
Facts and Figures

Education for Children and Young People under 18


Essential Facts
· There are 210,000 children aged 5-19 in England who have SEN and learning disability as their primary special educational need.  

· An estimated 1.5 million pupils, in England are considered, by their school, to have Special Educational Needs (SEN)
 

· Pupils with SEN are over 9 times more likely to be permanently excluded from school than the rest of the school population 

· In January 2007 there were 1,078 special schools
 
General Statistics 

How many pupils are there in schools in England?  
In January 2008 there were 7.3 million pupils

There were approximately:

· 4 million pupils in primary schools 

· 3.2 million pupils in secondary schools 

· 85,000 pupils in special schools
 

How many schools are there in England?

In January 2006, there were 25,018 maintained and independent schools in England

There were: 

· 17,351 primary schools

· 3,343 secondary schools

· 1,078 special schools
· 46 Academies
 
How many schools are fully accessible for children with disabilities? 
Only 1 in every 5 primary schools and 1 in every 10 secondary schools are fully accessible.

How many special schools are seen to be failing? 
12 special schools were deemed to be in “special measures” i.e. failing by Ofsted in December 2007

Learning Disability Statistics

How many pupils are there, aged 5-19, who have a learning disability? 
In 2008 approximately 2.8% of all pupils have a learning disability. Of these:

· 172,000 pupils had a moderate learning disability. 

· 29,000 pupils had a severe learning disability. 

· 9,000 pupils had profound and multiple learning disabilities.

What is the most prevalent need amongst SEN pupils?

On average 32% of children with SEN have a moderate, severe or profound and multiple learning disability making learning disability the most common type of special educational need.

Special Educational Needs Statistics

How many pupils are there in England with SEN?

Approximately 1.5 million pupils, in England are considered by their school to have SEN

Pupils with a statement of SEN 
223,430 had statements of SEN. This is 2.8% of all pupils. Of these:
· 37% attend special schools 
· 27% attend mainstream primary schools

· 30% attend mainstream secondary schools
· 6% attend independent or non- maintained schools

How many pupils are there who have SEN but who do not have a statement? 
In 2008, there were approximately 1.3 million pupils with SEN but no statement. Of these:

· 0.1% attend special schools 

· 53% attend primary schools

· 42% attend secondary schools

· 4% attend independent or non maintained schools

How many appeals have there been to the SEN tribunal?

During 2006/07 the SEN and disability tribunal received 3,370 appeals
 

4 out of 10 appeals were against refusal to assess. The next most common form of appeal was against contents of statements (2 out of 10).

Of all of the registered appeals in 2006/07, 6% were about children with moderate learning difficulties, 1% were about children with severe learning difficulties and 1% were about children with a profound and multiple learning disability

(NB the largest number of appeals is for children with autistic spectrum disorder)
How many pupils with SEN have been excluded? 
In 2006/07, 780 children with SEN and a statement were permanently excluded. 

In 2006/07, 5,320 children with SEN and no statements were permanently excluded. 


NB: Please note that the statistics provided in this fact sheet relate only to England and are accurate for July 2008.
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