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Opportunities, Partnerships, Educating and Networking
The open meeting was created in 2002 for a range of practitioners (covering education, health and social care) to share knowledge and experiences with each other and people with intellectual disabilities and their carers. 25-45 people regularly attend each of the 5-8 meetings a year. This unique approach to knowledge and skills sharing has led to the development and maintenance of service user, carer and inter-professional partnerships in terms of practice, education and service delivery through altering negative attitudes by breaking down barriers. 

The word ‘open’ has come to signify; Opportunities, Partnerships, Educating and Networking. There have been four evaluations relating to the effectiveness of the meeting and the general feedback is that the meetings have led to improved relationships by sharing information, developing networks, enhancing leadership, delivering best practice and continuing professional development within all sectors.

The focus on collaborative partnerships related to practice, education and service delivery is enabling members to become more effective leaders, role models and change agents. It is envisaged that this inclusive meeting will be adapted within a variety of health, social and educational settings covering a range of interests and client groups in many countries to improve leadership, practice, education and service delivery. 

For more information contact:

Jim Blair – jblair@sgul.kingston.ac.uk   mobile 07768145283
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