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There have been two replies to this original query, below, listed under. 

From Maurice Devine e-mail: Maurice_Devine@DLTrust.n-i.nhs.uk 

Hi All, 

We are currently having a close look at the dental health needs of PWLD, with a particular examination around developing approaches and strategies that are preventative in nature. 

Central to our considerations is how we can look beyond dental professionals, and utilise the broad range of staff who are closely involved with PWLD to promote dental health as part of general health. 

Just wondering if anyone has done anything similar or introduced specific dental health promotion activities or strategies that they would be willing to share. 

Cheers Maurice 

Maurice Devine Nurse Consultant (Learning Disability) Disability Services 2nd Floor Thompson House Hospital 19-21 Magheralave Road Lisburn BT28 3BP Tel Nos. Office : 02892633190 Ext. 104 Mobile : 07739879403 

1. From Hannah Crawford e-mail: Hannah.Crawford@cddps.northy.nhs.uk 

Hi Network and Maurice, Delighted to hear that oral health is being recognised as important. We know that dysphagia is a significant issue for people with LD, and particularly with PMLD, but one of the key indicators for impact of dysphagia is oral health. Have you done any work with your speech & language therapists, who I imagine would be delighted to be involved in any promotion/care pathway work? Sorry to follow with another question! 

I know of some Speech & Language Therapists who have done, and are doing project work around developing MDT skills with regard to identification of oral health problems. Let me check them out to see if I can put you into contact with them. 

Kind regards 

Hannah Crawford Consultant Speech & Language Therapist (ALD Dysphagia) RCSLT Professional Advisor 
Tees, Esk & Wear Valleys NHS Trust Sniperley House Earls House Lanchester Road Durham DH1 5RD 
Tel. 0191 333 6546 Fax. 0191 333 6594 

2. From Karen Breese e-mail: Karen.Breese@shropshirepct.nhs.uk 

Hi, 

In light of all the issues with have with dentists I met with the Oral health Promotion team in Shropshire and last year we put on 3 half training days with them for paid carers ,this went really well .The training covered all about teeth and gum disease ,the importance of good oral hygiene, sugar content in foods ,options to help as well as brushing teeth ,Half of the morning was formal and half group work. The oral health promotion team now attend all our events to provide stands and information; so far we have done Men's Health and in October will be holding the women's health events. 

I have completed training with the team members from all areas of Health Promotion; this has been a great link with the team and dentists locally. We are looking at now rolling out training to family Carer's and service users. 

Hope this is of help. 

Karen Breese 
Health Access Nurse 
Adult Learning Disability Division (Health) 
01743 261181

