Conference

“Taking Control”

- what Individualised Funding would mean for you and your family
Saturday 18th October 2008

(Conference Extra with Plan Canada to be held on Friday, 17th October) 

Venue: 

The Clarion Hotel, Liffey Valley, Dublin

Conference Fee €65.

€30 for unwaged

    ___________________________________________________

To book or for further information:

Contact Seamus Greene at

takingcontrol18@gmail.com 

or

01-8624100
Is this conference for you?

Do you have a family member with a disability?

Are you a person with an intellectual disability or autism?

Do you work with people with disabilities? 

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED..
· are there alternative ways to fund services?

· are there alternative ways to provide supports and help for people with disabilities?

· if people with disabilities and their family members could be more in control of the ways their services are provided to them?

· if there are different ways to provide for the service needs of a person with a disability that will ensure that they have a good quality of life?

· are there are new ways to make sure people with disabilities can develop lifelong friendships and an enjoyable life?

· In short, is there an alternative way to enhance and ensure that people with disabilities are in greater control of their life, have choices and live their lives like everybody else?

If so, then this conference is for you

Conference Programme

Saturday 18th October

9.00 
Registration

9.15  
Why We're Here - The Vision
· Seamus Greene - NPSA

· Geraldine Graydon - NPSA, 

9.50 

What Happens in Britain: 

Steven Rose.  Steven has worked with people with learning difficulties since 1974. He is Chief Executive of Choice Support which is one of the first large learning disability providers in England to fully embrace the Self Directed Support agenda. He is also Editor of Community Connecting magazine and a Director and founder member of the Association for Supported Living.

10.50 
Tea/Coffee

11.05 Alternative Service Solutions:

· Bernie McWilliams - David's Choice: A family governed service, Ireland.  Bernie is currently involved in setting up living supports in Clifden for her son David who has autism
· Susan Taylor, is a project worker with Vela Microboard Association, Northern Ireland.  She is committed to the concept of empowering individuals to improve the quality of life for people with disabilities and their carers.
· Stephen Williamson, Scotland.  He is the parent of a person with a disability and also has much experience of individualised funding in Scotland.  

· Julie Simpson - Executive Director, Parent to Parent Association Queensland Inc.  For a number of years Parent to Parent Association. has been involved in seeking desirable futures for people with a disability, and their families, as they make transitions throughout their life.
· Vivien Soave- Sibling, England. Vivien’s sister Donna  has severe learning disabilities and autism with little to no verbal communication.  She has carried around a label of being challenging when really just trying to have her feelings understood.  She lived in residential care settings from age 13yrs-43yrs.  Now, she has her own home, staff team and a better life all round.  Vivien will talk about how she achieved this.

· Vicki Cammack - PLAN, Canada, Vickie is someone who finds and implements innovative solutions in the social sector. She is a recognized Canadian source of inspiration, innovative ideas and demonstrable solutions related to community, citizenship and disability.  Vickie is a co-founder of PLAN and co-author of ‘Safe and Secure - Six Steps to Creating a Personal Future Plan for People with Disabilities’.
12.20 
Workshops/Discussion Groups

Each of the above speakers will give a more detailed account of their experiences.  Delegates will choose which workshop to attend on the day.

1.20

Lunch 

2.15

Workshops/Discussion Groups, as for 12.20 session 

3.00
Open Forum  - Where to from here?  What if individual funding became the norm in Ireland?

Brendan Broderick,  National Federation of Voluntary Bodies.
James O'Grady,  Policy Advisor in the office of the Minister for Equality, Disability and Mental Health 
Third speaker to be confirmed

4.00 – 4.30
Closing session


Conference Extra

Friday 17th October

This is a special opportunity for those who can attend on the day before the main conference to work with Vicki Cammack on how Personal  Networks operate.  See information on Vicki and on PLAN.

10.30
Registration

11.00
PLAN Canada

Vickie Cammack

1.00

Lunch
2.00

PLAN Canada
Vickie Cammack

3.0 Open Forum

3.30

Close

What is Individualised Funding?

