Environmental Scan1 – Relevant News on Disability Issues
(Sept-Oct, 2009)

International Issues

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	10/15/09
	The UK Health and Learning Disability Network is hosted by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk 
	http://www.csunconference.org/index.cfm?EID=80000218 
Alternatively try: http://snipurl.com/sixgt 
The 25th Annual International Technology & Persons with Disabilities Conference Please save the date, and the new location for our 25th anniversary conference:

March 22-27, 2010 Manchester Grand Hyatt Hotel San Diego, CA

	10/17/09
	http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-10/17/content_12255542.htm
	 Persons with disabilities in the Pacific will be the focus of a Pacific Islands Forum ministerial meeting that will be held in Rarotonga, the Cook Islands on Oct. 21-23.

    The Forum Disability Ministers Meeting is the first such meeting to be convened by the Forum Secretariat, the Secretariat said in a statement on Saturday.

    "This is a landmark meeting as it signals the first time that the Forum Secretariat has convened a ministerial meeting with a human rights focus," says Feleti Teo, acting Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat.

    "Although significant progress has been made in our Forum Island Countries in the advancement of issues facing people with disabilities, many challenges remain. Persons with disabilities deserve the practical concern of the Pacific community as around 10 percent of all populations have a disability, and also because of their particular human and social condition," Teo said.

    At their meeting in Australia's Cairns in August, Pacific Islands Forum Leaders, "reaffirmed the need for more attention to be directed to the region's most disadvantaged people - people with disabilities - who are among the poorest and most vulnerable in the world."

    With the theme: Strengthening Partnerships for Disability Inclusive Development in the Pacific, the meeting in the Cook Islands will discuss the Pacific regional strategy on disability, key international and regional agreements on disability and disability in the national planning process.

	1/11/10
	http://www.cnn.com/2010/TECH/01/11/ces.wrap.up/index.html
	Blio e-reader

Amid a crowd of promising new electronic readers at CES, this one stood out. This software application, built in part by futurist-inventor Ray Kurzweil, turns almost any laptop, netbook or smartphone into an image-rich, full-color electronic reader. Blio uses publishers' original PDF files to preserve the exact format of books and magazines while supporting interactive multimedia, including video and Web links. It will launch with an online store featuring more than 1.2 million titles. Best of all: It's free.

Available: Late February

Why it's cool: Blio also has a read-aloud feature and will translate to or from English. It looked impressive in a demo at CES. Tivit mobile TV add-on for phones

See http://blioreader.com/ 


Canada
	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	9/29/09
	http://www.optimumonline.ca/archives.phtml?volume=39&
(Note: Free registration is required for access to articles.)
	Optimum Online
Volume 39, Issue 3 - Sep 2009

A short editorial on employment insurance 

Don R. Allen and Gilles Paquet

Ombudspersons as producers of governance

Gilles Paquet

An ombudsman can influence attitudes 

Laura Bruneau

Letting the Watchdog Off the Leash

André Marin

Strenghtening The Confidence In Public Procurement

Shahid Minto

Subsidiarity: a tool for the ombuds

Patrick Robardet

Volume 39, Issue 4 - Dec 2009

Multi-level collaborative governance: the Canadian Heart Health Initiative

Claude Rocan

Public Governance: (G => g) ∩ (G1 => G2)

Gilles Paquet

A Primer on Horizontal Management

Tom Fitzpatrick

When the machinery of government breaks down

Paul G.Thomas

	10/2/09
	http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/archive/October2009/02/c3173.html
	Opening Minds, the largest systematic effort in Canadian history to reduce the stigma of mental illness, was launched today by the Honourable Michael Kirby, Chair of the Mental Health Commission of Canada. "More than seven million Canadians will experience a mental health problem in 2009. Many of these people will not seek help because of the stigma surrounding mental illness. In fact, people who live with mental illness tell us that the stigma is often worse than the disease itself", says Kirby.

Mr. Kirby was speaking at the launch of Opening Minds, the Commission's 10-year Anti-stigma / Anti-discrimination Initiative. Opening Minds is aimed at changing the attitudes and behaviours of Canadians toward mental illness.

The first phase of Opening Minds targets children and youth, and health care providers. "Symptoms of the disease most often appear in adolescence. Early treatment can make a big difference to quality of life. Our children and youth are our future and we need to ensure they can grow up with good physical and mental health", says Kirby.

Health care professionals are also a focus of Opening Minds. Many people seeking help report that front-line health care providers often discriminate against them…
The Mental Health Commission of Canada is a non-profit organization created to focus national attention on mental health issues and to work to improve the health and social outcomes of people living with mental illness.

             -   For pictures or video of the event please go

                 to: www.mentalhealthcommission.ca/openingminds 


Provinces

British Columbia

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


Alberta

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	9/1/09
	http://psychservices.psychiatryonline.org/cgi/content/abstract/60/9/1164
	Best Practices: Improving Quality of Care for Patients With First-Episode Psychosis

Donald Addington, M.B.B.S.

