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Community Care & Housing Department

LEARNING DIFFICULTIES SERVICE

CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT

The importance of confidentiality is paramount and there is a legal duty to each patient to keep all information regarding that patient confidential, unless the patient gives permission for the information to be released to other people. 

This is the reason why it is essential that you observe the utmost discretion with regard to the information which comes into your possession in the course of your work experience.  You may have access to, or hear, information concerning the medical or personal affairs of patients and/or staff, carers, relatives, or other Health Service business.  Such records and information are strictly confidential and must NOT be discussed within, or more importantly, outside the Trust. 

There are a number of basic rules which you should keep in mind: 

· Do not discuss any patient with other patients, or those outside the Trust, even your own family.

· Show the patients medical record only to other members of the team involved in the care and treatment of the patient and any other person authorised by the patient to see that record. 

· Do not start or repeat gossip about the business of the Learning Difficulties Service or any patient

Breach of confidentiality will be regarded as grounds for instant termination of the placement and the matter will be reported to your school/college.  This may result in future placements not being accepted from your school/college. 

	CONFIDENTIALITY DECLARATION

I (Full Name)……………………………………………………………

Of (Address) ……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

and Student of ………………………………………………..school/college

have read the CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT and understand that this must be strictly adhered to during my work experience and thereafter. 

Print Name………………………………..  Signed……………………………..  Date:………


Copy 1: For Student Retention


Copy 2: To be returned to Dr Peter Carpenter
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	Peter Murphy, Director of Community Care

Kingswood Learning Difficulty Service, Hanham Road, Kingswood,

South Gloucestershire BS15 8PQ
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	Peter Murphy, Director of Community Care

Thornbury Learning Difficulty Service, Unit 5 Thornbury Office Park, Midland Way, Thornbury

South Gloucestershire, BS35 2BS
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