Individualised funding gives the person with a disability an alternative option for funding their service.  The person establishes his/her needs and utilizes the resulting service plan to secure funding for the service.  Then he/she chooses who supports them in the implementation of the plan and how the plan should be implemented.  The person directs the service that is required, where it will be delivered and how it will be received.  The individualised funding option ensures that traditional models of service delivery do not have to be mandatory to the receiver although it does not exclude them.  It gives the person and all their family the option of being more involved in directing the services that will best support their needs.  Coupled with other necessary best practices and parameters it can significantly enhance the quality of life of a person with a disability
At the Conference…
There will be speakers from the UK, Australia, Canada and Ireland who will tell of their experiences in those countries.  Parents, and people involved with services in Ireland will also talk of the current steps being taken to create individualised funding and will look at what might be achieved in the future.

From the UK: IN CONTROL, who, for the last five years have been leading a national initiative to put people in charge of their lives and the resources they need in order to live the life they want. 

“In Control is for everybody who wants to control their support. We have tools and information freely available to help you take control…”  www.in-control.org.uk
From Canada: PLAN has stimulated a paradigm shift, spawning a global family leadership movement, and markedly affecting social policy in Canada. “For those of us who have a relative with a disability, one of the most pressing questions we face is, “what will happen to my family member when I die?” PLAN was created to help families answer this question… that ensures that they will not only have access to the programs and services that they need, but that they will be surrounded by loving and caring networks of friends.”  www.planinstitute.ca
From Australia:  Parent to Parent Association is a network of parents and family members who have a son or daughter with a disability. 

It has Local Networks of Parent to Parent across Queensland. As well as regional networks of Dads Appreciating Disabilities, a network of fathers and other men who want to gain companionship, create supportive networks and build positive futures for people who have a disability.

In this way families have a point of reference in their local community for support and information by connecting family members with other families for information
The Vela Microboards NI offers people with disabilities in Northern Ireland support and guidance during each stage of developing an individual Microboard to deliver their Person Centred Plan 
National Federation of Voluntary Bodies:  the national umbrella organisation for voluntary/non-statutory agencies who provide direct services to people with intellectual disability. 
Conference Organisers

· Autism LifeCare Trust

· Down Syndrome Ireland

· Inclusion Ireland

· National Parents & Siblings Alliance 

· NIID – Trinity College

· Partners for Change

· RehabCare

· Sisters of Charity of Jesus & Mary/Muiriosa Foundation
Registration Form 

“Taking Control” - What Individualised Funding would mean for you and your family

Friday, 17th and Saturday, 18th October 2008

Clarion Hotel, Liffey Valley  


Name 


Address

Organisation

(If appropriate) 

Telephone


Email 

Conference Fee for the main conference on Saturday 18th is €65 / €35 for the unwaged.  This includes a light lunch.  Those attending on Saturday have free admission to the Conference Extra on Friday.

Conference fee – please tick relevant box

Waged 
€65


Unwaged
€30


I will be attending the Conference (please tick):  

I will also be attending the Conference Extra: 

_________________________________________________________________________

Please complete this form, and send with payment by cheque or postal order made payable to “Taking Control”  to 

Seamus Greene, 31, Magenta Hall, Santry, Dublin, 9.

The e-mail address for the conference is:  takingcontrol18@gmail.com 



How to get there…

The Conference will take place in the Clarion Hotel, Liffey Valley, Dublin 22

The Clarion Hotel Dublin Liffey Valley is located on the N4, close to the M50, just 6 miles to Dublin's city centre, and 9 miles to Dublin Airport.  


Directions from City Centre:
From O'Connell Street Bridge in the city centre drive along the quays (westbound) and follows signs for The West / N4 /M50. Cross over the M50 Motorway onto the N4 / Sligo. When on the N4 move to left hand lane and follow signs for Liffey Valley Shopping Centre (this will be the first exit off the N4). Take left exit at first roundabout; take left exit at 2nd roundabout. At third Roundabout (Renault Garage) take left exit. The hotel is located on the right hand side.

Directions from Dublin Airport:
Exit Dublin Airport and take M1 Motorway signposted for City Centre / M50. Take first exit off M1 signposted for M50 Southbound. Drive for approximately 8 miles to Toll Bridge. Drive through Toll Booth and take next exit sign posted Exit 7 for N4 Sligo / The West / Lucan. When on the N4 move to left hand lane and follow signs for Liffey Valley Shopping Centre (this will be the first exit off the N4). Take left exit at first roundabout; take left exit at 2nd roundabout. At third Roundabout (Renault Garage) take left exit. The hotel is located on the right hand side. 
Accommodation 


Should you require accommodation in the hotel, rooms can be booked directly with the Clarion Hotel,


Liffey Valley, Dublin by calling 01-6258000. A special B&B conference rate is available at €94 per 


night.
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