A REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR 

THE CHILDREN’S WORKFORCE


FOETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDERS
	Date
	Venue
	Time

	Thursday

19th June 2012
	The Oakwood Centre
Eaglescliffe Stockton on Tees
	9.30am – 3.30pm


Cost:  £50.00 per delegate + VAT (Professionals)

                £15.00 per delegate + VAT (Parents & Carers)

TARGET AUDIENCE:

Do you work with children and young people in your role in: - 
· Headteachers, Teachers, SENCOS & Teaching Assistants 

· Leaders of PHSE, Leaders of Behaviour 
· Foster Carers and Adoptive Parents 

· Speech and Occupational Therapists 
· Social Work and Education 
· Medical/Health Professionals 
· Maternity Services – Midwives

· Health Visitors, School Nurses 
· Youth Justice Services, Youth Teams
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Children’s Services 

· Probation Services
· Police Services
· Fire Services 
· GPs

Then this informative day is for you.  
This one-day conference will give delegates the opportunity to understand and explore the range of issues facing children and young people with Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders.  Understanding the behavioural issues and characteristics, its affect on social and emotional development and how this impacts on children and young people’s ability to engage in learning. 

Helen Gordon Associates has worked with the FASD Network to develop this one-day conference, enabling access for the wider Children’s Workforce.

MAIN SPEAKERS - Mary K. Cunningham, FASD Educator Toronto Canada. 

Mary K. Cunningham, B.Ed, P.H.Ec, FASD Educator and Advocate. Mary is a professional home economist and Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder educator and advocate. She is retired from a 30-year career as a secondary school educator with experience as a teacher, department head, educational consultant, curriculum developer, and textbook author. For most of her career has taught in Canada. 


Mary met FASD head on in 1998 when she realized, after 18 years of very challenging parenting, that her second child had ARND, the most common form of Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder. Parenting a young person with FASD changed her professional practice and underscores her current education and
advocacy efforts in FASD prevention and intervention. 


Her focus at present is success for students with FASD and the welfare of people with FASD in the justice system. She is published on both of these topics and presents widely on FASD across Canada. She was a co-author of the student text, Parenting in Canada, (Thomson, 2003) and a writer-researcher
for the website www.fasdjustice.on.ca.
Liam Curran M.Sc. BASW, DipSW is a practicing Senior Supervising Social Worker with Fostering People Ireland based in Glasnevin, Dublin. He also serves as a Director of Arc Adoption based in Dublin. 

He is a NQSWB Registered social worker with over 24 years of work within the division of children & families social work. He has extensive experience of front line practice within child protection, residential and disability services of both Ireland and the UK.  He is a member of the Irish Association of Social Work (IASW). Liam has an extensive interest in social policy research and was published by the Liffey Press on the subject of the ‘Protecting Unborn Child’ in 2008. In 2011, Liam successfully completed his studies at the University of Wisconsin, Great Lakes Training Service to become Europe’s first Social Worker to be as a Certified Educator of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder(s). In recent times Liam has provided FASD Education events in Ireland, United Kingdom, Netherlands and Poland. 
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The FASD Network was founded by Maria Catterick, a foster carer with a social care background and Sarah Pickard, an adopter and health visitor.  They both share the common experience of raising children with Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder.  In an effort to bring support mechanisms to other families in the same position, the Network was established in 2011.  Within months, numerous families registered with the Network and enquiries flooded in through Facebook and their website from across the North East, Cumbria and North Yorkshire.  Professionals across a wide range of disciplines approached the Network in large numbers requesting staff training.  Due to the volume of requests the decision was made that a conference would effectively gather together parents, carers and professionals across the region to enable a vibrant exchange of knowledge and information.

Commonly, it is the experience of people with FASD that professionals have not been equipped with the training and knowledge of how to accommodate their disability and as a result may view their negative behaviour as intentional misbehaviour rather than organic brain damage caused by alcohol.  

This one-off seminar will explain the nature of foetal alcohol spectrum disorder and FASD specialists within education and social work will explain how FASD impacts on service provision.   We will explore together how to enable success for our amazing children and young people and their carers and families.
We will be actively supporting the Be Healthy Agenda at this event and all menus at this event will provide healthier options to contribute to better health.

BOOKING FORM

Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Conference

	Forename:
	Surname



	Address:



	
	Post Code:



	Telephone Number:
	

	Email Address:



	Job Title:



	Special Requirements:


	

	Manager/Headteacher Signature:



	Please provide address for invoicing if different from above:



	Date:
	Purchase Order No:


To reserve your place(s) please return your completed booking form to:

Tel:          01740 601039
Fax:         01740 601102
Post:        Helen Gordon Associates PO Box 681, Billingham TS22 5WU
Email:      admin@helengordonassociates.com
	Confirmation/Cancellation Policy for Course Bookings:  We will confirm all places booked. Delegates may be substituted at any time. Non-attendance will be charged for as will cancellations received in writing less than 10 working days prior to an event.  We reserve the right to cancel a course at any time.


Don’t miss this unique opportunity to gain specialist training.  


Please book early to avoid disappointment.











Helen Gordon Associates


Developing the Children’s Workforce
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