
Facts and Figures

Children and Young People with a Learning Disability


How many children have a learning disability? 

· In England there are an estimated 12.3 million children aged 0-19

· It is estimated that approximately 2.8% of children have a learning disability

· There are 346,000 children aged 0-19 with a learning disability

· There are 83,000 children aged 0-5 with a learning disability 

· There are 178,000 children aged 5-14 with a learning disability 

· There are 85,000 children aged 15-19 with a learning disability

How many children have a disability?

· There are approximately 770,000 disabled children in England. This is 7% of all children

How many pupils have Special Educational Needs?

In January 2008 there were 7.3 million pupils

· Approximately 1.5.million pupils have Special Educational Needs (SEN)

· 223,430 pupils have statements of SEN in England in 2008
· 1.3 million pupils have SEN without statements in England in 2008 

How many disabled children receive support from social services?
· Approximately 4% of disabled children receive support from Social Services
 . This is 34,100 disabled children out of a total of 770,000.
· 11,800 disabled children are “looked after” by the local authority. This is approximately 18% of all “looked after” children 
· 22,300 disabled children are supported at home by the local authority.  This is approximately 13% of all children in need  

There are further useful facts and figures sheets on:

· Early years

· Education for children and young people under the age of 18

· Sport and leisure

· Poverty and families with a disabled child

· Short breaks for parents of a disabled child


NB: Please note that these facts and figures only apply to England and are accurate for July 2008





NB: Please note that these facts and figures only apply to England and are accurate for July 2008.
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� pupil characteristics and class sizes in maintained schools in England 2008 DfES 
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