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HEAVY LOAD

Winner of Audience Award at BritDoc


Directed by Jerry Rothwell

Produced by Al Morrow, Jonny Persey

and Jerry Rothwell 

Heavy Load is Lewes’ answer to the Ramones, a punk outfit subject to the inflammatory mix of ego, fantasy, and desire that fuels any emerging band.  They’re also, uniquely, made up of musicians with and without learning disabilities, which makes the band’s survival a precarious negotiation between two different worlds: on the one hand the institutional timetable of day centres, work placements and social workers; on the other the chaotic slacker life of rehearsal rooms, studios and gigs.

Specialising in thrash covers of late 70’s punk – or punk versions of recent pop, Heavy Load is unlikely to have a top ten hit. ‘We like to take a classic song’ says guitarist Mick, ‘and crucify it’. Their cacophonic reinterpretation of Kylie’s Can’t Get You Out Of My Head possesses a frenzied anarchy that bears no resemblance to the disco original.  Their howled version of the Troggs’ Wild Thing adds a psychotic menace that makes you forget that this was once a love song.  On stage the band fizz with an energy that belies the expectations the world has of the ‘spaz’ or the ‘moron’ or the ‘idiot’. They survive through a combination of raucous energy, attitude and sheer volume.

Shot over two years when the band record their first album The Queen Mother’s Dead, the film is a comedy of conflicting ambitions capturing the sweat and romance of playing in a band as they move out of the ghetto of disability club nights to test whether their dreams can survive in the mainstream.   

Certificate: TBC

Running Time: 91 minutes

Website: www.heavyloadthemovie.com
Released in UK cinemas 3rd October 2008

[image: image1.jpg]ORGANIC MARKETING
ONILINHVYIA DINVOHO
ORGANIC MARKETING





 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image003.jpg@01C8FEBF.EBC6C4A0" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.jpg]@ METFILM




