SENIOR LECTURER TO TELL INSPIRATIONAL STORY AT OPEN DAY

A University of Wolverhampton lecturer who was inspired by his aunt to work with people with learning disabilities will share his experiences at an Open Day later this month.

Steve Neville has organised the Learning Disability Nursing Careers awareness day at the University’s Walsall Campus on July 23, to encourage would-be students .

Mr Neville, of Telford, had a close relationship with his aunt Jen, who had learning disabilities. She inspired him to forge a career in this area and he is now helping others to develop their skills at the University’s School of Health.

He said: “My aunt taught me so much about life; how to enjoy myself and have fun.  She had learning disabilities and additional health needs which meant she needed some extra support.

“As I was growing up, I attended many social events as a volunteer with my aunt by my side. I later became her advocate, ensuring everybody heard her voice.”

 His aunt, who has now passed away, helped Mr Neville along the way, to qualify for a career in learning disability nursing, which he said had been incredibly rewarding.

“Completing my learning disability nurse training not only helped me to support others but has also given me fantastic career opportunities including counselling and psychotherapy training, working as a specialist community nurse and teaching as a university senior lecturer,” he added. “I would definitely recommend it as a career.”

Mr Neville said he had organised the awareness day, which will be from 10am-1pm,  to encourage others to study Learning Disability Nursing.  All students on the course would benefit from a non means tested bursary to give them financial support while they study.

The day will include talks from staff, students and graduates, presentations and tours of facilities, including a special sensory room at the Campus. There will also be a video about working in a children’s hospice. 

Anyone interested in a career related to learning disability nursing who has five GCSEs or NVQ Level Three or equivalent is welcome to attend.

For more information call 01902 518800.

ENDS

For more information please contact Emma Kilvert in the press office on 01902 322003.