Dr. Addington is affiliated with the Department of Psychiatry, University of Calgary, and the Department of Psychiatry, Foothills Hospital, 1403 29th St., N.W., Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2N 2T9 (e-mail: addingto@ucalgary.ca ). 
The principles of early intervention and evidence-based care have been applied to the task of improving outcome for first-episode schizophrenia. Significant progress has been achieved through clinical innovation, research, advocacy, and policy changes. Canada has seen the implementation of such services in a number of jurisdictions, and there is a need to develop tools and strategies for quality assurance and quality improvement. The use of tools such as clinical practice guidelines, program fidelity scales, and performance measures, standards, and benchmarks is well established for quality assurance and quality improvement. These tools are available for other areas of mental health care and are being developed for application to treatment services for early psychosis. This column illustrates some of the tools available for quality improvement and the challenges in their application. Development and application of such tools are required to move first-episode psychosis treatment from innovation to best practice and standard care.
Psychiatr Serv 60:1164-1166, September 2009

© 2009 American Psychiatric Association

	9/3/09
	http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/health-fitness/health/Shame-is-essential-but-you-can-get-out-of-it/articleshow/4967544.cms
http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/edpsychology/news.cfm?story=93915
http://www.physorg.com/news171646803.html
	In her study reported this week, researcher Jessica Van Vliet* of the University of Alberta in Edmonton says it is difficult to find someone who has never felt shame in their life. 

But "the problem is when people get paralysed with shame and withdraw from others. Not only can this create mental-health problems for people, but also they no longer contribute as fully to society", the researcher said. 

She said people who feel debilitated by shame tend to internalise and over-personalise the situation. They also seem resigned to being unable to change their feelings or their fate. 

"When people experience shame, they may say to themselves 'I am to blame, it is all my fault, all of me is bad, and there's nothing I can do to change the situation," said Van Vliet. 

"They identify so much with shame that it takes over their entire view of themselves. That leads to an overwhelming feeling of powerlessness." The first step to overcoming these feelings, she said, is to step back from the problem and view the picture in a different light. 

When sufferers can identify external factors that contributed to their actions or situation (for example, discrimination or peer pressure) and differentiate between being a bad person versus doing something bad, they can begin to break the grip of hopelessness that plagues them, Van Vliet said. 

"When people move from a sense of uncontrollability to the belief that maybe there's something they can do about their situation, such as apologising or making amends for their actions, it starts increasing a sense of hope for the future," she said. 

The second step to overcoming shame, she said, is to make connections - with family or friends or a higher power or humanity at large. "Connecting to others helps to increase self-acceptance, and with self-acceptance can come a greater acceptance of other people as well. 

"People start to realise that it is not just them. Other people do things that are as bad or even worse sometimes so they're not the worst person on the planet. They start to say to themselves: 'This is human, I am human, others are human'." 

The researcher said: "Shame can prompt us to make changes that will help protect our relationships and also preserve the fabric of society. It is important to emphasise that shame is essential and has value." The study has been published in the British Psychological Society journal Psychology and Psychotherapy: Theory, Research, and Practice.
* http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/edpsychology/nav03.cfm?nav03=70216&nav02=14211&nav01=13954
[Dr. K. Jessica Van Vliet

E-mail: jvanvliet@ualberta.ca 
-interested in the study of resilience and counseling interventions in response to shame and trauma.]

Van Vliet, K. J. (2009). The role of attributions in the process of overcoming shame: A qualitative analysis. Psychology and Psychotherapy: Theory, Research and Practice**, 82, 137-152.
** http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/bpsoc/paptrap 


Saskatchewan

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


Manitoba

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	10/28/09
	http://www.shared-care.ca/page.aspx?menu=57&app=244&cat1=576&tp=2&lk=no
	11th Canadian Conference on Collaborative Mental Health Care
The theme of the conference will be "Keeping One Step Ahead: Practical Approaches to Mental Health Promotion". The planned program will include keynote presentations from Dr. Corey Keyes and Dr. Arthur Nezu who will offer us practical ideas on how to promote mental health and prevent mental health problems in our communities. 
http://www.shared-care.ca/ 


Ontario

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


Quebec

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


New Brunswick

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


Nova Scotia

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


Newfoundland

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


Prince Edward Island

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


Territories

Nunavut

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


NWT

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


Yukon

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


Other Countries
Australia

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	9/11/09
	Infoxchange Australia's Community Infocast
	Social Traders is an independent social enterprise development company, funding research and raising awareness of the potential of social enterprise to deliver innovative and important social outcomes for the community. Social enterprises deliver targeted social or community benefits using traditional business principles. During 2009, Social Traders has run forums and discussions and developed submissions on a range of issues including the Federal Government Jobs Fund, the role of local government in community enterprise, and the role of social enterprise in the Victorian bushfire reconstruction.

