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To: 
Learning Disability Partnership Boards, Commissioners of Learning Disability Services, Clinical Directors or Leads of Learning Disability community and secure services, Specialist Secure Commissioners, Learning Disability CSIP Regional Leads (Valuing People Support Team), CSIP Prison Healthcare Leads, Prison Healthcare Managers, MAPPA representativess

Tough Times Project and Learning Days – Raising the profile of offenders with Learning Disabilities ‘stuck’ in the secure care system
In 2004, The National Development Team obtained a small grant from the Department of Health to work with local community teams, regional secure services, voluntary & campaigning organisations to understand why people are sent to and left in secure care longer than clinically warranted.   We produced three learning sheets that identify what we have learned through this work; they can be accessed through the following link: http://www.ndt.org.uk/projectsN/TTFactS.htm  In order to launch the knowledge gained during this project and to expand upon it, we will be hosting three learning days:

· Wednesday 17th January in the North West;
· Tuesday 23rd January in London;
· Monday 26th February in Leicestershire.
The aim of these days is to support localities to develop or re-design local services to support adults with learning disabilities and high risks, in their own communities.  There will be presentations from services that successfully support people with high risks in their own homes and communities so you can hear and learn from them directly.

A draft programme for the day is enclosed.  We would particularly like to target our colleagues in Criminal Justice Services to attend the London date (23rd January) and they will be given priority for this date.  The maximum numbers available to attend each day is 70 people and our closing date for applications is: Friday 1 December 2006.  The charge for these days are: £50/person for the North West and Leicestershire (for room hire, refreshments, lunch and information); for London, as the venue is free, our charge is £10/person.  Can you please complete the application below and send it to our main office before the 1 December 2006.  We will let you know which learning day you have been allocated and will request payment prior to these events.  We are trying to reach the people who have the authority to make a difference in the services that they commission or provide.  It would be helpful to have at least one senior representative responsible for commissioning and the provision of health, social care and criminal justice services per locality.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Wendy Silberman on: (0115) 952-4183 or e-mail: wendy.silberman@ntlworld.com We look forward to your response and thank-you for your support.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Application to attend the Tough Times Learning Days

Name:………………………………………………………

Job Title and Organisation………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What do you do in your job (brief description) and how does this relate to people who are sent into or returning from secure care?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Telephone:………………………………………………

E-mail:………………………………………………………………….

Dates - please indicate 1st, 2nd, 3rd preferences:
·  Wednesday 17th January in the North West; 

· Tuesday 23rd January in London;




· Monday 26th February in Leicestershire.


Please return completed application form to: The National Development Team, Unit 10, Hill View Business Park, Old Ipswich Road, Claydon, Ipswich, IP6 OAJ, e-mail: office@ndt.org.uk no later than 1 December 2006.  Thank-you.
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