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Project Briefing- PA Net

	Project Title
	Personal Assistants National Network 

	Project Lead/Manager
	Yvonne Furze.

yvonne.furze@arcuk.org.uk

	Project Staff
	Dorothy Robinson–Project Admin

Dorothy.robinson@arcuk.org.uk

	Project coverage (geographical)
	National (All client groups)

	Funders
	Department of Health

	Project duration
	3 years 


The Aim of the Project 

This project will assist the growth and development of the role, the status, and the viability of the PA function by making it easier for PAs and their employers to access information about responsibilities and rights, standards and training, legislation and guidance.  This, in turn, will make the role of PA more attractive and less isolated, and will encourage more people to seek Direct Payments or Individualised Budgets in order to manage their own support.

Activity to date

The Advisory Group has met three times and includes representatives from Unison, the General Social Care Council, Skills for Care, the Social Care Institute for Excellence, the Learning and Skills Council, the National Centres for Independent Living, along with two PA Users and a PA.  The next Advisory Group meeting will be held in October 2008. 

A website is being developed to support Personal Assistants (PAs) and potential PAs, along with existing Individual Budget or Direct Payments recipients.  The web site is intended to be a ‘one stop shop’ for all the needs of the employee (PA), and to offer information and good links to the employer (PA user). Although the website will include many links to other sites and sources of information and support, it will primarily aim to satisfy the needs of PAs, providing much documentation and advice relevant to this group of workers. 

A database is being developed and will be the basis of the Network, Local Authorities are being asked to advise potential and existing Individual Budget or Direct Payments recipients and PA groups in their areas about the network to enable them to enrol as members. An E-Forum will be established shortly, that will enable PAs to seek support and share good practice and ideas with their peers across the country.  This will be moderated by ARC to ensure data protection and confidentiality.

Funding for relevant training and new training methods and qualifications is being identified.  More information will be gathered from the network as it grows.

Targets for the Project

To create a knowledge centre for Personal Assistants, and potential and existing Individual Budget or Direct Payments recipients. 

To become a National resource centre for PA training, securing funding and identifying training needs.

To develop the recognition of the importance of the role of PAs, which leads to an increase in the number of PAs 

To encourage the take up of Direct Payments and Individual Budgets.

The PA Network would act as the vehicle to identify training and support needs.
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