As a parent of a young child with disabilities I quickly realised that the unique experience of parenting a child with special needs is very rarely represented in magazines or popular culture.  There is a mass of information for Parents of Children with special needs, produced by both charities and government agencies, but very little focus on the actual experience of parenting.       Yet there are thousands of articles about the emotional experience of parenting typical children.  Disappointed in the lack of a parenting magazine for Parents with children who have additional needs, I decide to go ahead and create my own magazine.  The outcome is Milestones & Miracles, which launched January 2007.   Currently it exists solely online. As many parents spend lots of time researching their child's condition online my initial wish was for a physical magazine, which could be read whilst curled up on the sofa! However this was prior to researching printing costs! Eventually our hope is that some of the best articles can be produced in a printed format so they can be read in the bath or on the train. But for the moment the magazine will be in a tree friendly online format!  All the articles here will be parent written. Most parents on the journey of parenting a child with differences soon realise that we and other parents are the true experts.  Many of us exchange support and information with other parents via Internet forums or support groups on a daily basis and this magazine does not intend to replicate that.  Parents - please feel free to send us your features, articles, poems, thoughts and musings for publication in our online magazine.  No writing experience is necessary - we are looking for writing which is truthful and thoughtful above all other considerations.  Subject matter - please share anything of interest to other parents of children with disabilities. Do not be limited by the current themes in the article index, we will assign your writing to the most appropriate theme or create a new one.  Feel free to submit your work anonymously if it helps you write more openly.  We may omit names, as we must be sensitive to considerations of libel or invasion of privacy.  If you have already changed the names of the people you are writing about please tell us.  We may edit heavily, but will always email you a proposed draft of your work before it enters the magazine so you can approve or disapprove of editorial changes.  We cannot respond to every submission and we cannot return your work if we are unable to use it.  There are no fees paid for submissions.  Our guidelines: You must be a Parent/Carer of a child with disabilities or additional needs. The writing must not have been submitted for publication anywhere else.  We accept your writing in good faith and trust that it is your own work - we have no way of checking so please honour our expectations in this regard.  Send your writing (typed or handwritten) to: Milestones & Miracles Magazine, PO Box 3451, Ascot, and SL5 8WQ or email info@milestonesandmiracles.co.uk
The aim of this magazine is to provide a place for longer articles, features, poems, thoughts and musings on what it means to be a Parent of a child with additional needs.    
In the midst of the sometimes overwhelming volume of information we hope to provide a little inspiration on this journey in which reaching milestones (big and small) can be monumental and sometimes miracles (big and small) may be witnessed.