The Social Traders website contains a wealth of information about social enterprise, including current policy initiatives, funding opportunities, case studies and info briefs. A news and events section will keep you abreast of developments in social enterprise projects and happenings of general interest, and you can add your own news item or event to the website too. Check out this great website and subscribe to the newsletter at www.socialtraders.com.au 

	9/15/09
	http://www.psnews.com.au/Page_psn18615.html
	A program that provides support to people living with mental illness in remote Australia is to be extended.

   The Personal Helpers and Mentors (PHaMS) program* will receive $10.9 million over three years to establish seven new sites…
Minister for Community Services, Jenny Macklin … said the program targeted people who could not manage their daily activities or live independently due to a severe mental illness.

   “Personal helpers and mentors work one-on-one with participants helping them achieve their goals - for example, how to manage everyday tasks such as housekeeping,” she said.

   “They also work on improving relationships with family and friends and becoming more involved in community life.”
*http://www.health.gov.au/internet/mentalhealth/publishing.nsf/Content/pham-1
http://www.sfnsw.org.au/Services/Recovery-Services/Personal-Helpers-and-Mentors-Program/default.aspx 

	9/18/09
	Infoxchange Australia's Community Infocast
	Infoxchange's Service-to-Service (S2S) is an innovative solution for community service organisations seeking to streamline their workflow and increase efficiency for the ultimate benefit of clients. The S2S suite of interlaced software applications can help organisations to manage scarce resources, enable smooth service coordination and referral or give access to comprehensive and accurate information about health and welfare organisations all around Australia. The S2S eReferral and service coordination system, as well as the eWaitlist system, are now being used by over 5,000 health and community sector workers in Victoria and New South Wales. In Victoria, S2S works with 12 Primary Care Partnerships to facilitate secure electronic referral and communication between a diverse group of services as part of the overall e-health and service coordination framework.

The brand new S2S website contains comprehensive information about each S2S application, including eReferral, eWaitlist, Service Record System, Vacancy Seeker and People Seeker. For S2S users, the Resources section contains specific user guides and important forms, while new users can also register online. It's all available at www.s2s.org.au 

	10/18/09
	http://www.pr.com/press-release/186631
	A mechanical engineering student was looking for a third year assignment when a chance meeting with a fellow motor bike enthusiast changed a University project into a life-long mission.

Darren Lomman met and immediately connected with Shane Thompson, who had become a paraplegic after an accident. Thompson had been a motocross champion and his whole life, had revolved around motorcycles.

The turning point came when one day Thomson told Lomman if he could have just one wish, it would be to ride a motorcycle again.

Inspired by Shane’s dream, Lomman took up the challenge to build a hand-controlled motorcycle suitable for a paraplegic rider…
Lomman soon made a commitment to build an organization focused on helping people with disability to live their dreams, and overcome the many challenges and frustrations they face on a daily basis.

This was the beginning of the Dreamfit foundation.

From its humble beginnings in 2003, this organization has rapidly grown and has since evolved into a not-for-profit Foundation. Dreamfit Foundation is focused on engineering innovative equipment solutions, which give people with disability greater freedom and independence…

Dreamfit’s engineering solutions are custom designed by dedicated engineering student volunteers who give their time and knowledge to develop ground-breaking projects. The students receive course credit for their project work through The University of Western Australia (UWA)…

See: http://www.mech.uwa.edu.au/community/dreamfit 


Ireland  (includes Northern Ireland)
	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	9/14/09
	http://www.irishhealth.com/article.html?id=16114
	A new guide to mental health and human rights aims to challenge the human rights abuses perpetrated on people with mental health problems on a daily basis, according to Amnesty International Ireland.

 The guide will provide information for individuals about their human rights.

According to Amnesty International, the Government’s mental health policy, outlined in A Vision for Change*, expressly promised to prioritise the human rights of the individual and put the person at the heart of the system.
* http://www.dohc.ie/publications/vision_for_change.html
http://www.dohc.ie/publications/pdf/vision_for_change.pdf 

	10/16/09
	http://www.irishhealth.com/article.html?id=16287
	Mental Health Ireland (MHI), the country's largest voluntary body promoting positive mental health, has launched a new website www.mentalhealthireland.ie 
The newly-revamped website includes general information about mental health; what Mental Health Ireland does; news and events volunteering; and publications.

Mental Health Ireland is a national voluntary organisation which was established in 1966 as the Mental Health Association of Ireland.

There are 104 local Mental Health Associations (MHAs) currently affiliated to Mental Health Ireland.

Local MHAs are active in assisting to meet the mental health needs of the population of their own areas. MHI is affiliated to the World Federation for Mental Health and to Mental Health Europe.

