Valuing People Now Consultation

Background

The white paper Valuing People (2001) set out the Government's vision for people with a learning disability, across a range of services based on four key principles of rights, independence, choice, and inclusion.  It aimed to achieve equality of citizenship for people with learning disabilities, and its vision covered a range of issues including health, housing and employment.
The Government has decided it is time to “refresh” the Valuing People policy.  In December 2007 it published a consultation document -Valuing People Now: From progress to Transformation, which sets out proposed priorities for the provision of services for people with learning disabilities from 2008 – 2011.  This document outlines how it plans to fulfill existing policy commitments made in Valuing People and also subsequent health and social care policies.  It includes a section on Partnership with Carers.
The Department of Health would like to know what people think about these proposals, and is seeking the views of people with learning disabilities, carers, and people who work with/ for or in the services used by people with learning disabilities. A final document will be produced by summer 2008 and will show how the Department of Health has responded to what people say in the consultation.

Content of Valuing People Now

Big Priorities

The paper outlines the Government’s proposed priorities for 2008 – 2011 which are:

· The Personalisation Agenda

· What people do during the day

· Better Health

· Access to housing

· Making sure that change happens

It is suggested that in taking forward these priorities, there should be a particular focus on achieving positive outcomes for people who are at greatest risk of exclusion: 

· People with complex support needs

· People from minority ethnic communities

There are also sections on The Wider Agenda for these priorities:
· Advocacy and Rights

· Partnership with Families

· Including Everyone

· People as Local Citizens

· Making the Transition to Adulthood a Positive Experience

· Improving the Workforce

	Valuing People big priorities:
	Some possible issues for family carers include:

	Personalisation -

so that people have real choice and control over their lives and services
	The need for information, support services, and links with other family carers who have experience of their relatives having personal budgets - to know the options and preferred level of involvement in purchasing support, thinking about activities or managing money.  Personalisation should not exploit family carers or make their relatives more dependent on them.



	What people do during the day
(and evenings and weekends) – helping people to be properly included in their communities, with a particular focus on paid work
	Concerns about over emphasis on paid work rather than meaningful activity, and about preventing reduction in support/ further cuts.  The need for family carers to be included in and ensure person centred approaches really are taken.



	Better Health –
Ensuring that the NHS provides full and equal access to good quality healthcare
	The need for family carers to be engaged in the debate with PCTs about the best ways of reducing health inequalities and building inclusive services.  Maintaining family carers own health should also be a priority.



	Access to housing –

Housing that people want and need with a particular emphasis on home ownership and tenancies
	The need for good quality information and free help regarding housing options in order to support their relatives to make choices.



	The Major Priority:
	Some possible issues for family carers include:

	Making sure that change happens and the policy is delivered –

Including making Partnership Boards more effective

	The need for local and national communications about all strategies, implementation timelines and monitoring to include family carers.
Continuing support for opportunities to involve family carers and enable them to have their say, including those offered by the National Family Carers Network.  


Children with a Learning Disability 

Although Valuing People covered children with a learning disability as well as adults, the Government has since produced several other policies about children, so the renewal of Valuing People does not focus on children.
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