Yorkshire, Humber and North East 

Regional Access to Acute Group [RA2A]
Terms of Reference 
Purpose

The purpose of the regional access to acute group is to improve the patient experience of people with learning disabilities [and family/carers] when admitted into the acute hospital setting.  This will be achieved by senior leaders within learning disability services working in partnership with acute trust colleagues.  Members will work together to new performance indicator ‘access to healthcare for people with a learning disability’.  
The group will continue to address the impact of any new policy documents, guidance or national drivers that impact upon the care and treatment of people with learning disability within the acute hospital setting
Aims and Objectives
· To focus upon the acute hospital experience 

· To share and build upon good practice from across the region

· To share challenges and achievements to enable learning across the region

· To maintain links with the national access to acute group and provide feedback at every A2A meeting

· To provide support to local hospitals to improve the patient experience and reduce diagnostic overshadowing

· To work together with the regional health network, SHA and Valuing People leads to improve the acute hospital experience

Membership 

The group will be representative of all divisions and care groups.
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	Allyson Kent
	Deputy Head of Nursing
	Humber Mental Health Teaching NHS Trust
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	Deputy Director of Nursing
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Membership Responsibility

· Attend meetings

· Arrange for a suitably qualified and senior representative when not able to attend a meeting

· Carry out any delegated actions agreed at the meeting

· Provide a two way communication link with the Regional Access to Acute group and their local group/health sub-group/local partnership boards/area/profession/division

Quorum

There must a minimum of be the Chair or Vice Chair present plus a representative from at least 4 areas. 
Meeting arrangements
· The group will meet every 3 months with dates being circulated in advance.

· Agenda and attachments will be emailed 1 week in advance of the meetings 

· The chair or vice chair will be in attendance at all times

· All meetings will be minuted

· Apologies and the attendance of any deputies should be notified to the chair in advance of the meeting

· Minutes of the meeting will be forwarded to the regional Valuing People lead, the chair of the regional health network and an identified lead at the Strategic health authority
· The meeting will be recorded by members on rotation
· Copies of the notes will be held centrally by the chair/vice chair and copies will be posted onto the A2A website
Reporting and accountability
The group will provide feedback to the chair of the regional health network 
Review arrangements

The group will review its objectives on an annual basis

Approval Date:

Review Date: 