For more information on mental health, view irishhealth.com's Depression Clinic http://www.irishhealth.com/clin/depression/index.html 


New Zealand

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


Scotland

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	
	
	no relevant news alerts for this time period


UK

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	9/14/09
	The UK Health and Learning Disability Network is hosted by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk
	Epilepsy - A Parent's Handbook for parent's whose child has just been diagnosed with epilepsy (free resource)

Day by Day by Me a seizure diary for children aged 5 - 11years of age full of activities, fun and information and illustrated by over 50 well know children's illustrators (free resource)

Parent's and Families Conference about childhood epilepsy with workshops for young people aged 12 - 18 years. Saturday17th October 2009, London. (Highly subsidised)

Details about all of these are available from our website

http://www.ncype.org.uk/epilepsy

	9/17/09
	The UK Health and Learning Disability Network is hosted by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk
	FREE from CHANGE!!!!! - How to Make Information Accessible - a Guide to producing easy read documents

This definitive guide contains everything you need to know about making information accessible using the CHANGE Easy Words and Pictures standard. From useful background information to practical step by step advice on how to choose pictures, layout a page and write in easy read, you will find everything you need to know compiled in this comprehensive booklet. CHANGE produced this Guide in partnership with the National Equality Partnership which included the Women's Resource Centre, Voice for Change, Navca and the Consortium of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered Voluntary and Community Organizations.

This Guide can be downloaded as a FREE pdf from CHANGE. Simply visit us at: www.changepeople.co.uk  and go to the books and tapes section in our online shop.

	9/20/09
	The UK Health and Learning Disability Network is hosted by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk
	the toolkit produced called 'my next patient has a learning disability'? It contains a DVD set in acute hospital and tells a carer and client's perspective of their care and the importance of listening to individuals. I think it would give insight into some of the issue's people face when coming into hospital. You can get free copies of the toolkit from Dr Sue Read North Staffordshire NHS trust 01782 556600 or www.keele.ac.uk/depts/ns/toolkitpeopleld 
Also see: The Challenging Behaviour Foundation Website
http://www.thecbf.org.uk/resources/dvd-resources.htm 

	9/24/09
	The UK Health and Learning Disability Network is hosted by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk
	Guidance on direct payments for community care, services for carers and children's services: England 2009

The aim of this guidance is to assist local councils in making direct payments. Together with the Annexes, it also provides guidance on how local councils might manage and administer direct payments. It replaces 'Direct payments guidance: community care, services for carers and children's services (Direct Payments) guidance' issued in 2003. The guidance has been updated to reflect recent legislative changes that extend direct payments to previously excluded groups. An impact assessment and equality impact assessment have been carried out.
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_104840 
Alternatively try: http://snipurl.com/s3t4b 

	9/24/09
	The UK Health and Learning Disability Network is hosted by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk
	Under the influence: the damaging effect of alcohol marketing on young people
This report examines the damaging effect of alcohol marketing on young people. It aims to identify effective ways of protecting young people from the influence of alcohol promotion and marketing, thereby redressing the excessively pro-alcohol social norms to which they are exposed.

http://www.ldhealthnetwork.org.uk/docs/alcohol.pdf 

	9/27/09
	http://thegovmonitor.com/world_news/britain/uk-to-publish-mental-health-survey-findings-6834.html
	UK to publish Mental health survey findings

Source: UK Quality Care Commission1 
Our survey of people’s experiences of acute mental health inpatient services reveals that too great a proportion felt let down in some important aspects of the care they received …
The survey2 findings showed that:

* only a third of respondents felt as involved in decisions about their care and treatment as much as they wanted to be.

* less than half (45%) ‘always’ felt safe on the ward, and 16% did not feel safe at all.

* 35% said there was a lack of activities available on weekdays, and over half the respondents (54%) felt this was the case for weekends and evenings.

* less than half of the 52% who wanted talking therapies (such as counselling, cognitive behavioural therapy and anxiety management) received any.

* 27% of patients detained under the Mental Health Act felt they did not have their rights clearly explained to them.

* 86% of respondents reported having physical health checks in hospital – but only 44% of those felt that these physical health problems were ‘definitely’ taken care of.

* almost half (48%) of patients said the potential side effects of medicines that were prescribed to them while in hospital were not clearly explained to them.
1- http://www.cqc.org.uk/ 

2- 2gether NHS Foundation Trust - Mental health inpatient survey 

http://www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/AAB_NHS_MH_survey_2009_RTQ.pdf 

	9/30/09
	The UK Health and Learning Disability Network is hosted by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk
	National Carers Strategy

http://www.ldhealthnetwork.org.uk/docs/carersstrategy.pdf 
Here is some guidance which has been produced to support the Carers' Strategy. It is for LD Partnership Boards but even if you are not on one, it may be useful to help find out what is happening in your area. We do not want family carers of people with a learning disability to be overlooked by the Carers Strategy.

