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21st November 2006
PRESS RELEASE DRAFT
‘NURSING TEAM WINS NATIONAL AWARD’
The Leeds based Children’s Learning Disability Nursing Team has won a prestigious national award in the Nursing Times Awards 2006. The winning entry from the team of Nicci Isaac (Clinical Leader) Stephen Simpson, Julie Sutton, Cherie Marriott, Jill Cavasi (Children’s Learning Disability Nurses) and Fiona Flanagan (Team Secretary)  is a highly imaginative teaching pack on puberty and sexuality for children with a learning disability aged between 9 and18 years old.

Stephen Simpson says: “Referrals to our team showed that children with learning disabilities weren’t receiving adequate sex and relationships education (SRE) in the schools they attended. The sheer volume of these referrals meant that we needed to address this and we developed a teaching pack, ‘Puberty and Sexuality for children with a Learning Disability’. This was based on National Curriculum objectives and delivered as a workshop in schools.”   

“The response from school nurses, teachers and health professionals who have already used it has been extremely positive.”

Covering issues such as body changes, consent, personal hygiene and relationships the pack is aimed at any professional group working with children with a learning disability to help them offer appropriate SRE. 
The team entered the awards to raise the profile of children with a learning disability and the current inequality with their mainstream peers in the subject of sexual health.

Rachel Downey (Editor), Nursing Times said: “This fabulous project showed understanding, sensitivity and empathy…… the judges called it a brilliant resource that could easily be transferred to mainstream primary education.”      

The Department of Health has already shown a keen interest and the team are hopeful that it will be rolled out nationally. 

It is currently available for professionals working in Leeds from the Public Health Resource Centre, Leeds.

This is the second year running that Children’s Services in Leeds have been successful at the Nursing Times Awards ceremony.

ENDS

For more information or media enquiries, please contact Carolyn Walker, Communications Officer on 0113 305 9793 or Pat Shepherd Business & Communications Manager on 0113 305 9816 

Note to editors

Leeds Primary Care Trust (PCT) was created on 1 October 2006, following the merger of Leeds North West, Leeds West, Leeds North East, East Leeds and South Leeds PCTs.

The PCT is responsible for ensuring that the people of Leeds have access to the health services they need, along with directly providing a wide range of community-based services across the city. In addition to directly providing care for local people, we work closely with GP practices, pharmacists, optometrists, dentists, hospital trusts, social services, mental health services and community and voluntary organisations to commission and fund the healthcare they provide to people in Leeds.

The PCT also undertakes a broad range of public health initiatives to improve the health and quality of life for local people.
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