Something in the Air

Briefing document for audience booking
Oily Cart has been creating shows for young people with complex disabilities or an autistic spectrum disorder since 1988. We had a great success with BLUE, our production for these audiences, at the first MANCHESTER INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL in 2007.   

Now the Manchester International Festival 2009 has commissioned us to create SOMETHING in the Air in collaboration with Ockham’s Razor, Britain’s most exciting young circus performance company.

Something in the Air is unique because each member of the audience will be comfortably and safely seated in a specially designed chair in which he or she can be gently winched up into the air. There they can swing, bounce and sway along with the aerial performers. 

The show will be multi-sensory, with beautiful textures to touch and smells to smell, delightful visuals and live musicians. It will be a highly interactive experience with an audience of only six young people. Each young person must be accompanied by an adult companion (perhaps a parent or a teacher). The adult companions each have their own seat alongside the young person and will help to choose how high to go – or how low to stay. The small audience size means that much of the performance can be one-to-one and so readily adapted to the specific requirements of each young person. 

The characters are beautiful NEST PEOPLE who will share their enjoyment for many lovely sensations but in particular their love of movement. 

The Nest People live in a green coloured world and are fascinated by red objects. Please bring along a small red gift: a piece of paper, a red ribbon or a red apple, to make friends with the Nest People.

We are incorporating a chill out area in the performance space and another one in an adjacent room so that young people can take a short break from the performance if they need it. They can come out of the chairs, they can ask not to go up in the air at all or they can choose to come down at any time. There will always be company members on hand to enable this to happen.

During rehearsals for this show, the majority of young people have enjoyed the experience of movement very much. However those very afraid of heights or those who would not allow us to put them in the safety belt which comes with the chairs, might like to come to a different Oily Cart show at another time. This show will not appeal to everyone and we ask bookers to think carefully before deciding to ask for tickets.

As well as the “Nest” chairs, we will have four hanging “leaf” chairs and a hoist to transfer young people with severe disabilities. In addition, we will have a couple of platforms to raise up wheelchair users in their chairs if that is preferable. Seating arrangements should be discussed at time of booking.

There will be access to a very special waiting room where Nest People will greet the audience. Music from the show and video will prepare you for what is to come. We suggest that you arrive at least 20 minutes early to relax and get in the mood. 

The safety belts for the “nest” chairs have straps which go around the waist. We suggest that you all wear trousers for comfort.

Oily Cart is making a downloadable SOCIAL STORY for the show. It is a short booklet describing the experience from the young person’s point of view. The Social Story will have more photos of the characters and the set. It will be available at www.oilycart.org.uk from 25 May 2009.

For more details about the MANCHESTER INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL, visit the website at www.mif.co.uk