	9/30/09
	The UK Health and Learning Disability Network is hosted by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk
	Dementia: Summary report for the National Audit Office international comparisons

www.nao.org.uk/our_work_by_sector/health_and_social_care.aspx 
Alternatively try: http://snipurl.com/s8dcv 
Dementia: Summary report for International Comparisons http://www.ldhealthnetwork.org.uk/docs/dementiacomp.pdf 

	10/5/09
	http://www.uknetguide.co.uk/Latest-News/NHS-Direct-launches-mental-health-checker-19391298.html
	The NHS has today launched a mental health checker to support the aims of World Mental Health Day.

The new service is aimed at helping to break through the stigma associated with mental health, and to help people with low impact long-term issues or people suffering first-time symptoms of stress, anxiety or depression, the NHS claims.

In a similar way to the NHS Direct service for people with physical concerns, the checker asks the user a series of questions and depending on the information provided, the tool may suggest a number of options…
The checker is integrated with NHS Direct's contact centres, so users can also request a call-back from a trained nurse who can offer further support or advice. 

As a precaution, the health checker also provides a rapid assessment tool for people who may be feeling suicidal.

In the first half of this year the current NHS Direct service has already received 5,000 more calls relating to depression or suicidal thoughts than it did in the first half of last year. 
http://www.nhs.uk/Tools/Pages/depression.aspx?Tag=
www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 

	10/20/09
	http://news.cnet.com/8301-17938_105-10377988-1.html
	A robotic arm is lending a hand to children with dyspraxia, a motor-skills deficit also known as Developmental Coordination Disorder or Clumsy Child Syndrome.

The system, under development at the U.K.'s University of Leeds*, combines a commercially available Phantom Omni haptic device** with software that lets children with coordination problems practice therapist-prescribed exercises at home using an interactive desktop setup. It can also monitor how the kids move, measuring factors like smoothness, speed of movement, and joint configurations.
Guided by the robotic arm, for example, kids use a pen to push objects along a 3D track displayed on a computer screen. The system applies guiding forces to the child's arm and hand to help control movements. The strength of the forces can be altered to shape movements and vary the difficulty of the exercises…

Dyspraxia*** is a neurologically based disorder that affects the ability to see a movement goal through to completion. Children with dyspraxia struggle with skillful, controlled actions, making simple, daily tasks such as buttoning their coats more difficult. Handwriting often suffers, which can lead to homework struggles and ultimately a loss of self-confidence…

The research team says early trials of the robotic arm system look promising, with tests suggesting children's writing skills improve after they've used the contraption. Scientists hope that the arm could eventually be applied to a wide range of movement problems.
* http://www.leeds.ac.uk/news/article/146/robot_therapy_lends_a_helping_hand_to_children_with_dyspraxia
** http://www.sensable.com/haptic-phantom-omni.htm 

*** http://www.dyspraxiausa.org/ 

	10/22/09
	http://www.examiner.com/x-19050-St-Louis-Autism--Parenting-Examiner~y2009m10d22-UK-signs-firstever-Autism-Bill-to-benefit-adults-with-autism
	Yesterday, the UK's Autism Bill has made it through its last parliamentary stage, and upon Royal Assent it will become the Autism Act of 2009.The Autism Act will guarantee the introduction of the first-ever adult autism strategy*, which will set out how local services should be improved to meet the needs of adults with autism. 

The strategy will cover a range of issues including health, social care, employment and training and, crucially, will be accompanied by guidance which places a legal obligation on local authorities and government bodies to meet certain requirements. The Strategy will be published in the next six months and the National Autistic Society (NAS) and other organiations have pledged to continue to support the campaign to ensure it is as strong as it can be and makes a real difference to people affected by autism…
The strategy will be published by April 2010 and the accompanying legal guidance no later than December 2010.

 You can read more about the Autism Act at the National Autistic Society http://www.autism.org.uk/autismact2009 
or view the slideshow on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqiGnIfcuLk 
* http://www.autism.org.uk/dhstrategy 

	10/26/09
	The UK Health and Learning Disability Network is hosted by the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities http://www.learningdisabilities.org.uk
	Challenging Behaviour - National Strategy Group Charter

http://www.ldhealthnetwork.org.uk/docs/cbcharter.pdf 


USA

	Date
	Link (location)
	Summary (Excerpts)

	9/1/09
	http://alquemie.smartbrief.com/alquemie/servlet/encodeServlet?issueid=C991DE5A-8DB0-46E3-8FD7-3F7532EB1A48&lmcid=archives
http://savannahnow.com/node/775735
	Phone can read documents for people who cannot see

A recently developed cell phone is able to photograph documents and read the words out loud to users who cannot see. The K-NFB reader, a partnership between technology developer Ray Kurzweil and the National Federation of the Blind, starts at about $1,500. It is able to read only typed text, but it can store information for download into a computer or a Braille note-taking device. Savannah Morning News (Ga.)
-----

… The device, called a K-NFB reader, works like a cell phone with a camera, except in addition to making phone calls and taking pictures, the device can snap an image of a document and then quickly read aloud the words on the page.

