.
Now you have read about some of our ideas for
changes. We want to know if you like our ideas for
changing adult care. We want to know if you have any
ideas of your own about good changes to make.

All our ideas for changes are written down in the
consultation paper. You have read about some of the
main ideas in this leaflet.

We are asking what you think about the ideas for a fixed
time only. This time is from 1st March 2010 to 1st July
2010. We will finish asking questions about the ideas on
1st July 2010

Then we will use all the ideas to make a plan. This plan
will be called the final report. We hope we will have the
final report ready in 2011.
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How to tell us your ideas
We are the Law Commission. Please tell us your ideas
about social care for adults. You can also ask us for
more information. These are the ways you can contact
us.
This is our address for writing letters:
Law Commission
Steel House
11 Tothill Street
London
SW1H 9LJ
Our telephone number is: 02033340200
Our Website address is:
www.lawcom.gov.uk/adult_social_care.htm
Our email address is:
adultsocialcare@lawcomission.gsi.gov.uk
Different ways to read this leaflet

You can get this leaflet in audio to listen to. Or in Welsh,
or Large Print. If you want any of these you can ask the
Law Commission.
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