The initials stand for Kurzweil-National Federation of the Blind, representing the partnership between technology developer Ray Kurzweil and the nonprofit organization…

http://www.knfbreader.com/
http://www.nfb.org/nfb/Handheld_Reader.asp
http://www.afb.org/prodProfile.asp?ProdID=1120
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOwDzDnd9NY 

	9/4/09
	http://www.hcbs.org/moreInfo.php/nb/doc/2684
	MDS-HC FUNCTIONAL ASSESSMENT FORM - MASSACHUSETTS

09/01/2007 

This chart compares all the various tools used in the MA long term care system to the Minimum Data Set – Home Care (MDS-HC). This format made it easy to see where there where gaps and redundancies in data elements. Sections include personal information (identification, referral, assessment) patterns (cognitive, community, vision, mood and behavior, social functioning), and health (support services, IADL, continence, disease, nutrition, medication) and other service utilization questions. 

	9/4/09
	http://www.hcbs.org/moreInfo.php/nb/doc/2685
	Partnership Plus Online Toolkit: Creating Opportunities for Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Networks to Work Together

Summary: With the issuance of revised Ticket regulations, State VR agencies and ENs have expanded options for meeting the employment and training needs of Social Security beneficiaries with disabilities and new options for seeking financial compensation from SSA. This Toolkit provides information and tools that will help agencies successfully implement the Ticket program and take advantage of new options. It also provides examples to the new regulations and changes to VR Provider Handbook.
See: http://partnershipplus.cessi.net/index.asp

	9/4/09
	http://www.hcbs.org/moreInfo.php/nb/doc/2683
	State Chart Book on Wages for Personal and Home Care Aides, 1999-2008

Summary: This updated resource provides a state-by-state look at wages and wage trends for PHCAs, the second fastest growing occupation in the country, and a key job title within the direct-care workforce. Review wages over a 9-year period. Prepared as a resource guide on wages for advocates and policymakers concerned with the direct-care workforce, the data underscore the problem of low and declining real wages for PHCAs, factors which contribute to workforce.
See: http://www.hcbs.org/files/159/7948/phichartbook.pdf

	9/4/09
	http://www.hcbs.org/moreInfo.php/nb/doc/2679
	Summary: The Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law issues this call to action to inform advocates, policymakers and the public about the vital role the Supreme Court’s landmark decision plays in enabling people with mental illnesses to benefit from community life. The Olmstead decision is now 10 years old. According to the report, many people with mental illnesses remain segregated in board-and-care homes, nursing facilities and other institutions even though supportive community living is cost-effective.
http://www.hcbs.org/files/159/7944/OlmsteadCalltoAction.pdf

	9/4/09
	http://www.hcbs.org/moreInfo.php/nb/doc/2678
	The Texas Microboard Collaboration

Summary: A microboard is formed when a small group of committed family and friends join together with a person with a disability to create a nonprofit organization. This group develops a person-centered plan called a PATH (Planning Alternative Tomorrows with Hope) to address the individual's support needs. The website offers ideas on ways to establish and operate this innovative program.
http://www.thearcoftexas.org/programs/reallife.asp

	9/16/09
	http://www.hcbs.org/moreInfo.php/nb/doc/2700
	Tennessee Microboards Association - Website

Summary: Formed to provide support and training to individual microboards across the state, the Association is committed to the development of high quality comprehensive services and supports to children and adults with disabilities in a manner that fosters self-determination and inclusion. The website provides resources on microboards, upcoming events, public policy reviews, and other quality assurance ideas and techniques.
http://www.tnmicroboards.org/ 

	9/9/09
	newsletter
	WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL) announces its selection to receive approximately $3.5 million from the U.S. Department of Justice's Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention for a 3-year national mentoring program to serve youth with disabilities at-risk of truancy or court-involvement.  The Ready to Achieve Mentoring Program (RAMP) will provide high-tech career-focused mentoring and is designed to address the over-representation of youth with disabilities in the juvenile corrections system. 

In announcing the national mentoring awards last week, U.S. Attorney General Holder said that, "these grants will help steer young people away from criminal activities by providing them with health life alternatives, positive role models and direct contact with caring adults."

In a year, approximately 144,000 delinquency cases result in youth being committed to out-of-home placement.  Although the in-school percentage of youth with disabilities averages approximately 9 percent, across states the number of youth with disabilities in the juvenile justice system averages over 30 percent - with some states ranging as high as 77.5 percent. RAMP will utilize the Guideposts for Success, a transition framework, and Paving the Way to Work: A Guide to Career-Focused Mentoring for Youth with Disabilities as a foundation to provide mentoring to youth at-risk of truancy or court-involvement.

"This award provides us a wonderful opportunity to demonstrate how important career-focused mentoring can be in the lives of youth with disabilities as well as those without," said Curtis Richards, Director of the Center for Workforce Development at IEL.  "We are excited about the diversity of young people and sites that will allow us to test research-based practices and tools through this grant.  We believe we will be able to demonstrate that youth with disabilities at-risk of entering the juvenile justice system can lead productive, responsible lives with the assistance of good mentors."

The IEL's Center for Workforce Development (CWD), home to several national technical assistance centers, will work with state and local disability and mentoring organizations to provide one-on-one, group, and peer mentoring using research-based strategies. Youth will participate in weekly career-focused group meetings, as well as regular one-on-one mentor meetings. 

In addition to the approximately $3.5 million that OJJDP is providing for this program, state and local sites are also leveraging another $1.7 million in financial and in-kind resources from federal, state, city and county, and private foundation sources for training, career exploration, mentoring, and counseling services. Through this infusion of resources, research-based strategies, and cross-system collaboration, the RAMP program will match trained mentors to youth with disabilities to reduce court involvement and/or recidivism; increase career preparation; and develop work-readiness skills for the youth in the program…
IEL, founded in 1964, is a Washington, DC-based non-profit organization that initiates, operates, and supports improvement and innovation initiatives at the federal, state, and local levels.  IEL has received support from such diverse federal sources as the U.S. Departments of Education, Labor, Health and Human Services, Justice, and Commerce.  IEL pursues a comprehensive, systematic approach and works through impartial, dynamic, nationwide networks of people and organizations. IEL's mission is to improve the capacity of individuals and organization to work together to achieve better outcomes for all youth, Pre-K through postsecondary education to the workforce.

Find out more about IEL at www.iel.org 

	9/30/09
	The eCast, Mental Health & Rehabilitation Newsletter
	The Recovery Workbook: Practical Coping and Empowerment Strategies for People with Psychiatric Disability Revised Edition* includes a section related to "Physical Wellness and Recovery," an updated bibliography, and a list of companion resources to further the exploration of recovery for people with psychiatric disabilities. The Publications Division of the Center for Psychiatric Rehabilitation offers an array of books and products related to recovery. For a complete list of recovery products, visit the Center's website at www.bu.edu/cpr/products 
* http://www.bu.edu/cpr/products/curricula/recovery.html 



	10/8/09
	http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/news/press/2009/20091008a.html
	The New Jersey Adults with Autism Task Force today released its report describing the needs of adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and presenting both short and long-term recommendations designed to address these needs to Governor Jon S. Corzine and the New Jersey Legislature.

The New Jersey Adults with Autism Task Force, created by legislation (A4057/S2559) signed on September 12, 2007 by Governor Jon Corzine (PL 2007, c. 173), charged the task force with studying, evaluating and making recommendations intended to meet the needs of adults associated with the significant challenges presented by autism…

The Adults with Autism Task Force report includes, among its many findings, that adults with autism require individualized support in transitioning from the educational system into adulthood, life-skills training, day programs to attend or job training and placement, health care, housing, transportation and assistance with legal issues.  Primary among these is establishing a centralized Office of Autism Services to oversee services for adults with ASD and their families.  View the report on the DHS website.
http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ddd/boards/AATFrpt.pdf 

	10/13/09
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/8302017.stm
	A failing memory may not be the first mental problem to signal the onset of Alzheimer's disease, research suggests.

A University of Kansas study found a decline in other thinking and learning skills may be a warning sign years before diagnosis.

The spatial skills, such as reading a map or completing a jigsaw, seem to be the first to falter.

The Archives of Neurology study may help doctors to identify Alzheimer's at an earlier stage…
The results showed that visuospatial skills - required to perceive the distance between objects - began to decline sharply three years before diagnosis.

An overall decline in mental abilities was seen in the following year.

But a sharp decline in memory skills was not registered until one year before clinical diagnosis…

See KU Alzheimer and Memory Program (KU-AMP)
http://www.kualzheimers.org/index.html 

	10/18/09
	http://www.disability.gov/home/press_room/disability_connection_newsletter/2009/october
Disability Connection

 The Quarterly Newsletter of Disability.gov
http://www.disability.gov/ 
	U.S. Labor Department to Establish National Technical Assistance Center for Employers on People with Disabilities

The U.S. Department of Labor's Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) has awarded a cooperative agreement to Cornell University's Employment and Disability Institute*, School of Industrial and Labor Relations in Ithaca, New York. The purpose of the agreement is to establish a national technical assistance center that will conduct research, assist ODEP in developing demand-side policy, and share best practices with employers on the recruitment, hiring, retention and advancement of people with disabilities.

For information on other employment-related research projects visit ODEP’s Web site.
http://www.dol.gov/odep/categories/employment_supports/  
* http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/edi/ 

================

Workforce3 One* Unveils New Disability & Employment Resource

Workforce3 One has released a new disability and employment resource page to make employment-related information and promising practices available to the workforce system. This new disability and employment community of practice will help promote positive employment outcomes for people with disabilities and expand the capacity of the One-Stop Career Center system to serve customers with disabilities. The new resource also has information to help employers understand disability employment-related topics such as tax incentives and recruiting and accommodating employees with disabilities.

More information for workforce professionals is available in Disability.gov’s Employment section.
http://www.disability.gov/employment/employing_people_with_disabilities/workforce_professionals_resources 

* http://www.workforce3one.org/ 

	10/21/09
	http://www.reuters.com/article/idUS168345+19-Oct-2009+BW20091019
	California is leading the international community in efforts to ensure successful disability management and will host the fifth International Forum on Disability Management (IFDM). The forum is scheduled to take place in Los Angeles on September 20-22, 2010, and will be hosted by the California Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) and the California Commission on Health and Safety and Workers` Compensation (CHSWC), in collaboration with the International Association of Industrial Accident Boards and Commissions (IAIABC).  
"Experts from around the globe will come together in Los Angeles to discuss best practices, measure and evaluate outcomes, and promote better public policy toward individuals with disability," said DIR Director John C. Duncan. "Our goal is to collaborate with key policy makers from health, safety, and workers` compensation communities to identify best practices in disability management."  
Key topics for the conference include: 
* A Global Perspective on Disability Management; 

* The New Paradigm: changing social attitudes toward disability management; 

* The Government`s Role in Disability Management: models from around the world; 

* Emerging Economies and Disability Management; 

* Legal Aspects of Disability Management; 

* Research and Metrics to Guide Public Policy Decisions on Disability Management; 

* Innovative Programs in Workplace Health & Safety; 

* Medical Issues in Disability Management; 

* Disability Management for Special Populations - special problems in workforces with large migratory and minority culture segments; 

* Success Stories, Case Studies and Solutions for Stakeholders. 
"We are very excited about having key stakeholders from around the world share successful outcomes in periods of economic prosperity and economic downturn. We hope the results will provide for a better understanding and wider acceptance of the importance of disability management," said Christine Baker, Executive Officer of the Commission on Health and Safety and Chair of the 2010 Forum…  
For more information about the upcoming conference and the Call for Papers

please review details available on the CHSWC website,

http://www.dir.ca.gov/chswc/chswc.html  on the official conference website at

www.ifdm2010.com 

	10/22/09
	http://www.hcbs.org/moreInfo.php/nb/doc/2718
	State Facts: Opportunities and Challenges Facing Direct-Care Workforce

Summary: A series of PHI issue briefs describes the direct-care workforces in several states. Specifically, the briefs focus on Illinois, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Massachusetts, Iowa, Vermont and New York City. Despite growth in this industry, direct-care workers in all states face numerous challenges. In each of the states reviewed by PHI, direct-care jobs do not offer benefits or pay competitive wages. Review the facts and data for each of these states.
http://phinational.org/archives/state-facts-highlight-opportunities-and-challenges-facing-direct-care-workforce/
http://tinyurl.com/ygrqja5 

	10/28/09
	http://www.reuters.com/article/idUS230335+28-Oct-2009+PRN20091028
	The cutting-edge of assistive technology--including both commercially available and next-generation AT products--will be showcased at the Assistive Technology Pavilion at Abilities Expo (www.abilitiesexpo.com/atlanta ) ...
The following products--many of which are still in development--will impact people of all ages with a wide range of physical, sensory and intellectual disabilities.

    --  Tongue Drive System (TDS): Enables people with high-level spinal cord injuries to maneuver a powered wheelchair or control a mouse-driven computer cursor using simple tongue movements.

    --  Accessible Wii: Custom-designed Nintendo Wii interface for quadriplegic users.

    --  Cushion Pressure Mapping: Allows for the development of more comfortable and usable wheelchairs by mapping pressure points on seat cushions of various materials.

    --  Implanted Electrode Technology: Experimental technology which can actually be implanted in the body and, when used with external programmable control units, it can help provide function to paralyzed limbs.

    --  Auditory Menus and Deaf911 Phone: Exciting demonstrations of experimental technology currently under development for people with visual and manual limitations (Auditory Menus) and hearing loss (Deaf911 Phone).

    --  Robotics technology: Displays on robots that retrieve and deliver objects using a laser pointer.

    --  Accessible Bluetooth headset options for people with manual limitations.

    --  Visit www.abilitiesexpo.com/atlanta/pavillions.html  

Note: Abilities Expo will occur in 2010 at Los Angeles, New York, Chicago, Houston, Atlanta – see http://www.abilitiesexpo.com/index.html for details.



Page 18 of 18
1/20/2010
1Selected by Duncan H. Blackman, MA, Consultant, Saskatchewan 
Using Google News Alerts -- Contact Email: dhb1psych@gmail.com 

